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Everything iPod. 
Everything Mac. 

Introducing Apple Premium Resellers. 

Apple Premium Resellers live and breathe the Mac. 

They'll help you choose the model that's best for you and 
get you set up with the software and accessories you'll need. 
Same with iPod. Premium Resellers offer the complete range, 
along with a great selection of add-on products that let you 
enjoy your music wherever you go. 

Practical advice, in-store demonstrations and events that 
showcase the very best from Apple. 


ACT Mac 1 Canberra City. Mac 1 Canberra Civic. Mac 1 Fyshwick. 

NSW Academy Bondi Junction. Academy Taylor Square. Comp Now North Sydney. Complete Computer Centre Wagga. 
Digital Appeal Central Coast. Digital Appeal Tuggerah. Mac 1 Burwood. Mac 1 Hamilton. Mac 1 Wollongong. 

Maccentric Chatswood. Maccentric Warringah Mall. Next Byte Balmain. Next Byte Baulkham Hills. Next Byte Broadway. 
Next Byte Castle Hill. Next Byte Macquarie Centre. Next Byte Pitt Street. Next Byte Sydney CBD. 

QLD Mac 1 New Farm. Next Byte Brisbane CBD. Next Byte Surfers Paradise. 

SA Mac Centre Norwood. Next Byte Adelaide CBD. Next Byte Glenunga. 

TAS Next Byte Hobart. The Mac Shop Launceston. 

VIC All Systems Go Berwick. Beyond the Box Moonee Ponds. Comp Now Chadstone. Comp Now Chapel Street. 

Comp Now Geelong. Comp Now Malvern. Comp Now South Melbourne. My Mac Melbourne. Next Byte Bourke Street. 
Next Byte Elizabeth Street. Next Byte Ivanhoe. Pentagon Digital Mont Albert. 

WA Digilife Mt Hawthorn. Digilife Perth CBD. MacWorx Joondalup. Next Byte Carousel. Next Byte Nedlands. 


For more information see 
www.apple.com.au/buy/apr/ 



© 2007 Apple Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, Mac, iMac, iLife and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 




ZCOVER 

show stylo, enjoy functionality 






iPod shuffle 


iPod nano3 


iPod classic 


iPod touch Apple Remote 


iPhone 



Order online at www.zCover.com get 


FREE Shipping 


to Australia / New Zealand 
Address until 01/31,2007 

* Check online for details 



zCover iSA micro3 Armband Kit 
for new Apple iPod nano 3rd Gen. 



iSA micro3 Silicone Protection Case + Removable Belt Clip 
+ Rotary Armband 

This package offers maximum mobility for the active iPod nano 
owner. This combination is ideal for outdoor enthusiasts hiking 
and biking through the woods, or the fitness fanatic jogging 
through the streets. Just like the belt clip, the iPod nano is 
secured to the Armband with zCover’s exclusive clip system. 


The 360 degree rotation allows you to easily change the iPod nano position to confirm your 
new running record, or repeat your favorite song. The zCover Armband is fully adjustable 
from 6 to 18 inches making it suitable for everyone, from small children to beefy body 
builders. You’ll never be “between sizes” again. It’s even seasonal, comfortably fitting your 
bare arm in the summer or a expanding to fit over a heavy coat in the winter. Made from 
innovative micro-Velcro all surfaces of the Armband are soft and pleasing to touch, making 
for comfortable contact with the skin. Hand-washable and fully reversible, the stylish black 
strip is trimmed with silver reflective tape. 


zCover iSAglove Dockable Kit 
for new Apple iPhone 

iSAglove Silicone Protection Case + Removable Belt Clip 
+ zAdapter Dock Set 

Are you using your iPhone constantly? The Dockable Kit 
gives you the iSAglove protection, mobility with the 360 
degree rotating removable Belt Clip, but also provides 
the zAdapter iPhone Dock Set, an original zCover 
design that adapts to iPod cable or iPhone calbe into 
iPhone Dock, allowing you the freedom to dock your 
iPhone with iSAglove Silicone Protection Case. 

zCover iSA classic Car Kit 
for new Apple iPod classic 80 GB /160 GB 

iSA classic Silicone Protection Case + Removable Belt Clip + Window Clip 





►►FUTURE SHOP 


zCover iSA touch Original Pack 
for new Apple iPod touch 8 GB /16 GB 

iSA touch Silicone Protection Case + Removable Belt Clip 
Offering you full protection for your iPod touch, and the 
function of mobility with our innovative 360 degree 
rotating belt clip, this system is the perfect “All-you- 
need-for-iPod” combo for any iPod touch owner. You 
can easily wear it horizontally or vertically with just a 
simple twist. A comfort piece sits in front of the release 
button to prevent the Belt Clip from jabbing into the 
user’s side. The clip opens with ease and accommodates thumbs and forefingers of 
any age or size. Unbreakable, functional and comfortable, the Rotary Belt Clip is sure 
to keep your iPod touch safely and snugly in place. 


The Car Kit adds a whole new element to 
the experience of owning an iPod Classic 
Besides the protection of the iSA classic 
cover, the mobility of the 360 degree 
rotating Belt Clip, the additional window clip 
creates a portable hands-free workstation or 
entertainment unit almost anywhere, 
including the office, car, plane, boat and 
home. It doesn’t matter which way you turn 
it, the iSA classic Car kit is ideal for those 
on the road. 


zCover Universal Belt Clip, Armband, Window Clip 
are completely interchangeable . 


zCover TypeOn for new Apple Aluminum Keyboard 


> zCover silicone skin are crafted from non-toxic, durable high-grade silicone rubber. It is safe. 

> Ultra thin (0.6mm) skin touch feeling, durable, > Made of 100% high grade silicone, 

> Full shock-absorbing, tear-resistant protection, > Molded to specifically fit every point, 

> Removable easy on and off for cleaning, > Stays in place and does not shift around, 

> Washable - you can wash zCover silicone typeOn skin by hand. 

Make sure it's dried out before put it on your keyboard 


All the other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
























www.zCover.com 



Washable Dustproof Durable 



Coutor Design 


zCover TypeOn APKNAU / APKNBU 
Preprinted series for Apple Notebook Keyboard 

Material: Silicone Rubber 

Color: zPrinted Ice Clear, Ice Blue , Ice Green, Ice Pink, Ice Purple, Ice Yellow, Black 
Compatibility: APKNBU for new Apple MacBook 
APKNAU for Apple MacBook Pro, 

Apple iBook & Apple PowerBook 

zCover TypeOn pre-printed Language Keyboard protector is unique in having pre-printed letters on 
the cover, the layout of which perfectly coincides with that of the standard Apple Notebook US 
English Keyboard. With the protector snugly fitted to your keyboard, you won't be squinting again 
struggling to find the right key! 



fashionable protection cases 
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Original Ice Clear Preprinted Ice Clear 
Series Keyboard Skin Series Keyboard Skin 


zCover TypeOn APKNAS/ APKNBS Preprinted Program 
Short Cut Key for Apple Notebook Keyboard 

Material: Silicone Rubber 

Programs: Apple Final Cut Pro, Digidesign Pro Tools, Adobe After Effects, Adobe Photoshop, 
Adobe Illustrator, Adobe InDesign, Adobe Flash, Adobe Dreamweaver 

Compatibility: APKNBU for new Apple MacBook 
APKNAU for Apple MacBook Pro, 

Apple iBook & Apple PowerBook 

zCover has created the hardware for your software. Innovating design and quality material 
production has allowed zCover to make the break through in the production of silicone keyboard 
covers. Known to zCover as zPrinting, zCover is the first one in the industry to be able to 
successfully print precisely in a numerous colors onto their high-quality silicone. This breakthrough 
has lead to the unique and innovating collection of zCover protective covers. The program short 
cut covers and the newly released Adobe Creative Suite 3 Design Premium covers provide the 
ultimate in keyboard support including: Adobe Photoshop CS3, Adobe InDesign CS3, Adobe 
Illustrator CS3, Adobe Flash CS3 and Adobe Dreamweaver CS3, Adobe After Effects CS3 
allowing user to protect their keyboard while also providing support of their choice. 

The exciting zCover technique zPrinting allows for endless possibilities allowing the covers applied 
in numerous roles such as protection, education, marketing and many more. 



Show Style, 
Enjoy Functionality. 
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EPSON 

Large Format Printers, 
now faster , with even 
better colour - WOW! 



Epson Stylus Pro 4880 

17” (432mm) wide A2+ 

RRP $3294 Inc Gst 
Special Offer $2723 Ex Gst 

$2995 Inc Gst 


New Epson models are now Better Than Ever! 

Epson’s new range of large format printers utilise new 
Image Processing Technology to produce smoother 
tones and more detail than ever before. 



Epson Stylus Pro 7880 

24” (610mm) wide A1 + 

RRP $5934 Inc Gst 

Special Offer $ Please call 


VIVID MAGENTA - For Even Better Colour. 

Epson has developed new “vivid magenta” ink that 
extends the colour range of these printers well 
beyond what was previously attainable, enabling 
them to match the results of a 12 colour ink 
system utilising only 8 colours, thus saving 
time and money. 

New “Super Wide” & Fast 64” Model 



New 64” model 
60% Faster & 1/2 
the running costs 


For friendly expert advice and a 
keen competitive price, call your 
local authorised Epson Reseller 
listed below. 


Epson Stylus Pro 9880 

44” (1118mm) wide AO B0+ 
RRP $11,984 Inc Gst 
Special Offer $ Please call 


Epson’s new flagship 64” model prints 
60% faster than the smaller models and 
uses large 700ml ink cartidges for a 50% 
saving on ink costs, making it incredi¬ 
bly productive and economical to run. 

Need Advice or a Price? 


Epson Stylus Pro 11880 

64” (1626mm) wide. 

RRP $25,294 Inc Gst 

Special Offer $ Please call 


EPSON 


Images on printers are Copyright Ken Duncan. Prices subject to change without notice. E.O.E 


EXCEED YOUR VISION 


1 NSW 

QLD 

SA 

WA 

VIC 1 
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SUPPLIES 

J2J, 

| Graphics Plus | 

Photographic 



Wholesalers 



uesignwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

Ph: (02) 9905 8797 

Ph: (07) 3367 1944 

Ph: (08) 8223 6777 

Ph: (08) 9328 3377 

Ph: (03) 9706 8858 




































It’s Time to Go Mac Pro 

Special offers on Apple Mac Book & Pro computers for Nov & Dec 



Mac Pro 2.66 GHz, 20” Display, 5GB RAM 
$5195 inc Gst - Save $872 



Mac Book Pro 15” 2.2 GHz, 4GB RAM 
$3195 inc Gst - Save $734 



All Systems include 
MacOSX 10.5 Leopard 



New Showroom and Service Centre 
now open at 1 Fairbome Way 
Keysborough VIC 3173 
(Melway Map 88K7) 


Why it’s Time to Go Mac Pro 

• Adobe CS3 software runs like lightning at Intel native 
speeds on a new Mac Pro 

• Choose 4 or 8 Core Intel Xeon processing power 

• Stable, rugged architecture for regular commercial use 

• Handles heavy workloads day in day out 

• Huge RAM and hard drive expansion capacity 



The wait is over! 

Everything is now in place 
for upgrading your older 
Mac workstations to the 
latest Apple Mac Pro 
with either four or eight 
Core Intel Xeon power. 

Adobe CS3 is now 
shipping and it runs like 
lightning on a new Mac Pro. 


• Ultra high graphics expansion slots with multi display 
capacity for increased productivity 

• Uncompromised power for workstation use 

• Mac Pros can be used as economical servers 

• Mac Books & Mac Book Pros can be often be salary 
sacrificed for even larger savings Ask us how. 


Special Mac Pro Offers - Designwyse 
provides excellent upgrade offers on new 
workstations when upgrading from existing Mac 
equipment to new Mac Pro workstations and servers. 

We can build-up and prepare your machine to your 
specifications and then ship it throughout Australia. 

Call or email Designwyse now for a detailed 
competitive quote, you will be pleasantly surprised! 


Please call for Government or Education prices. Prices include GST. E&OE Prices subject to change without notice. 


IN MELBOURNE CALL 


FREECALL - NO CHARGE 


JL. 9706 8858 1800 334 684 

4/200 Princes Highway Dandenong VIC 3175 Website: www.designwyse.com.au Email: sales@designwyse.com.au 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 





































Latest iPod Models 


Need for Speed 
Carbon 

What starts in the city is 
settled in the canyons as 
Need for Speed Carbon 
immerses you in the 
world's most dangerous 
and adrenaline-filled 
form of street racing. 


Videos 
Photos 
Podcasts 
Extras 
Settings 
Shuttle Songs 
■taw Pitying 


iPod touch 8GB l$409 


iPod touch 16GB 


Battlefield 2142 

As a new ice age depletes 
Earth's resources in the 
year 2142, two massive 
multinational coalitions 
wage a brutal war for 
the only cause that 
matters—survival. 


iPod classic 80GB 


iPod classic 160GB 


Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix 

Discover the real 
Hogwarts as you immerse 
yourself in the magic 
of Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix. 


iPod nano 4GB Silver only 


iPod shuffle 1GB 


ng^^ ^^^^^^^ Mablein-storeand online! 


MACDvd 


The Sims Pet Stories 

Play through 
unpredictable moments 
of pet ownership with 
your Sims! 


Kensington Liquid FM for iPod 

Enjoy superior sound while you listentoyour iPod 
tunes using your car's FM radio . 

ClearFM™technology 
provides superior sound 
and the built-in charger 
recharges your iPod 
while it plays. 


The Sims Life Stories 

Play all-new story mode, 
or create your own story! 


iSkin eVo4 for iPod classic 

Protect and funk-up your iPod classic. 

• Scratch resistant face and screen protector 

• Removable belt clip 

• Compatible with Apple E3i 

Universal Dock i$z 


Streetwise 

CTDCnr>A/ICC Cr\CTVA/ADC D/1 


Authorised 
Solutions Reseller 


com.au 


STREETWISE SOFTWARE P/L 


Latest Macs I Mac Memory I iPods & Accessories I Free Training I Great Prices 
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A top value pack for any audiophile. 


299 






Funky laptop sleeves designed specifically for Macs. 
Great looking and made with protective shape-memory 
material. 

ForMacBook13" _ r$49l95l 


For MacBook Pro 15.4" 































































































JBL Reference 210 
Earbuds 

• Lightweight in-ear design 

• In-line volume control 

• True JBL performance 

• Comfortable foam ear pads 

• Tangle-free wire-management 
system 

Compact carrying case 



JBL Reference 220 
InnerEarbuds 

• Amazingly comfortable in-ear 
design 

• High-quality miniature 
transducers outperform other 
earphone systems 

• Wear them your way: foam ear 
pads, silicone in-ear inserts, 
detachable ear cuffs or a 
foldable under-chin strap 

• Three ear-piece sizes included, 
for a personal fit 

• Flexible cloth-covered wires 

• Compact carrying case 

• Airline and Stereo Phono 
adapters included 

• Available in black or white 


^ JBL Reference 410 

Headphones 

• Compact on-ear design 

• 40mm Transducers deliver JBL 
realism and great bass response 

• In-line volume control 

• Adjustable padded headband 

• Folds for easy storage and 
transport 

• Airline and Stereo Phono 
adapters included 

• Convenient storage and travel 
pouch 



Run Windows on your Mac at 
the same time as Mac OS X! Si 
Easy transfer of files and even w 
the Clipboard between the ? 

two systems. MS Windows l 

available separately. 


WAS $14435 

NOW ONLY 

i 
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Radio for iPod 


What better way 
to Rise and 
Shine than to 

sleek clock radio wakes you 
gradually and lulls you to sleep with your iPod music or 
AM/FM radio or buzzer. It does all this while charging 
the iPod with a built-in dock connector, 
so it's ready to go when you are! |$189«95| 


azer Professional High Precision Devices 



The all-in-one hardware and software solution that 
makes it easy to record, edit and distribute your 
own professional-sounding podcasts. With the 
included M-Audio interface you can even record 
guitars, keyboards and other instruments. 

Includes: 

• High-quality broadcast microphone with desktop 
stand. 

• Professional M-Audio 24-bit/48kHz USB audio 
interface 

• Easy-to-use software for recording, 
editing and publishing your 
podcasts with RSS feeds. |$289.95 1 


Razer ProjClick VI .6 

The super-high 
performance 
mouse for - 
multimedia, 

design and CAD ^ 

Professionals, gaming and 
anyone serious about getting real control 
over their Mac. Featuring 1600dpi sensor, 

7 programmable non-slip butt ons, 

ambidextrous design and the 

Razer Precision™ engine. | $84.95 1 

Razer Pro|Pad Mouse Pad 

A professional mousing service designed for 
precision and accuracy. Double sided, long 
lasting surfaces on an anodized aluminum 
base. Specifically designed to support all 
opto-mechanical and optical mice, with a 
non-slip, anti-reflective, abrasion resistant 
hard coat. 330mm x 265mm dimensions. 








Razer Pro|Type Keyboard 

The first professional keyboard to feature an integrated 
docking station for the iPod. It is also highly customizable 
and has quick access media keys for convenience. 

Developed by a specialized team of professionals, the Razer 
Pro|Type™ delivers a superb innovation in functionality 
and ergonomics to take your efficiency and productivity to 
greater heights. 

• iPod Dock: Synchronize and charge your iPod easily 

• 10 Customizable Profiles: Configure keyboard profiles 
according to your needs 

• 10 Programmable Keys: Switch Profiles and launch 
applications with a touch of a button 

• Ultra Touch-sensitive keys: For enhanced and more 
precise key response 

• On-the-Fly Profile Switching: Auto swap keyboard 
profiles upon program detection 

• Multimedia Hub: Includes line-out and 2 USB ports for 
convenient connection to your peripherals 

• Media Hot Keys: Provide one-touch access 

to media programs [$2097951 


Ph: (03)98182100 826 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn Victoria 

Streetwise and the Streetwise Logo are registered trademarks of Streetwise Software Pty. Ltd. Mac and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 

Prices and specifications correct 7/11/07, but may be subject to change without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. 


Divine Design Creative Services (03) 9387-2797 










































































iTrip Auto 


Your iPod® on your car stereo 

Play and charge your iPod on the road. One-cord design. Back-lit 
LCD screen. Plug in and take your tunes for a ride. 


GRIFFIN 



PowerBlock 

Power and charge almost 

Travel 

anywhere 


Reflect , R „HPc , r privacvcase 


www.griffintechnology.com 
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3€-K 

030 Dan Warne 

Google goes IMAP 

3€-l 

044 Fleur Doidge 

DesignWyse on the rise 

3€-Y 

056 Martin Levins 

Education is the best protection 

3€-0 

068 Keith White 

Emphasis on design 

&Q 

082 Alex Kidman 

A tribute to Alt 


Nevus 

SS-N 

021 Leopard makes a big splash, 
but security concerns overshadow its 
success. At the same time genuine 
malware for OS X appears — we tell 
you how to diagnose and remove it. 
025 User group activities for 
December. 

027 Adobe’s developer conference 
looks to the future. 

028 Off the net. 
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032 What’s Leopard really 
worth? 

Andy Ihnatko 

Apple’s latest OS costs $158, but 
that’s not the whole story. Not all 
users will use all the different bits, 
so not everyone will find the same 
value. Here’s a rough guide to 
working out how much Leopard is 
worth to you. (Hint: not as much as 
it’s worth to Andy.) 
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Paul Zucker 

The High-definition battle has started 
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vying for attention. Is it time to make 
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3€-3 

046 Gear and gift guide 

Various authors 

Home entertainment, creative and 
travel ideas for the Mac geek in your 
life who wants nothing more than a 
cool gizmo. 
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064 Stop a MacBook from sleeping 
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07' AMW lab: GPS receivers 

Finding your lost horizon 

Mio Digiwalker C220 

m 

Hitachi MMP-501B 

m 

Garmin Forerunner 305 

Garmin nuvi 250W 
Mio Digiwalker A702 

W* 

Kogan FIO 

m 

TomTom One 3rd edition 
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07‘ Canon EOS 40D 

Strikes a balance between pro and 
consumer 

074 Nikon Coolpix 5100 

Powerful camera in a small package 

075 XDA Flame 

Packs a lot, costs a lot 

w 

07( NovaMind4Pro 

Highly visual, with lots of options 

m 

077 Fluid Mask 3 

Takes the pain out of extracting back¬ 
grounds 

07J Chocolatier 

Sweet entertainment 

MM 
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jupiterimages, 


—— 

Great images. Fast, simple search. 
Friendly customer service. 

Rights-Managed | Royalty-Free | Subscription 
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We have pictures. Great pictures. Inspiring pictures. And lots of them. 
Our exceptional account executives are here to make your life easier. 
Our superior search engine is simple and fast. 

Need imagery? Use Jupiterimages. 


www.jupiterimages.com.au 
1800 225 319 / NZ: 0800 603 700 




































Commentary on all and sundry 


Matthew JC. Powell 
has a deep and 
abiding passion 
for the Mac, the 
magazine and its 
readers — in no 
particular order. 


What's a meta for? 


HotMnks 

tinyurl.com/2afmk4 

If you like eye candy that much . 


I CONFESS, I’m not a huge fan of 
eye candy. I like my computer to 
look nice, and I like the display to 
be clear and clean, but anything that’s 
consuming processor cycles had bet¬ 
ter be doing something useful. Every 
visual trick should be communicating 
something, differentiating something 
or in some way enhancing the usabil¬ 
ity of the interface. Otherwise it’s just 
empty calories.” 

I wrote the above paragraph some 
months ago, when I first saw Windows 
Vista up close. It was going to be the 
start of a column lambasting Microsoft 
for pointless interface changes like 
the translucency of windows and 
menus which, when it’s all turned on 
at once, makes the screen very close 
to unusable. 

I decided, in the end, not to write 
that column. It didn’t have any direct 
Mac applications, so it just didn’t fit in 
this mag. However, having now used 
Leopard in its final shipping form, I 
thought I’d dust it off. 

Generally speaking, Apple has been 
pretty good at making sure that eye 
candy wasn’t just eye candy. Every¬ 
thing is communicative. Think about, 
for instance, the Cover Flow view in 
iTunes. At first, it’s just a silly novelty 
— but then you realise that you’ve al¬ 
ways searched for your music visually 
by scanning CD covers (or LP covers, 
if you’re my generation) and sud¬ 
denly Cover Flow makes an incredible 
degree of sense. 

Then along comes Leopard. 

Leopard adds a Cover Flow-style 
view to Finder windows, so now you 
can scan the contents of a folder 
visually. This is OK, but try dragging 


a file from the Cover Flow view in one 
Finder window to the Cover Flow view 
in another — it doesn’t work. What’s 
the point of a Finder view that doesn’t 
actually let you move your files? 

And what about Time Machine? 

If you find yourself in the unusual 
position of needing to restore your 
machine to an earlier state or dig up a 
file you accidentally deleted (or revive 
a fragment of a column you tossed 
away months ago), you’ll activate 
Time Machine and your desktop is 
replaced by the infinite expanse of 
the universe. Windows, each of them 
representing an earlier state of the 
one you were working in, stretch off 
into space. 

Space. This is a time machine, 
right? So the windows are stretching 
back in time, and that is represented 
by the metaphor of stretching off into 
space. I don’t get it. It’s been a while 
since I read Hawking, but if I recall 
correctly space and time are two dif¬ 
ferent things, albeit intrinsically linked. 
The files I’m looking for are temporally 
displaced, not spatially — so space 
travel ought not to come into this. 

What’s worse, the backdrop is 
a picture of a galaxy with a bright 
centre. Stars wander lazily past, 
suggesting that we, and our files, are 
gradually drifting towards the bright 
centre of the galaxy. 

What is Apple trying to tell me? Rely 
on Time Machine and your files will be 
dragged into the inexorable gravita¬ 
tional hold of a galactic inferno? That 
doesn’t seem good. 

Then there’s Stacks. In Tiger I 
have a folder in my Documents 
folder called “Desktop Stuff”. There’s 
an alias of that folder in the Dock, 
and whenever a program dumps 
something on the desktop I move it 


in. I can even click and hold on the 
folder in the Dock and the complete 
list of everything in the folder appears. 
That’s useful. 

In Leopard, there’s a mandatory 
“stack” on the Dock called Down¬ 
loads, and everything you download 
heads there. Click on it, and a “stack” 
of the dozen or so most recent items 
appears, represented visually. The 
“stack” fans off to the right. 

When I stack stuff out here in the 
real world, it goes straight up and 
down. The stack in "Stacks” looks 
precariously close to toppling over. 

Is this trying to tell me not to put too 
much stuff in the stack? What’s the 
message Apple? 

Of course if I do put too much stuff 
in the stack it changes to a grid. Of 
pictures of my files. But not all of 
them. There’s nothing much I can do 
to get back that old useful list I used 
to get in Tiger. 

How does that improve my 
productivity? 

And don’t even get me started on 
why windows on the desktop are 
reflected in the Dock, or why the menu 
bar is translucent — what, exactly, do 
you think people need to see back 
there, Steve? 

All of these things detract from, 
rather than improving, the user experi¬ 
ence. What’s more, they all consume 
processor cycles and RAM. Maybe 
not a lot, but enough that you need at 
minimum an 867MHz G4, rather than 
a 667MHz G4, to install the thing. 

Ah, now I understand. ^ 


C 


We all shine on.. 
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ital TV Mac! 



NEW TVMINI 2 ONLY $ 99 

Watch or record your favourite TV shows on your Mac. Export 
them direct to your iPod and watch them on the run! It's never 
been easier to enjoy digital TV on your Mac and iPod thanks to 
Miglia's newTVMini 2 ! 

TVMini 2 is the smallest available digital TV tuner for your Mac® 


A TV card specifically designed for Apple's MacBook Pro. Enjoy live digital 

TV, record to your hard drive, edit your favourite shows and burn them onto 

DVDs without using existing USB Ports. A truly mobile solution for a truly mobile Mac. 

Key Features 

• Includes! The Tube TV software. 

• Great performance, crystal clear picture, perfect sound! 

• Antenna amplification for weak signal areas. 

• Export to iPod or Apple TV. 

• 2 year warranty! 



’ Export TV shows straight to your iPod or Apple TV. 

1 Includes 'The Tube' TV software featuring Deja Vu and 
Timeshift, allowing you to rewind the show and 
start recording it from the beginning. 

1 Great performance, crystal clear 
picture and perfect sound! 

> High quality chip set giving 
less heat & more reliability. 

» 24 month warranty! 

Mac with built in USB 2.0 connectivity 
G4/1.25 Ghz or higher, Intel processor • Mac OSX 10.4 or higher^ 

Requires internet connection to activate The Tube softvyai 
































jbl multimedia 


H A Harman International Company 


Comes with remote control 


jbl radial 



Call us for the name of your nearest reseller! 



JBL Radial delivers clean, powerful high- and mid-frequency 
sound and plenty of deep, distortion-free bass from a compact 
device with almost unlimited versatility. As a music system, JBL 
Radial stands alone. As a computer peripheral, it replaces your 
external speakers and subwoofer. And as a multimedia entertain¬ 
ment center, it even sends your iPod photos and video to a TV 
monitor. But however and wherever you use it, it’s the sound that 
sets JBL Radial apart. 


Just connect your iPod, MP3 player or other music 
source to JBL On Time and experience clean, 
powerful and dynamic sound. JBL On Time includes 
a radio, clock and dual alarm, and is the world’s 
first time machine to include a menu-driven, 
intuitive user interface. 




jbl on stage 'll 

The new JBL On Stage II turns your iPod into a rich 
sound system that includes a sync point to your 
PC or Mac. It’s also a charger for your iPod, even 
when your computer’s switched off. JBL On Stage II 
puts your iPod on stage, and puts you in control. 

* The trademark On Stage is used with permission of OSA International, Inc. 


CoNeXuS 


Australian Distributor 
www.conexus.com.au | 02 9975 2799 


jbl spyro'&jbl spot" 

are both powerful, compact 2.i-channel 
multimedia sound systems. 

JBL Spyro consists of a pair of delicately 
beautiful satellites and an innocent¬ 
looking subwoofer. This awesome sound 
system is available in white, black, fuchsia 
and retro blue. 

JBL Spot comes with interchangeable 
black and white outer covers. But an eye¬ 
opening array of optional covers (JBL 
wrappers) in other colours and patterns is 
available . The choice is yours - and you 
can always change your mind later. 

The only thing that cannot be changed 
about JBL Spot and JBL Spyro is the 
fantastic sound. 




























Until the 01.2008 issue, Conexus 
(02 9975 2799) is giving a set of 
JBL Reference 200 headphones 
valued at $140 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who sends in 
what we deem to be the most 
interesting letter. 

Earphones have always been a 
smaller, more portable alterna¬ 
tive to traditional headphones, 
and JBL Reference 200 Series 
earphones are certainly that. But 
Reference 200 Series earphones 
are designed to perform more like 
their larger counterparts. Is it pos¬ 
sible to get realistic, full-spectrum 
sound from virtually weightless 
earphones that can easily slip into 
a pocket? Would we have brought 
it up if the answer were no? 

The JBL Reference 220 features: 

• comfortable in-ear design 

• High-quality miniature 
transducers 

• Foam ear pads, silicone in-ear 
inserts, detachable ear cuffs or a 
foldable under-chin strap, so you 
can wear them your way 
They’re available in black or white 
(winner’s choice). 


Letters should be e-mailed to mat- 
thew.powell@niche.com.au with a 
subject header of “Command - V” 
or by post to Australian Macworld 
Mailbox, 170 Dorcas Street, South 
Melbourne, Victoria 3205. Letters 
of fewer than 200 words are given 
preference. We reserve the right to 
edit letters and probably will. To be 
eligible for the Reference 220 prize, 
you must include your full name and 
address, including state or territory. 


Reference 220 letter of the month 



Your magazine, 
your forum. 


A SAGA OF MEMORY 

Throughout many years of using a com¬ 
puter I have always been a reasonably 
contented PC/Windows user. However 
when the time came to buy a laptop, in 
late May 2006 I decided that I would buy 
a MacBook. This I did from Next Byte in 
Adelaide. In doing so I also purchased the 
three-year Apple Protection Plan. 

For seven months I enjoyed trouble-free 
computing until early in January 2007 I ex¬ 
perienced the first of many kernel panics. 

At first these were intermittent but gradually 
they became more regular. I spent hours 
on the telephone to Apple technical sup¬ 
port. On one occasion I was asked to run 
the machine overnight for 13-14 hours to 
ascertain if there was a hardware problem. 
This I did, but no hardware error was 
detected. After frequent kernel panics, the 
machine eventually became inoperable. I 
therefore took it to Next Byte where, follow¬ 
ing diagnostic tests, the logic board was 
replaced. This was in March 2007. 

It is interesting to note that a hardware fault 
was detected even though the running 
of the machine overnight earlier had not 
detected any hardware fault. 

My frustration was exacerbated when the 
kernel panics returned and the machine 
effectively died again. I took the machine 
back to Next Byte. At first they advised 
that I had to ring support in Sydney but 
— given the time already spent on the 
phone to Apple technical support and the 
fact that Next Byte had not fixed the prob¬ 
lem with the first repair — I requested the 
Next Byte store manager to talk to Apple 
technical support on my behalf while we 
were both in the store. 

This he did and Apple support advised 
that I had to do an "Archive And Install”. I 
protested again because, having already 
spent hours on the phone to Apple support 
and with a machine that did not work at 
all, how was I going to do this? I requested 
Next Byte undertake the install. I was 
informed by Next Byte that I would have to 
pay for that. 

After further airing of frustrations the store 
manager agreed to ask one of his Next 
Byte store experts to look at the machine 
and to get it working so that they could 


do the install. Fortunately he did, because 
the whole exercise was apparently quite 
difficult and took a considerable amount 
of time. 

However, as soon as they had completed 
their work the machine had another kernel 
panic. 

I am baffled at a system that requires 
purchasers to take responsibility for 
diagnosing faults, albeit with Apple techni¬ 
cal support, and if they are not capable 
of doing so, to have to pay to have faults 
diagnosed. 

This is scarcely the much-vaunted “ease of 
use” that people like myself switch for. 

In May 2007 Next Byte replaced the logic 
board for a second time. 

In August 2007 I moved to the UK to live. I 
did experience the occasional kernel panic 
before I left but at least I was able to use 
the machine. 

However on the very first day that I arrived 
in the UK I had another quite serious kernel 
panic causing the machine to become 
inoperable. 

So I drove approximately 40 kilometres 
and took the laptop to an Apple store in 
Southampton. After a couple of days I was 
advised that the memory had failed the 
extensive Apple diagnostic tests. 

I was even more surprised to be advised 
that, as the memory in the laptop was not 
Apple memory, the warranty was void and I 
would need to pay 120 Pounds to have the 
memory replaced with Apple memory. 

At the time of purchase the MacBook 
came standard with 512MB of memory but 
I upgraded this so there were two pieces of 
512MB memory in the laptop. 

I note from my tax invoice that the ad¬ 
ditional memory had a part no. IAD226U 
which is not Apple memory. In addition 
it does not appear to even meet Apple 
memory specifications as it does not have 
any reference on it to being a PC2-5300, 
(although the invoice says it is). 

It is interesting to note that the invoice also 
says that the memory only has a five-year 
warranty. Apple memory has a lifetime 
warranty. 

The other 512MB of memory is manufac- 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Mentor letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to matthew.powell@ 
niche.com.au with a subject header of “Command - V". Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges' decision in relation to any aspect of the 
competition is final and binding on every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually 
judged based on its degree of interest. 4. Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no 
responsibility for late or misdirected entries. 6. The best entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change 
in the value of the prize occurring between the publish date and the date the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) 
will be notified by mail. 10. All entries become the property of the Promoter. 11. The collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided in connection with this competition 
is governed by the Privacy Notice 12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of 170 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 Ph 03 9525 5566, (ABN 13 064 613 529). 
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tured by Siemens, which surely is not an 
Apple part either. This part however does 
seem to meet the required specification 
and has the reference PC2-5300 on it. 

I have requested Next Byte to reimburse 
me for the cost of the Apple memory 
installed by Apple in Southampton. 

They have replied that the RAM they are 
using is “not in breach of Apple’s warranty 
terms — as the memory is regarded by 
Apple as a ‘user replaceable part’ the 
customer is free to use whichever brand 
they deem fit”. 

But the AppleCare Protection Plan clearly 
states that the Plan does not cover ‘"Third- 
Party products or their effects on the 
Covered Equipment". 

The MacBook comes in a number of 
configurations including memory. The 
standard RAM is insufficient, particularly 
as I wanted to use the multimedia software 
coming with the machine. When someone 
orders a 1GB configuration how are they 
supposed to know that some of the RAM is 
non-standard and voids the warranty? 

I have replied and challenged their re¬ 
sponse but have not received a reply. 

I have not been able to use my laptop for 
long periods between January and August 
2007 and this has caused me significant 
inconvenience and financial loss. The 
hours spent on the phone to Apple support 
were very time consuming and frustrat¬ 
ing as they were unable to diagnose the 
problem. 

The whole episode has left me with a sour 
taste — Apple and Next Byte have shown 
scant regard for the inconvenience that the 


Hotjjnks 

www.apple.com/au/support 

www.nextbyte.com.au/nbservice 

People Mac users rely upon 


problems have caused. It appears to be a 
classic case of organisations not wanting 
to know after the product has been sold. 

Apple seems to have a system that 
prevents one getting through to someone 
with experience and superior technical 
knowledge. It is easy to access an ordinary 
technician — if you are prepared to wait 

— but it proved almost impossible to get 
through to a superior or someone who 
might have the knowledge or ability to find 
a way to identify the cause of the problem. 

I also found Apple Customer Relations 
extremely difficult to reach and talk to. They 
proved obdurate and failed to appreciate 
the huge inconvenience that I had suffered. 
I also did not receive any response to two 
e-mails sent to them. 

Next Byte has also been shown to be 
lacking in its quality control and technical 
support and also, ultimately, lacking in 
customer relations. It was Next Byte that 
supplied RAM that voided the warranty and 
whose diagnostic techniques twice failed 
to find the real cause of the problem. 

This is a series of events that no one 
should have to experience. By advising 
you I hope that we can put pressure on 
Next Byte to reimburse me for the cost 
of the Apple memory but, in addition, 
perhaps we can get Apple and Next Byte 
to look at their support, their “partnership" 
and procedures to prevent this happening 
to any one else. 

Martin Harrison, 

Torrens Park, SA 

We wouldn’t normally run a letter this long 
on these pages (so apologies to other 
writers) but this story just had to be told 
somewhere. If Apple and/or Next Byte 
would like to reply to this situation, AMW will 
happily print their responses. 

— Matthew JC. Powell 
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COMING TO AMW podcast. Australian Macworld's 

very own podcast goes live on the 30th of 
November. Subscribe via the iTunes Store to 
hear more about what we're up to in 2008 
and to win fabulous prizes! 

Mobile security. You're at your most 
vulnerable when you're on the road — but 
you don’t have to be. 

AMW lab: backup storage. So you’ve got 
Leopard and you’ve plugged in Time Ma¬ 
chine, and you need a bigger external drive. 

To advertise. Call Liana Pappas 
03 9948 4976. 

To subscribe. Free-call 1800 804 160. 
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Cover my cover. With all the downloadable 
music available is there still a place for album 
covers? There sure is. Desktop looks at 
album cover designs that grab our attention. 
Studio of dreams. If you could build your 
ultimate studio, what would it have in it? This 
month we look at the hottest products out 
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Studio. The post-production resource 
centre. 
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03 99484971. 

To subscribe. Free-call 1800 804 160. 
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Tune into HDTV on your Mac 



watch record edit enjoy 

Award-winning EyeTV turns your Mac into the coolest television in the house. Work or 
surf the Web and watch TV at the same time. Record your shows to enjoy later, and play 
them on your iPod® and Apple TV™. 



NEW! 


Free EyeTV software update 
for Leopard™. 

Cover Flow Quick Look 

iChat Spaces 


7: Recommended retail price. 



Enjoy 6 free months of IceTV valued at $66. 


3 months free with EyeTV, plus a rebate for an additional 
3 months free from iceTV.com.au/eyetv 
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Master the essentials 
of FileMaker 9 

Get the FileMaker Training 
Series for only AU$129 (Inc GST) 



r 



FileMaker 

TRAINING SERIES 


Consider using the FileMaker 
Training Series if you are: 

• Familiar with the basics of FileMaker 
Pro and want solid grounding in key 
development principles, or, 




v 


Learn FileMaker 9 at your own pace! • 

The FileMaker Training Series is the official 
curriculum from FileMaker, Inc. You'll receive 
12 modules that cover a comprehensive set of 
topics to provide you with building blocks for 
successful FileMaker solution development. # 


Comfortable with FileMaker Pro and 
want to advance your development 
skills, or, 

An expert developer and want to fill 
any gaps in your knowledge, or, 

Planning to become a FileMaker 9 
Certified Developer. 



Get more than 500 full-color pages of detailed step-by-step instructions on key 
FileMaker development topics. When you purchase the FileMaker Training Series, in 
addition to the manual, you'll receive a CD with demo files, exercises, and videos to 
help you guide through the materials. 

Learn more: www.filemaker.com.au/fts 


J 


FileMaker. 


© 2007 FileMaker, Inc. All rights reserved. FileMaker and the file folder logo are either registered 
trademarks or trademarks of FileMaker, Inc., in the U.S. and other countries. Prices listed in Australian 
Dollars, including GST and are subject to change without notice. 
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Fixing the BSOD 
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Secupity concerns mar 
Leopard launch 


A PPLE sold over two million copies of Mac OS 
X 10.5 in its first weekend of availability in 
late October, making it easily the fastest-sell¬ 
ing version of Mac OS ever. The combination of iPod 
and iPhone “halo effects” plus the enormous pent-up 
demand created as Tiger users waited for the new OS, 
contributed to the blockbuster opening. 

For most of those users, they found a zippier, more 
responsive operating system with in-built backup, gor¬ 
geous new high-resolution icons and a multitude of pro¬ 
ductivity and user-experience enhancements. 

Unfortunately, that feel-good story barely rated a 
mention in most of the press coverage, which was more 
concerned with the glitches and — worryingly - security 
problems in the new release. 

First there was the Leopard Blue Screen Of Death 
(which pinched its name from the crashes that used to 
plague Windows). Many users who performed straight 
upgrades of their systems rather than “Archive and In¬ 
stall” upgrades or clean installations found that at the 
end of the process their computers hung on a blue screen 
(a different shade from the Windows one) indefinitely. 
The problem was traced to Unsanity’s APE framework, 
installed as part of Application Enhancer and bundled 
with a number of third-party products, including Logi¬ 
tech keyboards. Within hours of the bug being reported 
Apple had posted a fix, albeit a geeky one, on its support 
forums (see “Hotlinks”). The best advice is to uninstall 
APE frameworks if they’re on your machine before mov¬ 
ing to Leopard. 

Of considerably more concern are the flaws being spot¬ 
ted in Leopard’s much-vaunted security (a factor which 
prompted untold numbers of Windows users to switch 


to Mac). Leopard’s built-in firewall is not activated by 
default, and even when you do activate it it is not au¬ 
tomatically in “stealth” mode (which hides the computer 
from detection on the internet). 

Even in stealth mode, though, computers running 
Leopard can still be located and “pinged” - meaning 
that they are still visible and might be vulnerable to ma¬ 
licious exploits. Stealth mode only seems to apply to 
some ports - most ports remain visible but closed, while 
others remain visible and even responsive to remote re¬ 
quests. Using any of the online security-testing web sites 
provided by companies such as ShieldsUp and Syman¬ 
tec, Leopard fails the test. 

Deeper problems. More esoterically, and less easily 
noticed, the memory randomisation touted for Leopard 
turns out to be a half-measure. Apple had indicated be¬ 
fore the launch that Leopard would introduce a sys¬ 
tem whereby various functions of the operating system 
would be executed in random sections of the computer’s 
memory, rather than always being assigned to the same 
address. This means that hackers, should they find a 
way to attack, would not be able to attack those known 
memory addresses in the knowledge of what functions 
will be performed there. 

I told you it was esoteric. 

Unfortunately, it turns out that Leopard does not fully 
randomise its memory allocations, and some functions 
such as the Dynamic Linking Library are not random at 
all. While this does not necessarily mean that Leopard is 
vulnerable to attack, it does mean that if a vulnerability 
were opened, hackers would know what part of the Mac 
they could attack. — Matthew JC. Powell 


[MAC os] 
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[SECURITY] 


Hol|nks 

www.intego.com/news/ism0705.asp 

Intego’s security alert about OSX.RSPIug.A 

Trojan Horse warning: What you need to know 


A S mentioned in the lead news item, a new piece 
of OS X malware has been discovered. Intego 
has named this malware the OSX.RSPIug.A 
Trojan Horse. Note that this malware is not a virus - it 
can’t self-propagate from one machine to another. It is, 
however, definitely malicious, and it’s packaged in a 
well-designed trojan horse wrapper. 

Your machine could be infected if you’ve recently 
gone looking for some, um, less-than-flattering pictures 
of Britney Spears. Thinking you’ve found what you’re 
looking for, you click a video to watch it, only to see 
a message stating that your machine lacks the neces¬ 
sary codec. A disk image will then start downloading, 
and (depending on the settings on your machine) may 
then mount and launch an installer, which asks for your 
admin password. 

Rule #1 : Do not install software from untrusted sourc¬ 
es. Especially if that software comes as an installer pack¬ 
age and requests your administrator’s password! How¬ 
ever, if you do proceed to run the installer, here’s what 
will happen: 

• Sorry, but you won’t be able to watch those videos, as 
no codec was installed. 

• Your DNS will be changed to point to malicious DNS 
machines. What this means is that even if you type 
www.apple.com in your browser’s URL area, you may 
be taken there, to a phishing “clone” of that site, or to 
another site completely. Where you wind up depends 
solely on how the malicious DNS machines are con¬ 
figured. If you consider ebay.com or paypal.com, for 
instance, the consequences may be dire. 

A cron job (scheduled task) will run every minute to 
restore the malicious DNS info, in case you change it. 

This is really bad. Really. And even though it’s targeted 
at porn surfers today, the malware could easily be asso¬ 
ciated with anything else, like a new viral video site, or 
a site that purports to show highlights from Australian 
Idol. Because this thing may spread to other such sites, 
we spent some time investigating the Trojan - no, not 
its source sites! — to determine the best way to tell if 
you’ve been infected, as well as how to remove the soft¬ 
ware if you do find it on your machine. 

How to detect the trojan horse. What makes this 
trojan sneaky (for OS X 10.4 users, at least) is that there’s 
no visible way to see that the DNS information has been 


changed. So how can you tell if you’ve been infected? 
If you’re a VirusBarrier user and you have your defini¬ 
tions updated, VirusBarrier will both find and remove 
the trojan horse. Similarly, Sophos has issued a state¬ 
ment saying its Antivirus product detects and removes 
this Trojan horse. 

If you’re running OS X 10.5, open your Network Sys¬ 
tem Preferences pane and select your active interface 
(AirPort, Ethernet), then click Advanced. On the Ad¬ 
vanced screen, click on the DNS tab. The leftmost box 
contains your DNS servers, and all the entries should be 
in black. If the trojan has been installed on your ma¬ 
chine, you’ll see the phantom DNS in grey, listed above 
your normal DNS information. 

Note: There are other situations where the DNS info 
may be grey — it appears that if your DNS is provided 
by another machine, for instance, then your legitimate 
DNS information will be in grey, not black. So while this 
may be an indicator, keep reading for the best way to be 
certain if your machine is infected. 

The easiest way to tell if you’ve been infected is to 
go to the top-level /Library/Internet Plug-Ins folder, and 
look for a file named plugins.settings. If you find one 
there, chances are, you’re infected. However, since the 
names used by the malware authors may change, it’s 
best to check a couple of other spots as well. 

The other thing to check is for the presence of the root 
cron job. To do this, open Terminal (in /Applications/ 
Utilities) and type sudo crontab -1 

44 Ethernet 


TCP/IP DNS 


DNS Servers: 

4\.134.-*#.250 
4*. 134. *#.251 

<*/. 168 ./. 88 
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Enter your admin password when asked, and Terminal 
will then display any cron tasks for root. Typically this 
will be blank. If you see this output, though, it means 
you’ve got the malware: 

* * * * * "/Library/Internet Plug-Ins/ 
plugins.settings">/dev/null 2>&1 
If you really want to be sure, you can run scutil in Ter¬ 
minal (it’s an interface to configd, an OS X system util¬ 
ity). Type scutil and press Return, then type show 
State :/Network/Global/DNS at the prompt, fol¬ 
lowed by another Return. The output will look some¬ 
thing like this: 

<dictionary> { 

ServerAddresses : <array> { 

0 : 123.12.34.56 
1 : 234.65.43.21 
} 

} 

Those are all the DNS servers your machine knows about. 
(You can type exit to get out of scutil and back to Ter¬ 
minal.) Look at that list and compare it to what you see in 
the Network preferences panel — make sure you click into 
the two-line DNS Servers box there and use your down 
arrow key, just in case there are more servers listed than 
you can see. The two lists should be the same. If you see 
servers in the output from scutil that you don’t see in the 
GUI, then the trojan has probably been installed. 

How to remove the trojan horse. If you’re infect¬ 
ed, what’s the easiest way to get rid of the trojan horse? 
As noted above, some antivirus software will do the job, 
using the latest virus definitions. However, you can do 


Hgtgnks 

www.macosxhints.com/article.php?story=20071018143409599 

See Leopard’s hi-res icons for yourself 

Speaking of Blue Screens 

O NE of the nicer bits of OS X 10.5’s “eye candy” is 
its support of icons up to 512x512 pixels - mas¬ 
sively more detailed than Mac OS icons previ¬ 
ously could be. The change has not spread throughout 
the system, and as far as we’re aware no third-party 
applications have the new quarter-megapixel icons yet. 
However, the parts of Leopard that do include the high- 
res icons are a joy to look at. 

For instance, where you used to get a fairly bluriy- 
looking generic icon for your type of Mac in the sidebar, 
you’ll now find a startlingly detailed image — and you 
can tell the difference between different screen sizes of 


it yourself, if you wish, though it will require a tiny bit 
of Terminal work. Here’s what you need to do - and 
yes, I infected my own machine and tested this (on OS 
X 10.5, but OS X 10.4 should be identical) to make sure 
it works. 

1. In the Finder, navigate to /Library/Internet Plug- 
Ins, and delete the file named plugins.settings. Empty 
the trash. This deletes the tool that sets the rogue DNS 
Server information. 

2. In Terminal, type sudo crontab -r and provide 
your admin password when asked. This deletes the root 
cron job that checks the DNS Server settings. You can 
prove it worked by typing sudo crontab -1; you 
should see the message “crontab: no crontab for root.” 

3. Open your Network System Preferences panel, go to 
the DNS Server box, and copy the entries you can see to 
a Stickies note, TextEdit document, or memorise them. 
Retype those same values in the box, then click Apply. 

4. Reboot your Mac. After you reboot, you can confirm 
you’re free of the trojan horse (in OS X 10.5) by opening 
the Advanced pane of the Network System Preferences 
panel and looking at the DNS tab — you shouldn’t see 
any grey entries. In Tiger, to really prove that you’re 
free of the infestation, use the scutil command detailed 
above, as that’s the only way to see all the DNS Servers 
your machine knows about. 

As always, the best way to avoid these things is to 
not install software from untrusted sources — especially 
if it comes as an installer package and requests your 
administrator’s password! But if you do get infected, at 
least you’ll know how to confirm you have an issue, and 
remove the troublesome software. — Rob Griffiths 



[ODD SPOT] 


iMacs. At maximum size, these icons are 
near-photographic. 

Of course, eveiy once in a while you’ll 
be connecting your Mac to a Windows 
PC for file-sharing or other uses. In that 
case you’ll find a “Generic PC” icon in the 
sidebar. Apple’s designers have decided to 
have a bit of fun at Microsoft’s expense 
(and why not?) in designing that icon. 

Just in case you’ll never see it, or at 
least not at full size, here it is. 

— Matthew JC. Powell 
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Hotjfnks 

www.phonefingers.com 

Straight to the point 

iPod Gizmo of the 
month: Phone Fingers 

A PPLE’S iPhone and iPod touch, with their sleek, 
glassy, touch-sensitive surfaces, simply call out 
to be stroked. Indeed, that’s the only way you 
can use them. So what happens if, like most of us, you 
have greasy, oily fingers with dead skin, ear wax and the 
detritus of the day caked upon them? 

Your gorgeous device is going to look a little icky be¬ 
fore too long. 

Enter Phone Fingers, latex finger gloves for use with 
touch-sensitive devices such as iPhone and iPod touch 
(and probably other devices as well). 

Generally speaking, these devices won’t work with 
gloves on because the screens react only to skin contact 
and most gloves are too thick. The Phone fingers are so 
thin that your iPod doesn’t know you’re wearing them 



and there’s zero loss of sensation - it’s like going bare- 
back. And they’re available in sizes ranging from small 
to extra large - to suit all sizes of appendage. 

At first glance, of course, Phone Fingers look like a 
joke product, but all indications are they’re legit. And 
of so, they would keep your iPod touch or iPhone screen 
looking good for longer. And think of the attention 
you’ll get using them in public. — Matthew JC. Powell 




iPod touch, iPod classic, iPod nano, iPod shuffle 


MacBook Pro, Mac Pro 


_ J 

http://www.infinitesystems.com.au/mw 


123 Charlotte St Brisbane ■ 07 3210 7400 


Learn Final Cut Pro: 

• FCP100 (2 days) 

• FCP101 (3 days) 

• FCP200 (5 days) 

Apple Certified 
Final Cut Pro trainer 
on staff. 


http://www.infinitesystems.com.au/training.html 
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matthew.powell@niche.com.au 

Got a group that’s not listed here? Drop us a line 


[USERS AND GROUPS] 

MUG activities 



ISBEBE9 




Sat 1 December 
AUSOM Incorporated [VIC] 
www.ausom.net.au 
Mon 3 

Southern Highlands Macintosh Users’ Group — SHMUG [NSW] 
www.shcug.org.au 

Sydney Apple Macintosh Users Groups — AMUG [NSW] 

homepage.mac.com/sydamug 

Gold Coast Macintosh User Group [QLD] 

www.goldcoastmacusers.org.au 

Tue 4 

MacTalk — Newcastle & The Hunter Macintosh User Group [NSW] 

groups.yahoo.com/group/MacTalk 

Western Australia Mac User Group — WAMUG 

www.wamug.org.au 

Wed 5 

Toowoomba Apple & Mac UG — TAAMUG [QLD] 

www.taamug.org.au 

SA Apple Users Club (SAAUC) [SA] 



www.saauc.org.au 
Club Mac [NSW] 
www.clubmac.org.au 
Thu 6 

TasMac [TAS] 

groups.yahoo.com/group/tasmug 
Fri 7 

SA Apple Users Club (SAAUC) [SA] 

www.saauc.org.au 

Sun 9 

Gold Coast Apple Users Group [QLD] 
home.worldlink.com.au/appleserv/GCUsers.html 
Mon 10 

Southern Highlands Macintosh Users’ Group — SHMUG [NSW] 
www.shcug.org.au 

Macintosh Users Group Sunshine Coast (MUGSUNCO) [QLD] 

www.mugsunco.org.au 

Tue 11 

ACT Apple Users Group [ACT] 

www.actapple.org.au 

Macintosh Multimedia Group [3MG] [VIC] 

www.ausom.net.au/multimedia.html 

www.imug.com.au 

iMug (Internet Macintosh User Group Inc) [VIC] 

www.imug.com.au 

Wed 12 

Bellarine Mac User Group — BMUG [VIC] 

www.bellarinemac.org.au 

Coffs Harbour Mac User Group [NSW] 

groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users 

Retirees & Others 

www.ausom.net.au/retirees.html 

Club Mac [NSW] 

www.clubmac.org.au 

Southern Highlands Macintosh Users’ Group — SHMUG [NSW] 

www.shcug.org.au 

Mon 17 

Byron Shire Macintosh Users Group — BSMUG [NSW] 

www.ozshop.net/bsmug 

Wed 19 

Melbourne CocoaHeads [VIC] 
www.melbournecocoaheads.com 

— List compiled by Nicholas Pyers 
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AND MORE!! 

email: sales@zytech.com.au 
Ph:(08) 9721 1125 Fx:(08) 9721 1126 
See us now at www.zytech.com.au 
















































































[SOFTWARE] 


Hot|nks 

www.adobe.com/products/flashlite 

Flash Lite 

labs.adobe.com/downloads/mediaplayer.html 

Adobe Media Player 

labs.adobe.com/technologies/air/ 

Come up for AIR 

labs.adobe.com/technologies/flex/ 

Flex web development 

labs.adobe.com/wiki/index.php/Astro 

The next Flash 


www.adobe.com/special/buzzword/faq.html 

Online word processing 

share.adobe.com 

And SHARE alike 

pac.ifica.net/2007/09/test.html 

The VOIP bandwagon 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlFCV2spKtg 

Seam Carving 


Adobe looks to the future 


Seams 

amazing. 

Content-based 
image resizing 

— “seam carving” 

— will be a future 

hot feature in 
Photoshop. 


You 


Image resize 



D Share qp Favorite Add to Playlists 8f> Flag 

Rate: views: 554,205 

★ ★★★ 


A DOBE held its MAX conference for developers, 
designers and other interested stakeholders in 
Chicago at the start of October. During the con¬ 
ference, the company talked about new products in the 
pipelines now and gave some incredible insights into 
developments that will probably find their way into fu¬ 
ture Adobe products. 

First up was FlashLite, a streamlined version of the 
ubiquitous Flash Player designed specifically for mobile 
phones. 

FlashLite will enable future devices - to use Flash 
content like fully-fledged web browsers. 

Next was Adobe Media Player, Adobe’s entry into the 
already-crowded market for rich-content delivery plat¬ 
forms on the web. Adobe Media Player supports Flash 
Video and enables providers to control distribution and 
monetisation of their content in ways that other players 
can’t. The Media Player works in conjunction with Ado¬ 
be Integrated Runtime (AIR), a platform which enables 
developers to use existing skills in HTML, AJAX, Java 
and Flash to build and deploy fully-fledged applications 
over the web. 

AIR, of course, does not replace Adobe’s existing inter¬ 
net-application development platform, Flex, for which it 
released a second beta of version 3 at MAX. Flex inte¬ 
grates with AIR, so developers famil¬ 
iar with Flex can utilise their skills 
on that platform as well. Meanwhile 
Flex is also making moves into open 
source, with a FlexBuilder applica¬ 
tion now available for Linux, albeit 
with a reduced feature set. 

Adobe also previewed Astro, which 
will eventually become Flash Player. 
Astro incorporates limited 3D sup¬ 
port (similar to the 3D support in 
Photoshop, new filters, blend modes 
and effects, and — most significantly 
- much-improved text support. Astro 
supports right to left printing for lan¬ 
guages such as Hebrew and Arabic. 


Still in the rich internet applications space, Adobe 
launched a shot across Google’s bow with Buzzword, an 
online word processor which it acquired recently from 
a startup called Virtual Ubiquity. Built on Adobe Flex, 
Buzzword has a fully-featured user interface and sup¬ 
ports Microsoft Word documents. In use, it looks and 
feels exactly like a desktop application. 

Also in the online application space, Adobe previewed 
SHARE, a Flex-based document-sharing platform that 
looks like an obvious future competitor to Google Docs. 
At this stage Adobe offers 1GB of storage with the pre¬ 
view of SHARE, but expect that to increase exponen¬ 
tially when the product is commercial. 

Pacifica marks Adobe’s entiy into the VOIP market. 
More than just a free phone call platform, Adobe plans 
Pacifica as an integral part of its Adobe Hosted Applica¬ 
tions system, with support for video calling and real¬ 
time collaboration using AIR-based applications. 

Sneak peeks. As if all of that wasn’t enough, Adobe 
allowed some very interesting glimpses into the future 
of its creative applications, including online versions 
of its Premiere video-editing application and flagship 
Photoshop. Premiere Express and Photoshop Express, 
as they are known, will enable users to upload media 
content, edit and manipulate it online, and share it with 
other users. 

More interestingly, those other users will also have the 
ability to edit and manipulate the same content non-de- 
structively online. Essentially, while the original, media 
remains untouched, the Express applications create lists 
of edits that generate a final output. 

And the next jaw-dropping feature of Photoshop 
(probably slated for CS4) also got an outing. Seam Carv¬ 
ing is a process whereby images can be resized based 
on intelligent assessment of their content rather than 
simple scaling and cropping. The assessment can be ei¬ 
ther automatic or user-assisted, and the results are truly 
stunning. If you thought Photoshop could already do 
everything it could ever be expected to do, you have to 
see Seam Carving. — Matthew JC. Powell 


► 026 AMW December 07 



















hardware I lifestyle I choice Kimorld 



6of 15 


DLO HomeDock 
Music Remote 

Dock & control your iPod while you 
browse & control wirelessly from 
anywhere in the house. Displays 
iPod instantly. Build a playlist on the 
fly, charge your iPod & Music 
Remote in the base dock. 

Ready to go out of the box. 



DLO PowerBug 





DLO Auto Pair 

Two port USB Charger; 

Charge your phone and iPod/MP3 
player simultaneously while on the 
road. Intelligent fuse protected 
charger bulb takes up no more 
space than typical single chargel 




USB A/C Charger is a Made for 
iPod Authorised Product. So you 
know that you are getting quality. 
Charge your ipod or any other 
USB device. 


Now Playing 

6 of 15 

Streamlined 
Slow Runner 
No Disassemble 

1:22 -2:38 


DLO Tunestik II 


Wireless FM Transmitter & RF 
Remote with LCD screen for iPod. 
An integrated pass-through dock 
connector, which gives you the 
freedom to combine TuneStik II with 
virtually any iPod accessory adding 
an RF remote (with built in LCD 
Screen) and an FM transmitter to 
nearly all your iPod gear. 






your ipod :: your lifestyle :: your choice 


Available from all major retailers For local resellers contact hipgizmos.com For more product details visit dlo.com 


phone 03 9532 3300 fax 03 9532 3211 email sales@iworldaustralia.com.au web iworldaustralia.com.au 






















[SHAREWARE] 


HotMnks 

www.ausmac.net 

Get it here 

Off the net 

Skype 2.6.0.151 Freeware X (10.4) Intel/PI 

If you haven’t updated your version of Skype lately, try 
the latest version, which has impressively smooth video 
chat that can be scaled up to full screen and great echo 
cancellation (so you don’t hear your voice echoing back 
through your friend’s speakers). Definitely superior to 
iChat’s video chat. 

Displaperture 1.0 Freeware X (10.4) Intel/PI 

Miss the rounded screen corners of the classic Mac OS? 
This little utility brings them back to Mac OS X. Because 
small finishing touches are important! 

Posterino 1.3 $US24.95 Shareware X (10.4) 
Intel/PPC 

Create postcards, framed photos or life posters (big post¬ 
ers with many small cropped photos in a grid) using this 
app, then print them yourself or send them to a photo 
lab to be printed. 

Caffeine 1.0 Freeware X (10.4) Intel/ 

This tiny program sits in your menu bar and allows you 
to keep your Mac awake when you temporarily do not 
want it to go to sleep for some reason, but don’t want to 
have to change your power settings. 

iSyncIt 1.3 Freeware X (10.4) Intel PI 

Schedule your iSync to sync all your devices. This app 
enables your Bluetooth if it’s switched off, triggers a 
sync of all your gadgets within range, and switches the 
Bluetooth back off. 

Alarm Clock 2 2.4.5 Freeware X (10.4) 
Intel/PPC 

Yep, it’s another alarm clock app that plays music when 
it wakes up. But it’s free, and it can wake your computer 
from sleep, so it deserves a mention. Nice user interface. 



LoadMyTracks 1.0.050 Freeware X (10.4) 
Intel/PPC 

Got a Garmin or TomTom GPS navigator? This app 
downloads routes you’ve driven and allows you to view 
them on Google Maps. 

GUI tar 1.1.1 Freeware X (10.4) Intel/PF 

A graphical user interface to create and decompress TAR 
archives. For when ZIP just won’t do! 

iPhoneDrive 1.2 $US9.95 Shareware X (10.4) 
Intel/PPC 

Store any type of data on your iPhone by using it as a 
USB disk. Hard to know why Apple doesn’t provide this 
capability by default given it has been around for so 
long on iPods! 

Sharpshooter 0.5 Freeware X (10.4) 

Intel/PPC 

Make screenshotting on Mac a more automated process. 
When you press c-shift-3 or c-shift-4 to take a screen- 
shot as usual, this app intercepts the resulting file and lets 
you preview it and keep/trash it or save it elsewhere. 

Fan Control 1.1 Freeware X (10.4) Intel/PI 

Is the fan on your MacBook or MacBook Pro running 
too loud or not enough? Fan Control lets you manually 
control the revolutions per minute of your fans rather 
than leaving it up to the OS. Now if only someone would 
make a utility to do the same under XP in BootCamp ... 

TaskPaper 1.0 $US18.95 Shareware X (10.4) 
Intel/PPC 

Like to-do list apps but find them sometimes clumsy to 
use? This app is designed to work like a sheet of paper, 
automatically detecting lists of tasks and subheadings. 

— Dan Warne 


0 0 0 To Do.taskpaper 
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Bye Pod? 

Catch Gadget Thieves! 



Anti-theft software 
for iPods, mobile 
phones laptops, 
GPS devices digital 
cameras, PSP and 
more... 


Piece of mind at just $29.95 


They’re small, expensive and easy to steal. Mobile & removable media 
devices are hot items for thieves. iWorld Australia helps you protect your 
precious goods. Our Antitheft USB software can help identify who stole 
your gadgets, where they are. Learn how to catch gadget thieves and 
protect your valuable devices, visit www.antitheft.net.au 


How does it work? Register your device and install our software on your device. Should it 
go missing or stolen, log into your account and activate tracking for the device. The next 
time the device is accessed it will contact our server and provide data. 

What data? Public IP address, Internal IP address, Location including Country, State, City 
and Postcode, Computer Name & Username & ISP information and Host name. 


4 

sjt 

Mac 

Universal 


X 


iLiiorld 


Available from all major retailers :: For local resellers contact hipgizmos.com :: For more product details visit antitheft.net.au 
phone :: 03 9532 3300 fax :: 03 9532 3211 email :: sales@iworldaustralia.com.au web :: iworldaustralia.com.au 





























Dan Warne 

remains passionate 
about the state of 
broadband in 
Australia. 


The ultimate Mac mail service 


P EOPLE who read this column 
will know that I love Gmail 
as much as some people 
love their fully-restored 1966 Mus¬ 
tang. Before, I loved it because the 
premium version offered me 10GB of 
mail storage that I could access from 
anywhere and search instantly. 

Now I love it so much more. In the 
last few days, Google has bumped up 
the storage capacity on the premium 
mailboxes to 25GB, which really does 
provide practically unlimited mail 
storage — that would keep me going 
for yen years, at least — while the 
ever-increasing-in-size free mailboxes 
are up to 4GB. 

But, as the guy on the ad says, 
that’s not all. Google has added IMAP 
support. 

It’s likely that quite a few Mac users 
are familiar with IMAR since it’s the 
mail protocol used by Apple’s pricey 
.Mac service, but in case you’re not, 
here’s the potted version: with IMAR 
your mail stays on the server, and it is 
effectively synced with your computer. 
If you mark a message as read on 
your Mac, it’s marked as read on your 
server. If you delete a message on 
your Mac, it’s deleted on the server. 

The great thing about an IMAP 
mailbox is that you can access it from 
multiple locations (a home Mac, a 
work PC, etc) and the mailbox will 
always be perfectly in sync — you’ll 
never have mail that you’ve already 
read at work showing up as unread 
at home. 

IMAP becomes supremely useful 
on mobile phones. You see, e-mail on 
mobile phones is all well and good, 
except for the fact that you receive all 


Holgnks 

www.5thirtyone.com/archives/862 

How to configure your Mac and iPhone with Gmail IMAP 

www.tinyurl.com/2wnxuq 

About Firefox 3.0’s new look and feel 



upcoming look and feel on Mac will be 


I can’t believe it’s not Safari. Firefox 3’s 
familiar to most Mac users. 

your mail twice — once on your mo¬ 
bile, and again on your Mac. You end 
up having to read things twice, or do 
an awful lot of skim reading or “mark 
as read” which can mean you forget 
to reply to important e-mails. 

On the other hand, with a mobile 
phone that supports IMAR such as 
Apple’s iPhone, you will have your full 
mailbox available to you — potentially 
thousands of e-mails, including all 
your sent mail — and if you delete 
or read a message on the phone, 
the changes will be reflected in your 
Gmail account, and on all the Macs 
and PCs that access the mailbox. 

Now that is what I call productivity on 
the go. 

If only Apple would build a Gmail 
search box into its iPhone mail client 
which would make a call to Google’s 
powerful, instant search capability on 
your 25GB mailbox. If Australia ends 
up getting a 3G iPhone 2.0 when it is 
released next year, hopefully Apple 
will spot and implement this opportu¬ 
nity. Although it is in bed with Yahoo 
as its partner for "push” e-mail to the 
iPhone, it has shown that it’s willing to 
flirt with Google as well, if its iPhone 
maps application is anything to go by. 
Google says it is working with Apple 
on making Gmail’s configuration 
easier on the iPhone (as the iPhone 
was designed around only being able 
to access Gmail mailboxes using the 
older POP3 method). 

Mac user Derek Punsalan has 
written an excellent piece on how to 
best configure your Mac and iPhone 
to sync perfectly with Gmail (see 
“Hotlinks”). 


Firefox 3 more Mac-like. 

Many Mac users have moved away 
from Apple Safari in favour of the 
open-source Firefox client. Firefox is 
generally compatible with almost all 
web sites, while Safari, although a 
touch faster, still struggles with 
some “web 2.0" style sites that 
make heavy use of Javascript for 
interactive pages. 

The good news for Firefox users 
— or those who have been put off 
in the past by its rather generic look 
and feel - is that the new version of 
Firefox is going to integrate much 
better with the Mac GUI. 

Firefox 3.0, which the Mozilla 
Foundation hopes to release by the 
end of the year (though it is looking 
more like early 2008) has already 
been previewed and looks much 
closer to the Leopard “unified" 
visual theme. 

“For OS X we are following the 
new unified style that is used consis¬ 
tently throughout all applications on 
Leopard. Firefox will look the same 
on 10.4 as it does on 10.5, similar to 
iTunes, and iLife 08. We are also look¬ 
ing into a variety of other little touches 
to visually integrate on the Mac, like 
the correct appearance of source 
lists (we call them sidebars), a cover 
flow-esque styling in the add-ons 
manager, and transparent panel 
styling (sometimes called FIUD 
window styling) for the places drop 
down and the new identity button in 
the location bar,” wrote one Firefox 
developer Alex Faaborg (see 
“Hotlinks” for his whole lengthy blog 
post on the topic). ^ 
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Sumajin Classic Bundle 


Sumajin Nano Bu 


Sumajin Shuffle Bundle 


Silicon case, Screen protector, lanyard 
fasterner - smartwrap and funky earpads. 


Silicon case, Screen protector, lanyard Protective casing, Smartwrap & Funky 

fasterner - smartwrap and funky earpads. Colour coded for iPod Shuffle 





Sumajin Sleeves 

Protective neoprene case. Fits the 
iPod Touch - ipod Classic,ipod Video 
and Apple iPhone. 


Sumajin Smartwraps 

Smartwrap, winner of ID magazine's Design 
Distinction award, is a cord manager for 
portable stereo earphones. 


Sumajin Funkys 

Let's get's FUNKY !!! 

Color protective earpads for 
your earphones. 



your lifestyle :: your choice 


Available from all major retailers For local resellers contact hipgizmos.com For more product details visit sumajin.com 


phone 03 9532 3300 fax 03 9532 3211 email sales@iworldaustralia.com.au web iworldaustralia.com.au 
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Andy Ihnatko 

What’s Leopard 
really worth? 

An a-la-carte look at the value of OS X’s new features 





I think the way to sum up the correct level of antici¬ 
pation for Leopard is to compare it to a movie that 
stars Gene Hackman or Michael Caine. You know 
that it’s going to be worthwhile - but the coin’s in the 
air as to whether it’s worth seeing right away. 

That’s because Leopard, unique among major releases 
of Mac OS X, lacks that one sledgehammer feature that 
absolutely insists that you upgrade. No, Leopard might 
very well be the first edition in which many diehard Mac 
folks decide to forego the $158 upgrade entirely. Not 
because it isn’t worth the money - it surely is - but 
because they know they’ll be getting a free copy on the 
Mac they intend to buy next year, and they don’t see a 
need to rush it. 

I’ve been running Leopard for the past year or so while 
it’s slouched rather messily towards release. By now, 
I’ve fielded the “Should I or shouldn’t I?” question often 
enough that I’ve got it pretty well rehearsed. Leopard, 
I’m convinced, is a collection of incremental improve¬ 
ments. It’s not one or two major features that’ll convince 
you to upgrade, but a half dozen or more - and for each 
person, it’ll be a different collection. 

Should you upgrade? Do the maths. I can’t cover every 
feature, but I can at least do the Antiques Roadshow ap¬ 
praisal on the highlights. 

Time Machine. There are three kinds of backup apps: 
intense and punitively-complex network utilities best 
left to the sort of admins who have had their ears sur- 
gically-resculpted into elf or Vulcan points; utilities 
designed to help the typical user back up their data 
in a simple, practical, flexible, and effective way; and 
“freak” apps. 

Time Machine is a “freak” app. 

It’s not a flexible tool. It’s a specific service that im¬ 
plements a single (but attractive) backup scheme: “infi¬ 
nite undo” for your whole drive. You desperately need 
a spreadsheet that you deleted months ago? No sweat: 
open the folder it was in, activate Time Machine, “re¬ 
wind” the folder until the missing spreadsheet re-ap- 
pears, and then drag it from the Folder of Yesteryear 
into the Folder of Today. 

Cool. 

Definitely. 

But I can’t think of the last time I actually needed to 
do that. 

It’ll be fab if the next generation of Leopard apps 
could exploit this sort of mechanism to the extreme, 
of course. I’ve just deleted three paragraphs from this 
section; if later on I decide that I have room for ’em, a 
Time Machine-enabled version of this word processor 
would let me copy a paragraph from the past and paste 
it into the present. That’d make Time Machine into a 


killer feature. Alas, Apple tells me that even with third- 
party development, this isn’t possible under the current 
system. You can “rewind” your iPhoto library, your Ad¬ 
dress Book, and your Mail store, but that’s it. 

So what does Time Machine do for me as a backup 
utility? Well, it creates and maintains a single straight¬ 
forward backup of my entire hard drive. And that’s it. 

For my own needs Time Machine is actually inferior to 
a mainstream, non-freak backup app. I use Shirt Pocket 
Software’s SuperDuper. Once a week, it does a complete 
backup of my MacBook as insurance against a drive 
crash. Every evening, it backs up my most important 
stuff (iTunes purchases, e-mail, and my Documents and 
Pictures folders) to my iPod, as insurance against every¬ 
thing else. This way, I have two backups, not just one, 
and because I carry my iPod everywhere, if there’s a fire 
at my office or a break-in at my hotel room, I know that 
my most important data is safe. 

And if my internal drive goes toes (or some other 
fleshy protuberance)-up, I can just restart my Mac and 
boot from my SuperDuper backup. I’ll be back up and 
running again in five minutes. I was fairly amazed to 
learn that Time Machine backups aren’t bootable. If I 
rely solely on Time Machine for backups and there’s 
a major crash, I’m hours away from a functional Mac. 
Unless of course I had the forethought to partition my 
Time Machine volume and add a separate boot volume 
with a functional copy of Leopard on it. 

(That’s a tip, kids: write it down.) 

Price: $15. It doesn’t offer the flexibility or safety of a 
traditional backup app and it has one new feature that 
you might like or you might completely ignore for the 
life of the OS. I’d be advising the developer to under¬ 
cut the $US28 SuperDuper for this initial release, and 
then bump the price to $US29 when it gains some new 
features. 

Spaces. Spaces is such a simple, one-trick thing: it lets 
you define any number of “virtual” monitors. And like 
having two or three “real” monitors attached, you can 
exploit this real estate any way you see fit. Put each app 
in a separate screen? Use one for wordy stuff, a second 
for numbery things, and a third for Aperture and Photo¬ 
shop and other imagey operations? A “boss” screen that 
absolutely will never contain a Firefox window full of 
Babylon 5/Serenity slashfic? 

It’s up to you. Spaces is not here to judge. 

I love Spaces. It’s clean, it’s simple, and it works fan¬ 
tastically. I find that I tend to create a new Space for 
every app with a great full-screen mode, like iMovie or 
InDesign or Aperture. I also don’t think we’ll have long 
to wait before developers start creating “master control 
panel”-type apps whose sole job is to occupy a slot in 
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your Spaces setup, and fill your entire screen with a 
nice, black status panel of your entire world (new e- 
mails, news headlines, To-Dos, appointments) that you 
can read from across the room. 

Price: $19. Not a reflection of its value, merely an ac¬ 
knowledgment of how hard it is to get people to cough 
up more then twenty bucks for a one-trick pony. 

New Dock. The Dock has been given a facelift, but not 
one that everyone will enjoy, and it has new features, 
but none of any real value. "But what about Stacks?” 
you say. “Drag your Documents folder into the Dock, 
and you can select and launch any file directly from 
the Dock!” 

Yeah. Keen. You’ve been able to do that for years. It’s 
just that the files were presented as a popup menu in¬ 
stead of a fan (or grid) of document previews. And be¬ 
cause I’m one of those mythical power users who has 
more than a dozen things in my Documents folder, I’d 
much rather have a huge popup list that scrolls quickly 
than a panel of a dozen icons that moves more slowly. 
Nice touch, though, populating the Stack with just the 
most recently-touched items. 

Price: free. Even at that price, many people won’t bother 
downloading. 

Back To My Mac and Screen Sharing. Finally. 

Finally! Apple finally figured out that it’s the architect 
of both the Mac OS and a massive online service. I don’t 
know if there’s been some sort of gas leak in the .Mac 
team’s offices all these years, but why did it take so long 
for them to do something more ambitious than simple 
e-mail and file hosting services that anybody can get 
anywhere for free? 

If you have a .Mac account (and you will want to have 
one, now), the service acts as the go-between for your 
Mac and the rest of the world. Pop open your MacBook 
in a hotel room and glory be - your desktop iMac ap¬ 
pears in the Finder (assuming that both Macs are run¬ 
ning Leopard). You can access its hard drive as though it 


were locally attached. Access your shared iTunes library. 
And this works with any Mac running Leopard. 

Combine this with Screen Sharing and you suddenly 
have a very intensely useful thing. Your connection to 
the other Mac is encrypted via IPsec, which means that, 
in a sense, .Mac now comes with a free VPN tool. 

You’re out and about and using an open WiFi access 
point. You don’t dare do your online banking or trans¬ 
mit any other kind of sensitive information because you 
can’t trust open WiFi. Instead of connecting to www. 
greedvselfishbastardbank.com.au via the copy of Safari 
on your MacBook, connect to your bank via the copy 
of Safari located on your iMac at home. Use the secure 
Back To My Mac feature to establish the connection, 
open your iMac’s screen, and then launch the browser 
from that desktop. 

You have an old PowerBook G4. It doesn’t have much 
by way of a CPU or memory or a hard drive, but it’s way 
too good to toss. Fine: use it as a terminal for your home 
iMac. Let your new iMac have the big muscle and the 
terabyte of storage and host a hundred apps. No matter 
where you are in the house or the world, your 1GHz G4 
with its 60 gig drive can easily handle the simple tasks 
of shuttling pixels, keystrokes, and mouse events across 
your WiFi connection. 

(Truth be told, I haven’t been able to get this feature 
working as I write this. I trust that all of the infrastruc¬ 
ture will be switched on shortly. Apple? I’m right to trust 
that all of the .Mac infrastructure will be switched on 
shortly, right? You’re aware that you’ve shipped this 
thing, right?) 

Price: $99. I’d easily pay that for this feature as a third- 
party shrink-wrapped DVD. 

Core Animation. When I think of Core Animation 
out there on the street trying to raise cash on its own, 
I think of Growl. On its own, it does nothing. It’s just a 
resource that developers can use to enhance their apps. 
Normally, when my FTP client wants to tell me that it’s 
finished uploading 110 megabytes of files to a project 
server, it lets me know by bouncing its icon incessantly 
until I do something to make it stop annoying me. If I’ve 
installed Growl, a smoky translucent window shimmers 
into view, displays an acknowledgment, and then fades 
back away. 

Core Animation is like that. It provides built-in ser¬ 
vices for lighting objects and moving them around the 
screen. "Big deal,” you shrug, but I encourage you to 
imagine the sort of apps that will start appearing soon. 
Beauty is a true, valuable feature in user-interface de¬ 
sign and from now on, developers will be able to have 
their apps look and behave the way that objects do in the 
real world, all with minimal heavy lifting. 
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Price: $29. And most of these copies would be “sold” 
the first time the user happens to sit next to someone 
with Core Animation installed. 

Mail, iCal, and Address Book, i wonder if Apple 
knows something about Microsoft’s future that we don’t. 
Or maybe Steve Ballmer keyed Steve Jobs’s Mercedes 
once, or something. Because Apple continues to try to 
nudge Microsoft apps away from the centre of the Mac 
experience. It’s slow work, but you can’t ignore the pro¬ 
gression. Safari eliminated Internet Explorer. Keynote 
took out PowerPoint. Pages got off to a slow start and 
seems eons away from truly challenging Word, but the 
’08 edition of iLife clearly came to play and it brought a 
great spreadsheet app with it. 

And now we have the de-wussification of Mail. Mail 
was once a candy-apple red Barina. Now it’s a Monaro 
ute with a rear-window decal of a cartoon Calvin peeing 
all over the Microsoft Entourage icon. 

A single e-mail can represent a new contact, an ap¬ 
pointment, a new item on my To-Do list, and a note. And 
now Mail can articulate all of that subtle content without 
my having to buy lots of third-party software or create 
a whole bunch of AppleScripts or Automator workflows. 
iCal, too, understands that calendars aren’t just about 
keeping track of the kids’ soccer practices and that Events 
are often a soup that many people contribute to. 

I dig Mail’s new support for RSS subscriptions. I like 
the idea of having an app that serves as a one-stop an¬ 
swer to the question “What happened in the past 15 
minutes that I need to know about?” 

Price: $59. With a nudge, Mail, iCal and Address Book 
could become the kind of thing Apple could get away 
with charging real money for. 

iChat. 10.5’s iChat is in the same category as Mail: it’s 
really been moved to the next level. It’s still a fun, ca¬ 
sual app - and I am steeling myself for endless video 
chats with friends who aren’t sick and tired of having 
the extended “Peter Vs. Giant Chicken” fight from “Fam¬ 
ily Guy” running behind them at all times. But now it’s 
entered that category of power where the thing suddenly 
becomes, you know - tax-deductible. The ability to run 
presentations and do live screen sharing, as well as the 
ability to record chats, will encourage people to reach 
for their wallets. 

Price: $39. 

Finder. Apparently, Apple thinks it got the Finder per¬ 
fect with System 1.02, because we haven’t seen a true 
fresh take on this in more than 20 years. But we’ve seen 
steady evolution, and I suppose that’s enough. The Side- 
bar, for example, makes more sense now than it ever did, 


organising volume and directory resources in a way that 
you can “get” immediately. 

And speaking of getting things immediately, it’s about 
time that locating and using shared volumes was as easy 
as using shared libraries in iTunes. My mouth goes a lit- 


Seven things to love 
about Leopard 

Performance. Sometimes an OS upgrade feels 
like you’ve removed a bit of RAM from your system 
— the extra demands of new features just make 
everything seem a little more sluggish than it used 
to. Leopard is the opposite. Everything just feels a 
tad more snappy and responsive. 

Time Machine. If you’ve got by without doing 
regular backups until now, you no longer have an 
excuse. It’s right there in the system — just plug in 
an external drive and let Leopard do the rest. You 
will thank it one day. 

Cover Flow. Mostly it’s eye candy, but if you work 
with a lot of files of the same type — such as 
the multitudinous PDFs that fly around the AMW 
workflow — being able to see the content at a 
glance without even clicking on a file is a major 
time saver. 

Sidebar. The bit at the side of a Finder window has 
got more and more useful with each iteration of 
OS X, and Leopard takes it to a higher level. Just 
from an organisational perspective it’s a godsend, 
and automatically finding shared volumes on the 
network (without automatically connecting, of 
course) is like magic. It’s also a bit more Windows¬ 
like, so switchers will feel a little more at home. 
High-resolution icons. OK, so it’s eye candy. But 
it’s so so sweet, in the Finder, navigate to System 
> Library > CoreServices. In the CoreServices 
folder, control-click on CoreTypes.bundle and 
choose Show Package Contents from the pop-up 
menu. In the new window that opens, navigate into 
Contents > Resources. Now set your view mode 
to Cover Flow. Enjoy. 

Screen Sharing. Proper tech support types have 
used tools like this for years to help inexperienced 
users over their problems. Now the rest of us “fam¬ 
ily’ tech support gurus can do the same. Brilliant. 
Folder sharing. You can tell Leopard to share one 
particular folder on your drive with other users 
on the network. Like you used to back in System 
7, but haven’t been able to since OS X. It’s a little 
thing, but eminently useful. — Matthew JC. Powell 


AMW December 07 035 ◄ 











For raw power in a small package there is only Taurus RAID. 




RAID 1 - Mirroring 

Protect your Data, auto rebuild 

- use TAURUS... 


RAID 0-Striping g 

Speed up your Data h B 

-use TAURUS... _ 



in 


| | Non - RAID 

*i 2 separate HDD volumes 

-use TAURUS... 


Spanning M 

Combine both drives B m 
into 1 volume I :j 

- use TAURUS... 


When it comes to raw power there is nothing to beat the dual-bay Taurus RAID. 
The Taurus RAID is built strong and rugged, offering more than enough capacity 
to store all your digital media files. Not only that, the Taurus RAID can also back up 
and secure all of your data thanks to RAID protection. Great performance, great 
protection and great looks - only in the Taurus RAID. 



Exclusively distributed by Silicon Memory Technologies Pty Ltd. 

For more detailed information and where to buy this product, please visit www.siliconmemory.com.au 


ilicon Memory Technologies 

t| (02) 9417 7822 f| (02) 9417 7844 

Unit 9, 28 Smith Street Chatswood NSW 2067 


www.siliconmemory.com.au 


All trademarks, brand names and product names areproperty of the respective owners. E. & O. E. 








Seven things to not 
love about Leopard 

Security? What security? Apple touts security as 
a major advantage of OS X over Vista, but there 
are holes in Leopard’s basic security structures 
(like a firewall that isn’t really a firewall) that should 
never have appeared in a shipping product. 

Dock. Open the Terminal. Type defaults 
write com.apple.dock no-glass -boolean 
yes and hit return. Then type killall Dock and 
hit return. Now the Dock stops looking ridiculous. 
The fact that you have to go to the Terminal to 
make this change is another thing not to love. 

(By the way, to change it back — you masochist 
you — just type the same commands again, but 
replace yes with no.) 

Time Machine. Yes, I know this was in the 
other column about things to love. What’s not to 
love is the way Time Machine treats things like 
Entourage’s monolithic mail database. Each time 
you receive an e-mail, the database is updated, 
so when Time Machine does its hourly backup it 
saves another iteration of the database. If you’ve 
got a 5GB database, that means your 24 hourly 
backups are going to add up to 120GB — just for 
your e-mail. Ouch. 

Cover Flow. Another one in both lists. I like Cover 
Flow to look at, but that’s all I can do. Drag a file 
from the Cover Flow part of one window, drop it 
onto the Cover Flow section of another window 
— nothing happens. A Finder view that doesn’t let 
you manipulate your files? Whose idea was that? 
Missing features. In the lead-up to Leopard, Ap¬ 
ple’s web site mentioned that Time Machine could 
use a drive shared using the AirPort Extreme base 
station’s Air Disk feature. It can’t. The web site no 
longer mentions it. If you bought leopard because 
that feature sounded cool, bad luck Leopard. 

And while we’re on the subject of Air, Front Row 
no longer supports playing your iTunes library 
over AirTunes with an AirPort Express. Upgrades 
should do more than the old version, not less. 
Patchy printer support. If you have a Lexmark 
all-in-one printer, you’ll be waiting at least until 
January for your printer to work with Leopard, and 
maybe longer. Other manufacturers are also hav¬ 
ing trouble getting new drivers out the door. 

Bye bye Classic. Not a biggie for me, since I 
haven’t used any OS 9 apps for years, but some 
people Still do. — Matthew JC. Powell 


tie dry when the subject of “a more iTunes-like Finder” 
comes up, but having used the iTunesy Finder for a few 
months now, I have nothing but kind things to say. 

I have a big blob of stuff marked “Documents” and 
another marked “Pictures” and once I double-click on it 
it’s like a game show or something and there’s a 50-50 
chance that it’d be faster for me to just recreate whatever 
I’m looking for from scratch than try to locate it. 

Cover Flow and Quick Look underscore how correct 
I was not to give a damn about organisation. I open 
my Pictures folder. I flip through stacks of pictures and 
quickly see the picture I want. Quick Look lets me view 
the picture at full-screen without having to drag it into 
Preview. A huge array of document types are supported 
already, and it’s infinitely extensible with developer 
plugins. 

I’ve said nothing but positive things about the Find¬ 
er and there doesn’t appear to be another place to put 
this, so I’ll use this final paragraph to state that the new 
translucent menubar is a big value-sized box of Suck. 
It’s ugly and makes a critical part of the UI harder to 
see and use. That’s not what we’ve come to expect from 
Apple. 

Price: $39. Would have been more but I’m not paying 
for ugly. 

TextEdit and Preview. When I imagine the people 
who are in charge of these apps, I picture a couple of 
developers who have so much seniority at Apple and are 
such masters at the game of corporate survival that they 
can’t really ever be fired and they know it. Higher-ups 
have stuck them in a bad little office out of the way and 
assigned the team a project that’s so esoteric that they 
can’t really make any trouble. 

TextEdit and Preview are insignificant apps. Or at least 
they’re supposed to be. “We need an app that can display 
RTF files, so users can read the ‘Read Before Installing’ 
docs that come with most software,” these people were 
told. “Oh, and a JPEG and a PDF viewer that comes up 
when people double-click on stuff in the Finder.” 

Left to their own devices, they’ve decided to make real 
software and make it a free part of the OS. The team’s 
goal seems to be to explore just how far they can go be¬ 
fore the iWork and iLife product managers throw a fit. 

TextEdit is, frankly, a real word processor. If Pages 
does about 85 percent of what Microsoft Word does, 
then TextEdit is 60 percent as good as Pages. And it’s 
still enough word processor for 100 percent of the needs 
of 60 percent of all Mac users. 

(Hang on... I think I have a pie chart or something.) 

It falls short on the Freestyle part of the competition 
(no page layout features, no comments or version track¬ 
ing) but nails the compulsories. It supports all modern 
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word-processor formats, it supports styles, lists, and 
tables, and adds grammar checking to the mix. 

Preview is not yet a real image editor but it’s still ambi¬ 
tious. It’s not just a utility for peeping PDFs. It has a full 
array of markup, document management, and image- 
adjustment tools. Just the ability to zap the background 
from a photo leaving behind a clean outline has made 
Preview an indispensable app whenever I’m preparing a 
Keynote presentation. 

Price: $19 each. I love them both. 


Spotlight. What happened to Spotlight in Leopard is 
what ought to happen to every major new feature after 
its debut. Clearly, the Spotlight team listened carefully 
to users and was willing to throw away their vision of 
how people ought to use system-wide search and instead 
gave them what they actually want and need. 

Mind you, the new Spotlight isn’t revolutionary by 
any means. Its improvements are more a case of shrewd 
edits. Search results appear in a new Finder window, 
not in a special Spotlight interface. Which makes per¬ 
fect sense; it’s natural to want to “drag” a search into 
the Sidebar so you can use it again and again. Search 
language is now more Google-like. Not only can you do 
compound searches, but you can also do calculations 
and other forms of search-fu. 

And it’s been made more relevant by adding more data 
types to the mix. It indexes the pages you’ve viewed in 
Safari, so when you do a Spotlight search on “awesome 
life-size X-wing model rocket” the number-one result 
will take you to a bookmark file in Safari’s “History” 
folder, buried deep within your “Library” folder. Because 
that’s the URL of the web page where you read all about 
that three months ago. 

Price: $29. As well as more functional, it’s also a lot 
faster than its predecessor. So while the original Spot¬ 
light was a little shaky, the new edition is clearly some¬ 
thing you’d pay cash money for. 

Speech. It’s easy for most of us to forget just how 
important Speech is. To people with vision problems, it’s 
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not a cute little toy - it’s what makes a Mac usable. Even 
if you don’t “need” good, clear speech, it’s still useful: 
for years, I’ve been converting e-mails, web pages and 
documents into ad-hoc synthetic podcasts so I can have 
my news read to me while I drive to meetings and such. 

There’s a new speech system and a new addition to the 
chorus of synthetic voices. “Alex” delivers speech that’s 
so clear and natural that it’s a little bit off-putting. 
Price: A lot. Personally, I value this feature at ... let’s 
see ... roughly 2800 times what normal users would pay. 
That’s because Leopard’s speech dictionary has been 
hardwired to pronounce my name correctly. It would 
probably cost me $82,197 to launch a massive PR cam¬ 
paign to inform everybody that it’s “eh-NOT-ko,” not 
“Iek-a-notto” and it’d be cheap at double. 

Adding it up. So if each and every one of these fea¬ 
tures seems like a big deal to you — and if you’re un¬ 
willing to contribute to a general fund to promote the 
correct pronunciation of “Ihnatko” throughout the seven 
continents - then by my tally you’re getting a prize 
package worth $409. 

Wait, there’s a way-cool 3D holographic nebula on the 
cover of the package. So let’s kite that up to $420; a ho¬ 
logram like that would cost you an easy $10 or so. 

This is an imprecise science. Figuring out the value 
of Leopard isn’t as easy as cracking open the DVD and 
counting the number of memory modules inside. Only 
you can figure out which features are important to you, 
so only you can do the final numbers. Plus, there are 
plenty of little features I haven’t even discussed. 

It’s pretty clear that Apple has yet again crammed way 
more than $158 worth of value into its latest OS update. 
It’s the magic number: just low enough that most people 
will regard it as a reasonable expense without needing 
to resort to a lot of operatic hand-wringing over the 
decision. 

Compare and contrast this with Microsoft’s roll-out of 
Windows Vista. It’s available in multiple distributions 
of varying features, and the only truly affordable edi¬ 
tion is the one that offers the user practically nothing 
that he doesn’t have already with Windows XP. Result: 
the community of Vista users is growing only about as 
fast as new PCs (with Vista pre-installed) are being sold 
- whereas Leopard will certainly be the dominant in¬ 
stalled Mac OS by this time next year. 

Microsoft plunged its users deep into the Wring Cycle 
of upgrade decisions, and now it’s possible that the fat 
lady’s finally singing. 

I agree that I probably owe each of you a dollar for 
that horrible pun. Let’s just chalk it up to my excitement 
of finally having a shipping copy of Leopard and move 
on as though nothing had happened, all right? ^ 
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The Dreamtime gives me a past 

Now my dreams give me a future 


Without hope, dreams never see the light of day. For 13-year- 
old Jess, surrounded by the every day reality of a community 
in crisis, there were no dreams for the future. She never dared 
to hope for anything but survival. And then she got involved 
with The Salvation Army Sports Ministry which uses sport 
as a bridge to reach indigenous communities like Jess’s. 

“When I’m with the Salvos, I feel good, happy... hopeful,” 
says Jess. “I want to be a teacher and show by how I live, 
that it can be better... Now when I close my eyes and 


dream of the future, I see myself teaching... I’ve got this 
big smile on my face. And I’m helping other kids...” 

You just have to see Jess say the word “teacher” to see 
how it lights up her face, her eyes, her soul. All children 
deserve to have dreams for the future. But without hope, it’s 
a pretty tall order. So please, donate to The Salvation Army 
Christmas Appeal today and help the Salvos help children 
like Jess find hope and inspiration. 


* Jess’s story is real and she provided these illustrations to represent her dreams. 
Model shown in photograph. 


Make dreams come true 

Donate online at salvos.org.au/camac or call 13 SALVOS (13 72 58) 
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H IGH definition video (HD) is well and truly here. 
Anyone buying a new consumer or prosumer 
video camera would be hard-pressed to find a 
reason to buy a standard definition (SD) camera. Apart 
from anything else, you can never go back and capture a 
better image. The quality you shoot today is what you’ll 
have for all time. 

HD is generally accepted to be any video resolution 
higher than the normal 576 lines that we’re used to with 
standard broadcast TV in Australia. The two accepted 
broadcast standards are 720p and 1080i. 

One thing that many video camera users get confused 
by is the feeling that they have to make an immediate, 
100 percent switch to full HD from top to bottom. In 
many ways this is unnecessary and even premature. We 
can all see the way the marketplace is heading - less 
expensive yet better every month. 

Sources. Until recently most consumer video cameras, 
including HD cameras, recorded to DV tape. These are 
miniature tapes, around half the size of an audio cas¬ 
sette, which provided an inexpensive storage method. 
You could afford to shoot the video, write protect the 
tape and store it away for editing (and posterity). When 
these tapes are used for HD there are a few different en¬ 
coding systems - the market is still evolving. 

Today we have a variety of other in-camera storage 
formats, including hard disk, DVD and solid-state mem¬ 
ory. However, as these methods usually employ a lossy 
compression system some users also record straight from 
the camera to an external hard disk - thus retaining the 
full quality that the camera itself is capable of. 

However you gather your HD video, it’s inevitable that 
it will end up on your hard disk for editing. In most cases 
that will mean at least one extra hard disk for your Mac, 
but quite possibly a more complex “farm” consisting of 
network-attached storage (NAS) with inbuilt backup. 

Chances are that once you have an HD camera you’ll 
only want to edit and store your finished projects in 
HD. Granted, this requires some extra system resources 
(processor, RAM and hard disk) but most modern Macs 
are up to the task. So why wouldn’t you. 


Progressive scanning, however, creates each line of the 
image in a single go. 

The big advantage of interlaced video is that it requires 
just half of the data bandwidth. This was especially im¬ 
portant when TV and video were stored and transmit¬ 
ted in analogue form - which requires much more data 
bandwidth than a digital signal. 

The disadvantage is that interlaced pictures never look 
as good as a progressive-scan picture. This is partly be¬ 
cause there is only half of the effective frame rate, but 
also because there is inevitably a perception of flicker 
in the image. 

Interlaced video was invented in the early days of 
TV experimentation, in the 1930’s. It worked well with 
cathode ray tubes that used to be the standard for TVs 
- which paint the picture from the top to the bottom 
of the screen and rely on the persistence of that image 
because of the nature of the phosphor coating of the 
tube. Nowadays the LCD computer monitors and LCD 
and plasma large screens and LCD and DLP projectors 
produce an entire picture in a single go, so interlaced 
video has to be converted to progressive scans for dis¬ 
play anyway. This is done inside the device. 

Native resolution. All modern display methods (with 
the exception of CRT devices) use discrete pixels. That is, 
each coloured pixel is a unique spot on the screen, and 
therefore on the image. Most large screens (TVs) fall into 
one of three groups: High-end (1920x1080); Mid-range 
(1366x768 and 1024x768); And entry-level (852x576). 
These are typically the $1999 models. And of course 
notebook and desktop computer monitors have all sorts 
of native resolutions, depending on the price-point and 
intended application. 

In an ideal situation the source will exactly map to the 
number of pixels on the display. That is, a 1080 screen 
(1920x1080) is ideally fed a 1080 signal. Of course this 
doesn’t have to be the case, as we all know that we can 
size an image to suit our needs. 

A typical PC has a separate graphics card and moni¬ 
tor. This means that the computer and graphics card 


i 

Progressive or Interlaced. Two terms that confuse 
many purchasers of video equipment are Progressive 
and Interlaced scanning. Put simply, the TV we grew 
up with was interlaced. The image was drawn on the 
cathode ray screen in the TV, from top to bottom, but 
using all the odd lines. Then it was drawn again using 
the even lines, then back to the odd and so on. Interlaced 
pictures rely on the same “persistence of vision” effect 
in human eyes that make a collection of still images in 
a movie appear to be continuous vision - a “movie”. 
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decide what image can be displayed on the monitor 
and how this will be done. Large screen, home enter¬ 
tainment displays won’t necessarily be driven by a PC 
so the monitor has extra circuitry built in. This can be 
good — and bad. 

For instance, a 1080 monitor fed by a 576 video signal 
(HD screen showing an SD picture) may show a slightly 
better picture than an SD screen would. That’s not be¬ 
cause there are any more pixels in the image, but be¬ 
cause smart circuitry can “upconvert” the signal to a 
certain extent. It can’t ever be an HD image but it may 
look perceptibly better than plain SD. 

Unfortunately the reverse holds true. A lot of screens 
that have been sold in Australia (and still are at some 
low price-points) only have an SD native resolution. 
Some of these are labelled as “HD-Ready” which is a 
Weasel Word. They use circuitry to “downconvert” an 
HD signal to produce an SD signal. If you’ve mistakenly 
bought one of these screens or projectors, that’s a bit of 
tough luck I’m afraid. You can’t make it into a silk purse. 
The question is, how much can you sell it for and how 
can you get the new HD screen into the house without 
SWMBO noticing. Remember what I said right back at 
the beginning - it’s more important to be capturing that 
video in HD than displaying it. 

Connections. One vital aspect of watching your vid¬ 
eo is the connection between the source and the screen 
or projector. Please don’t degrade the signal by convert¬ 
ing from digital to analogue and then back to digital. 
That’s what you do when you use other than a digital 
connection to the screen. The worst of these is com¬ 
posite video (that yellow RCA video connector) closely 
followed by S-Video. Even component video with its 
three RCA connectors is still analogue and introduces a 
significant loss of picture quality compared to a straight 
digital connection. 

So what is this digital connection? There’s basically 
just one standard, but in two forms. Until fairly recently 
Digital Video Interface (DVI) was the standard way to 
connect a source to a screen. That’s still the way your 
Mac does it. However in the interests of simplification 
the home entertainment industry now uses the High 
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Definition Media Interface (HDMI) connector. While this 
uses a different (smaller) connector to DVI it has the 
advantage that it also carries the full audio information 
as a digital signal as well. One lead and one connec¬ 
tor carries everything. It’s already used for some devices 
such as games consoles and digital TV set top boxes. 
In the future you will probably use it for connecting 
your BD or HD-DVD player to the screen or your home 
entertainment receiver. Fortunately or unfortunately it 
also carries some control information that the monitor 
may respond to. 

Fortunately a DVI device can feed an HDMI display via 
a simple adaptor. These adaptors are readily available in 
electronics and home entertainment stores or on eBay. 
Unfortunately you lose the inbuilt audio connection so 
you need to run that separately. 

DVD — Digital Video Dinosaur? The dvd stan- 

dard is now more than ten years old and the players are 
ubiquitous. Not only does eveiy PC have one (including 
a recording function) but domestic DVD players are vir¬ 
tually disposable, supermarket items. 

A fact that surprises most people is that DVD is not in 
any way high definition. At a resolution in Australia of 
720_576 it’s standard definition. The reason you think 
that it looks better than standard analogue TV is that 
it does, but no better than an SD broadcast digital TV 
picture. Being a digital standard, it suffers none of the 
inherent distortion of analogue TV and what’s more it 
doesn’t lose generational quality the way analogue tape 
does. Most viewers would feel that DVD video is at least 
twice the quality of analogue. Naturally 
this is the same reason that many 
people haven’t moved up from 
SD digital TV to HD - because 
it already looks good. The same 
applies to Pay TV in Australia, 
but HD is coming (apparently in 
2008 for Foxtel). 

However, as good as DVD vid¬ 
eo looks, it uses a lossy compres- 
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Digital IXUS 75 Canon 



91681 


RRP 

$399.95 

SAVE 

$80.95 

OUR 

PRICE 

$319 


Features: 

• 7.1 Megapixels. 

• 3x optical zoom lens. 

• In camera red-eye correction 

• Huge 3.0" Hi-Res LCD screen 

• Instant picture review. 



An iPod for everyone - see page 3 


Podcast product reviews online! 

See : www.compnow.com.au ^ 


Special Finance Offer 

During our Christmas Catalogue Finance promotion, you can; 


Finance between $2,000 & 
$3,500 and receive a 
4GB iPod nano 
valued at $199 FREE 1 

Finance over $3,500 
and receive an 
80GB iPod Classic 
valued at $349 FREE 1 ' 

fConditions apply : 

See backpage for full terms. 


RRP $499 or $349 


USE RENTNOW 


OUR 

PRICE 


FREE + 



U 

MENU to 

co 
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Digital 400D Kit Cation 



RRP 

$1 7 199 

SAVE 

$200 

OUR 

PRICE 

$999 

or $10.40 / week 


Features: 

• Kit includes 18mm-55mm AF Lens 

• 10.1 Megapixel CMOS sensor 

• Canon's Integrated Cleaning System 

• 2.5" LCD screen / 160° viewing angle 

• DIGIC II processor + 9 point AF system 

• Professional RAW file processing 

• Compact and Lightweight body 


Computers Now Catalogue 

« j Microsoft M Canon SHURE QTj senimheiser EPSON 

Adobe V^WIIVII ItsYourSouncf ^ exceed your vision 





































iPod Accessories 


Heaps more in-store! 


Q B 

\ ((% ’ 


iPod FM radio remote 

$79 NOW $69 MA070G/A 
Listen to FM radio on your iPod 
and control everything with a 
convenient wired remote. For video 
& nano only. 



Apple Component AV Cable 
$79 MB128ZA/A 

Connects to your TV, home theatre 
or stereo receiver to your iPod or 
Universal Dock via the 30-pin dock 
connector. Suits 3G Nano / Classic 
/ Touch. 



Apple Composite AV Cable 
$79 MB129ZA/A 

Connect to your TV, home theatre 
or stereo receiver via the composite 
video and red/white analog audio 
ports. Suits 3G Nano / Classic / 
Touch. 



iPod Nano 3G Biscuit Cases 

$29.95 

BLK 91487, RED 91488, WH 91489 
SwitchEasy Biscuits uses the best 
plastic the planet offers, GE® 
Lexan polycarbonate plastics. 



Apple iPod Nano 3G Armband 

$49 NOW $39.95 mbi30G/a 

Exercise your right to a great 
soundtrack with the ultimate 
flexible, lightweight armband. 



The Apple Universal Dock 
$79 MB125G/A 
Easy access to a USB port for 
charging & syncing your iPod or for 
connecting to a TV or speakers. It 
includes the Apple Remote. 


iKIear Apple Kit 

ifrfeg $39.95 89164 

Perfect iPod & LCD Screen cleaner. 
Alcohol, Ammonia & Sodium 
Lauryl Sulfate free. Non-Toxic and 
environmentally friendly 




Logic3 FM Transmitter 
$69.95 91617 

A universal transmitter & charger 
for all iPods and other MP3 players. 
Use batteries or car adaptor 
(included). 5 preset frequencies. 



Gecko Nano 3G Sports 

$29.95 91618 

The latest Gecko gear for the latest 
iPod - the Gecko Nano 3G Sports 
armband 



Griffin iTrip Auto Smartscan 

$139.95 91410 

Griffin iTrip Auto Smartscan for all 
dock iPods. Charge your player by 
means of a built-in USB port. Scan 
frequencies for the best sound. 



Nike+ iPod Sports Kit 

$48 NOW $39.95 ma365zm/b 

This wireless sensor & receiver 
combination works exclusively with 
your Nike+ shoes & iPod nano to 
give you performance feedback 
during workouts. 



Griifin iTrip Dock 
$89.95 WH 91407, BK 91408 
Superior performance and 
innovative features that make the 
iTrip the most popular iPod FM 
transmitter in the world. 



SE110 $169 
Rich, full sound 

91610 WH, 91609 BK 


SE210 $249 
Hi-definition sound 

91551 WH, 91552 BK 


SE310 $399 
Extra Bass 

91554 WH, 91555 BK 


SE420 $579 

Woofer & Tweeter 

91556 WH, 91557 BK 


SE530PTH 

2 x Woofers &' 

91558 BK 


I $799 
Tweeter 


Distributed by 


www.jands.com.au 








An iPod for everyone. 

You choose: music, video, photos, websites, Wi-Fi, data, contacts... 



Touch-screen simplicity with a widescreen display. 

iPod touch 8GB MA623ZP/A $419 

up to 2,000 songs 


iPod touch 16GB MA627ZP/A $549 
up to 4,000 songs 



plays games 
plays video 
view photos 
plays music 
stores data 


iPod classic 

Hold everything! New metal enclosure in Silver or Black. 


iPod classic 80GB $349 

up to 20,000 songs. svmbo29ZP/a, bkmbwzp/a 

iPod classic 160GB $479 

up to 40,000 songs. svmbi45ZP/a, bkmbisozp/a 



iPod nano 


A little video for everyone. 



Clip, shuffle & go! 


iPod nano 4GB Upto 1,000songs. $199 

MA978ZP/A Silver 


iPod nano 8GB 

MA980ZP/A Silver 
MB253ZP/A Green 


Up to 2,000 songs. $279 

MB249ZP/A Blue 
MB261ZP/A Black 


iPod shuffle 1GB $99 

up to 240 songs 

MB225ZP/A Silver MB227ZP/A Blue 

MB229ZP/A Green MB233ZP/A Purple 


r Extended Apple iPod Warranty 

iPod Repairs & Trade-ins Available V 

i 

& 

m 

; 

AppleCare 

Protection Ptin 

AppleCare Protection Plan for iPod 
iPod Shuffle & iPod Nano - $49 
iPod Classic & iPod Touch - $79 

Get protection today! 2 years premium phone 

Feel like a new nano? Out-grown your current iPod? 

Need a new colour! As long as your iPod plays music, 
you can get up to $75 trade-in off any new iPod 
purchase. We also repair iPods. Ask our staff today! 


support. 2 years international warranty. * Trade _ in offer exdudes iPod shuffles. 



1 rent HOW Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 

www.compnow.com.au 3 


























The Ultimate Accessories for iPod 


Awesome cases, screen protectors, chargers, cables and more! 



eShield 
iPod Touch 
LCD Covers 

$19.95 


4 per pack. 

Suits iPod Touch 


91650 


eShield 
iPod Touch 
Full Covers 

$19.95 

2 per pack. 

Suits iPod Touch 
91651 



eSkin 

iPod Touch 
Silicon Cases 

$29.95 

Suits iPod Touch 

91644 - Clear 

91645 - Black 

91646 - Pink 

91647 - Blue 



eWrap 
iPod Touch 
Case 

$39.95 

91648 - Black 
91649- Pink 



Includes screen protector. 


eShield 
iPod Nano 
LCD Covers 

$14.95 

4 per pack. 
Suits Nano 3G 
91376 


eShield 
iPod Nano 
Full Covers 
$19.95 - 91377 

2 per pack. 
Suits Nano 3G 
LCD, Wheel, 
Back Covers 


eShield 
iPod Classic 
LCD Covers 
$14.95 - 91378 

Suits iPod 
Classic 
80/160GB 



eShield 
Full Covers 
$19.95 - 91379 

2 per pack. Suits 
iPod Classic 
80/160GB. LCD, 
Wheel, Back Covers. 



eSkin 

iPod Nano 3G 

$19.95 

91147 - Clear 

91148 - Black 

91149 - Blue 

91150 - Pink 

91151 - Green 
91362 - Red 



eSkin 80GB 
iPod Classic 

$29.95 

91368 - Clear 

91369 - Black 

91370 - Blue 

91371 - Pink 



eSkin Classic 
160GB iPod 

$29.95 

91372 -Clear 

91373 - Black 
91374- Blue 
91375 - Pink 



eClip 

$9.95 

eClip iPod 
Shuffle Case. 

89686 - Blue 

89687 - Clear 

89688 - Pink 



eWrap nano 3C 

$29.95 

91601 - Black 

91602 - Blue 

91603 - Pink 



91604 - Green 


eWrap Classic 
80GB & 160GB 
$39.95 

91605 - Black 

91606 - Blue 

91607 - Pink 


ePower Charger 
$49.95 - 90548 

Worldwide 
plugs. Suits all 
docking iPods 
and 2G iPod 
shuffle. 


6? 

v 



eCharger2 

$39.95 

In-car charger. 4 '**’ < 
USB, Dock & “ ^ 

mini USB. 

87391 


eLink Cable 

$24.95 



Allows syncing, 
docking & 

charging from LL) 
a USB Port. 



87517 


iPod Batteries 

$49.00 each or 
$99.00 installed 
Batteries 
available for 
most iPod 
models. 





eBud 2G 

Was $14.95 
NOW $9.95 
eBud creates 
a USB port for 
iPod 2G shuffles. 


88129 


ePhones 

$29.95 81372 

Earbud style 
headphones 
Sony speaker 
Exceptional 
comfort and wear, designed 
to match your iPod. 



eWire RCA 

$19.95 

Connect any 
iPod to home 
stereo RCA inputs. 

83636 


eWire Splitter ^ 
$9.95 

& 

Mini plug 
splitter allows 
the iPod 

to be shared by two 
headphones. 83635 


eWire 3.5mm 

$19.95 

3.5mm male to 
3.5mm male 
cable. 

84953 


elano 



Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 






















Headphones for the audiophile QO sennheiser 

Bring your tunes to life with Sennheiser the art of sound. 


PXC 300 

$399.95 82729 

The ideal travel companion: 

They reduce unwanted noise by 
up to 80% and the optimised 
circuit technology ensures 
reduced susceptibility to mobile 
phone interference. The PXC 
300 is supplied complete with a 
protective soft case, batteries and 
aircraft audio adaptors. 



PXC 250 White 

$299.95 84502 

Closed, dynamic, supra-aural stereo 
mini headphones with NoiseGard 
active noise compensation. The 
headphones are foldable and 
come with a convenient pouch 
plus a special adapter for use on 
planes, making them an ideal travel 
companion. 



RSI 30-9 cordless 

$299.95 85624 

An open, circumaural RF wireless 
headphone system with switchable 
surround sound. Its excellent sound 
image with outstanding bass response 
makes it an ideal choice for all types 
of music and for TV use. The system 
is extremely user-friendly due to its 
'easy recharge' function and intelligent 
auto-tuning. 



Sennheiser PXC350 

$599.95 89800 
The PXC 350 enables an 
unprecedented sound experience 
for people on the move, thanks 
to its adaptive baffle damping in 
combination with the patented Duofol 
diaphragms, which prevent unwanted 
partial oscillation and thus guarantee a 
highly natural, lifelike sound quality. 



PX 200 White 

$129.95 84501 

The closed, dynamic, supra-aural PX 200 
mini headphones are an ideal choice for 
mobile audio sources. Their excellent 
isolation lets you enjoy the music 
without being disturbed or disturbing 
others. 



HD202 

$69.95 82607 

Dynamic hi-fi stereo headphones 
are the ideal partner for DJs and 
powerful modern music, providing 
good insulation against ambient 
noise and a vivid, crisp bass 
response. A convenient cord take- 
up lets you adjust the headphone 
cable to the required length. 



PMX 60 

$79.95 83371 

The open, dynamic PMX 
60 neckband headphones 
are the ideal choice for all 
portable audio sources. 
Their balanced sound image 
easily outdoes other mini 
headphones. 




Ultra High End iPod Audio Entertainment 

For the audio pureists who take their tunes seriously 



Numark IDJ2 - iPod Mixer 

$1299 or $14 per week* - 91616 

The Numark iDJ2 is the only iPod mixing console that 
provides full control of your music with real-time scratching, 
a stunning color screen and Numark's exclusive crate 
management. 



Octavio 1i - iPod Speaker ••• 

See Key P6 

$699 or $8 per week* - 91749 

A small package that packs a true 'high-end' punch! High 
fidelity and hassle free integration of your iPod, TV, DVD, 
media player, gaming console, or other home entertainment 
source into one simple, pure and powerful system. 


Numark is obsessed with designing equipment that meets the 
individual need of every DJ. That's why the sound of Numark 
has been present in scratches, breaks, and beats for more 
than 30 years. 


VAF Research is famous for developing some of the greatest 
speakers in the world. This legacy has now finally delivered 
the first true "High-End" home entertainment iPod docking 
system! 


rentnow Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 


www.compnow.com.au 














iPod digital music systems - try them today! 



Bose® Companion® 3 Series li 
$399 87534 

Stereo computer speakers delivering crisp, spacious 
sound from your music, movies and games, and set 
up is a snap. 


iStation iPod Radio Alarm Clock 
$99 91238 

Compact multispeaker Radio Alarm Clock system. 
Suits all dockable iPods and includes Line In & 
Out & 30 Pin USB Dock connector for synching. 
Multifunction remote control included. 




Logitech Pure-Fi Anywhere 
Compact Speakers #### 

$229 BK 91698, WH 91699 

Get 10 hours of play time per charge with built-in 

rechargeable batteries. 



Logic 3 iStation 7 

$99 WH 86946, BK 86947 

Produces hi-fi quality sound from the combination 
of a sub-woofer, dynamic tweeter speakers and a 
3D surround sound processor. 





Speaker 
Feature Key 


Charges iPod 
Dock Connector 



Clock Radio 

Built in Recharge¬ 
able Battery 

Remote Control 

Audio Line In 

Battery Option 


Premium sound 


from Bose® 



Better sound through research® 



Bose® SoundDock Portable Digital 
Music System ^ 

$549 BK 91684, WH 91685 
Give your music the freedom 
to move. Introducing the 
SoundDock Portable digital 
music system for your iPod. 

A portable iPod speaker 
system that delivers quality 
audio performance - without 
compromise. 


Bose® Companion® 5 




$599 


87656 

The premium Bose® computer 
speakers. Delivering multichannel 
sound that seems to surround you, 
specifically designed for computer 
listening, without the clutter of five 
speakers. Just two small speakers 
and a hideaway Acoustimass® 
module deliver much of the audio 

performance you'd expect from a five-speaker surround sound system. 
A single USB connection is all it takes to deliver the impressive sound. 


Bose® Companion® 2 Series II 


$149 87654 
A quality speaker 
upgrade for your 
computer and portable 
players. Full-range sound 
for music, gaming and 
streaming audio. New, 
updated styling. 



Bose® Computer MusicMonitor 


$499 91686 

The new Bose Computer 
MusicMonitor uses advanced 
technology to offer an 
unprecedented combination 
of performance and elegance 
from two speakers this small. 



Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 




















Superior sound for your iPod 



JBL Ref 610 Bluetooth 
Headset 

$399.95 BK 91321, WH 91322 


iHome 8 •••• 

See Key P6 

$199.95 BK 85466, WH 88723 


Bluetooth isn't just for cell phone headsets any 
more. The JBL 600 Series combines the sound 
quality of high-end headphones with Bluetooth 
wireless technology. Now you can enjoy & control 
your music without wires & without digging your 
iPod out of your backpack or briefcase. Bluetooth is 
about making things easier, & JBL is about making 
things sound better. 

Includes: iPod Bluetooth Dock Adaptor, Carry Case, 
Worldwide Charging Kit. 


Dual Alarm and the ability to store 8 stations, 
so you can wake to your iPod, AM/FM Radio, or 
buzzer. Removable dock inserts fit all docking 
iPods and charges your iPod while docked. Stereo 
drivers in the exclusive Reson8™ speakers deliver 
astounding clarity, depth, and power. Gradual Wake 
and Gradual Sleep functions increase or decrease 
the volume so you won't be woken with a shock. 
Also features a multifunction LCD Display with 
adjustable backlighting. Includes a remote control 
- perfect for lounging. 



harman/kardon 


harman/kardon 
Go + Play 
$549 88878 


• ••• 

See Key P6 


Understated, sublimely functional industrial design. 
Unsurpassed performance and ease of use. From 
its flat, protective iPod cradle and smart RF remote 
to its arching stainless-steel handle, Harman 
Kardon Go + Play delivers tight, thunderous bass 
from high-excursion low-frequency drivers. Just as 
important, the highs are distinct and crystal clear. 
AC or battery-operated, so it will go anywhere your 
iPod or other music player goes. As a multimedia 
entertainment centre, it even sends your iPod 
photos and video to a TV monitor. 


Transform your iPod 



Experience the ultimate speaker system for iPod 
the award-winning Danish Jamo i300 

Connect your iPod & computer, 

TV or games console and enjoy 
awesome sound! 

RRP* 59 * W 

SMARTHOUSE Jl t 

★ ★★★★ ■ 


★ ★★★★ 


Available in 
White (code:85458) 
or Black (code: 85995) 


Try the Jamo i300 at any 
Computers Now Apple Centre today 


Also available # O • 

Jamo i200 SeeKe fi 6 


White (code: 88212) 
or Black (code: 88213) 


Danish Sound Design 


rentnouu Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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Loaded with innovations, Mac OS X Leopard makes the world's most advanced 
operating system even better. 

Organize your files in stacks, browse files with Cover Flow, use Quick Look to 
preview files without even opening them. 

Go back in time to restore old files with Time Machine, (requires a dedicated 
hard drive) an effortless way to automatically back up everything on a Mac. 

email using personalised stationery, add effects to video chats & much more. 


$158 


MB021Z/A 


Leopard 
Family 5 Pack 


$249 MB022Z/A 


Time Machine Automated Backup 


Buy a copy of Leopard and save $50 
on the lastest Western Digital Hard Drive - Page19 


Gift vouchers & iTunes cards & great offers 



Solve those difficult gift decisions! Computers Now Vouchers can be 
used for any product at any Computers Now store. iTunes Gift Cards 
can be used on the iTunes Music Store for download to your computer 
and iPod. 


CompNow Vouchers: 

Available in 
$20, $50, $100 cards. 


iTunes Cards: 
Available in 
$20, $50, $70 cards. 



Stay at the forefront of the Macintosh universe 
with Australian Macworld, the only full-colour 
Australian magazine dedicated to the Macintosh 
alone. Packed with news, hard hitting reviews, 
in-depth features, practical guides and 
contentious opinions. 


1 FREE copy $6r95 now FREE 

Call 1800 804 160 say "Computers Now" & we'll send you a 
free issue of Australian MacWorld! (Offer ends 31st Jan 2008) 


12 + 2 Subscription $79 now $69 for 14 issues 

Call 1800 804 160 say "Computers Now" & subscribe, and we'll give you a 
discounted annual subscription AND throw in 2 extra copies FREE! 

Offer ends 31st January 2008 


iDog 



$29.95 with Free iDog Bag 

iDog is a novel speaker accessory which has all 
the grooves and moves to bring a whole new 
dimension of entertainment to MP3 users. White 
(82858), Pink (86800) 



iCat V 

$29.95 (8680D 

Meet iCat! This cool kitty puts on quite a 
performance as she sinks her claws into your 
favorite music! Watch iCat purr, and monitor her 
moods with her musical meowing, and watch her 
purr-form just for you! 



USB Missile Launcher 
$49.95 899 oo 

Arm yourself with the latest must have USB device. 
Perfect for someone who has everything to provide 
hours of entertainment 


Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 
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iMac 


The iMac packs a complete, high-performance computer into a beautifully 
thin design. 20 inch & 24-inch widescreen models, it includes built-in wireless, 

Mac OS X and iLife '08. So within minutes of opening the box, you'll be doing 
everything from sharing photos to creating movies to building websites. At the 
top of the lineup is the awesome 24-inch iMac with a brilliant 24-inch widescreen 
display and 2.8GHz processor! The perfect companion to your digital lifestyle. 

All iMac models include: Remote, Wireless, iSight, Bluetooth, iLife'08 




Processor: 

RAM: 

Hard Drive: 
Graphics: 

Optical drive: 



Processor: 

RAM: 

Hard Drive: 
Graphics: 


20" iMac 

$1,698 or $19 p/wk* 

MA876X/A 

2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
1GB up to 4GB 
250GB; 7200rpm 

ATI Radeon HD 2400 XT with 128MB 
memory 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

24" iMac 

$2,599 or $28 p/wk* 

MA878X/A 

2.4GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
1GB up to 4GB 
320GB; 7200rpm 

ATI Radeon HD 2600 PRO with 256MB 
memory 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DIVDVD±RW/CD-RW 


20" iMac 

$2,149 or $24 p/wk* 

MA877X/A 

2.4GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
1GB up to 4GB 
320GB; 7200rpm 

ATI Radeon HD 2600 PRO with 256MB 
memory 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

24" iMac 

$3,339 or $34 p/wk* 

90749 

2.8GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
2GB up to 4GB 
500GB; 7200rpm 

ATI Radeon HD 2600 PRO with 256MB 
memory 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD+RW/CD-RW 



m 


RAM & Hard Drive upgrades 

$CALL - phone us for current pricing. 
512MB RAM 84387 250GB HD 83667 
1GB RAM 84388 500GB HD 86372 
2GB RAM 86966 

Free RAM installation, SAVE $38 


Apple Wireless Keyboard & 
Mighty Mouse Bundle 
$208 

MB167LL/A & MB111ZM/A 
Make the most of your Mac with 
this bluetooth wireless bundle. 




Miglia TV Mini 2 
$99 91753 

Digital TV tuner for your Mac. Record, 
timeshift, export to iPod, PSP, Apple TV. 
Smaller than Apple remote, TV Mini 2 will 
not block its neighbouring ports. 


Video Adapters 
$35 

M9321G/B - Mini DVI to DVI Adapter Kit 
M9320G/A - Mini DVI to VGA Adapter Kit 
M9319G/A - Mini DVI to Video Adapter Kit 
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iLife ‘08 includes: 


Optical drive: 

*Compnow Finance Pricing. Based on 36 Months to approved purchasers. Conditions apply. Call 1300 66 55 86. 

iMac Upgrade options : ask us about Kingston RAM 



iPhoto 


iMovie 

© 

iDVD 

* 

Garageband 

Q. 

iWeb 



W KiiMJston 
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Peak USB Thumb Drives 

$29 
$49 
$99 
$199 
$269 


GretagMacbeth Huey USB 
colour calibrator 
$141 85639 

Huey delivers accurate onscreen colour, a crucial 
component for anyone who cares about colour 
fidelity. 


1GB 

84948 

2GB 

86296 

4GB 

88593 

8GB 

86298 

16GB 

89363 


AppleCare for iMac $269 NOW $238 ma52ofe/a 

FREE WITH EVERY MAC 1 

, Extended warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 

SeQI ^ 3 Years Total ; Phone support, Warranty, Peace of mind. 

AppleCare International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops within 

80km of service centre. Extends standard coverage. Apple-certified repairs. 

• Expert Training Sessions 

• 6 month MacWorld subscription 

See compnow.com.au/everymac 
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MacBook 


Now with faster Intel Core 2 Duo processors. 

Take the power of the MacBook to go, starting at just 
$1,599. Choose MacBook in black or white, both with 
a brilliant, 13.3-inch glossy widescreen display. Nearly 
2.75cm thin, 2.36kg, 100% perfect for anyone who 
wants power in an affordable, mobile 
package - loaded with digital 
lifestyle applications out of the box. 


All MacBook models include: Apple Remote, Wireless, iSight, Bluetooth, iLife'08 


' ^ 'MB 

Coiu 2 Duo 

MacBook 2.0GHz : White 

$1,599 or $18 pA/vk* 

MB061X/B 

MacBook 2.2GHz : White 

$1,899 or $21 p/wk* 

MB062X/B 

MacBook 2.2GHz : Black 

$2,199 or $24 p/wk* 

MB063X/B 

Processor: 

2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

RAM: 

1GB (up to 4GB max) 

1GB (up to 4GB max) 

1GB (up to 4GB max) 

Hard Drive: 

80GB; 5400rpm 

120GB; 5400rpm 

160GB; 5400rpm 

Graphics: 

144MB DDR2 shared Intel GMA X3100 

144MB DDR2 shared Intel GMA X3100 

144MB DDR2 shared Intel GMA X3100 

Display: 

13.3" TFT (1280x800) 

13.3" TFT (1280x800) 

13.3" TFT (1280x800) 

Optical drive: 

24x Combo Drive (DVD-ROM/CD-RW) 

8x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

8x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

Weight: 

only 2.36kg 

only 2.36kg 

only 2.36kg 

Battery life: 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 6 hrs 


*Compnow Finance Pricing. Based on 36 Months to approved purchasers. Conditions apply. Call 1300 66 55 86 or see www.compnow.com.au/finance 


MacBook Upgrade options : ask us about Kingston RAM 



I 


RAM & Hard Drive upgrades 

$CALL - phone us for current pricing. 
512MB RAM 84387 120GB HD 89159 
1GB RAM 84388 160GB HD 88745 
2GB RAM 86966 2 00GB HD 88078 
Free RAM installation, SAVE $38 


MacBook Extra Batteries 

$199 

One for the road. 


u 


Black - MA566G/A, 
White -MA561G/A 


Apple External USB Modem 
$79 MA034Z/A 

Easily connect to the Internet 
using your dial-up service with the 
Apple USB Modem. Small and 
light, it connects to your Mac and 
a standard phone line. 

MacBook Extra 
60W Power Supply 
$129 MA538X/B 

60W Power Supply to suit all MacBooks 

Apple MagSafe Airline Adaptor 

$89.00 MA598Z/A 



J 


W k illusion 

JLIlT e c hJn o l o g y 


Speck SeeThru Hard Case 

$64.95 

Hard plastic translucent shell for 
great protection & full access to all 
controls - also with rubber feet. 
Clear / Blue / Pink / Green / Orange 


Apple Wireless Keyboard & 
Mighty Mouse Bundle 
$208 

MB167LIVA 8c MB111ZM/A 
Make the most of your Mac with 
this bluetooth wireless bundle. 


AppleCare for MacBook $449 NOW $338 masi9fe/a 

FREE WITH EVERY MAC 1 

, Extended warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 

jnfl 3 Years Total ; Phone support, Warranty, Peace of mind. 

AppleCare International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops within 

80km of service centre. Extends standard coverage. Apple-certified repairs. 

• Expert Training Sessions 

• 6 month MacWorld subscription 

See compnow.com.au/everymac 

J 




Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 
























MacBook Pro 


MENU 


Up to a 2.6GHz Intel Core 2 Duo. Next-generation 802.1 In 
wireless. Gorgeous upgraded displays. Wickedly fast NVIDIA 
graphics. Available in 15 inch and 17 inch models, starting at 
just $2899 RRP inc GST. 

MacBook Pro features up to 4GB of 667MHz DDR2 memory 
with a faster, 800MHz frontside bus and support for hard drives 
up to 250GB. Ultimate speed, performance and connectivity. 

To go. That's MacBook Pro. 




All MacBook Pro models include: Remote,Wireless, iSight, Bluetooth, iLife’08 


■ 

MacBook Pro 

15" 2.2GHz 

$2,899 or $31 p/wk* 

MA895X/A 

MacBook Pro 

15" 2.4GHz 

$3,599 or $37 p/wk* 

MA896X/A 

MacBook Pro 

15" 2.6GHz 

$3,959 or $41 p/wk* 

10000 

MacBook Pro 

17" 2.4GHz 

$3,999 or $41 p/wk' 

MA897X/A 

Processor: 

2.2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.4GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.6GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.4GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

RAM: 

2GB up to 4GB max 

2GB up to 4GB max 

2GB up to 4GB max 

2GB up to 4GB max 

Hard Drive: 

120GB; 5400rpm 

160GB; 5400rpm 

160GB; 5400rpm 

160GB; 5400rpm 

Graphics: 

128MB NVIDIA GeForce 8600M GT 

256MB NVIDIA GeForce 8600M 

GT 


Display: 

15.4" TFT 1440x900 

15.4" TFT 1440x900 

15.4" TFT 1440x900 

17" TFT 1680x1050 

Optical drive: 

8x Dual layer SuperDrive DVD+R DI_/DVD±RW/CD-RW on all models 



Weight: 

only 2.5kg 

only 2.5kg 

only 2.5kg 

only 3.1kg 

Battery life: 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 5.75 hrs 


*Compnow Finance Pricing. Based on 36 Months to approved purchasers. Conditions apply. Call 1300 66 55 86 


MacBook Pro Upgrade options : ask us about Kingston ram 



RAM & Hard Drive upgrades 

$CALL - phone us for current pricing. 
512MB RAM 84387 120GB HD 89159 
1 G B RAM 84388 1 60G B HD 88745 
2GB RAM 86966 200GB HD 88078 
Free RAM installation, SAVE $38 



Mstand for Macook Pro 
$99 89569 

Finished in matching aluminium, 
the Mstand gives your MacBook 
Pro an ergonomic lift, and your 
desk some space back. 



Express Card 34 

$79 FW400 + USB2.0 86423 
$119 FW 800 86424 
$169 eSATA 89695 
Connect even more devices to 
your MacBook Pro using the built- 
in express card slot. 


^ MacBook Pro Extra Battery 

$199 

One for the road. 

MA348G/A MacBook Pro 15" 
MA458G/A MacBook Pro 17" 



MacBook Pro Extra 
85W Power Adapter 
$129 MA938X/A 

Power Supply to suit all MacBook Pro's 

Apple MagSafe Airline Adaptor 
$89.00 MA598Z/A 



Keyboard Covers 

Photoshop for PowerBook / Macbook Pro 
$54.95 - 89825 

Final Cut for Powerbook or Macbook Pro 
$54.95 - 89826 

Photoshop for Apple keyboard 
$63.95 - 89828 
Final Cut for Apple keyboard 
$63.95 - 89827 


AppleCare for MacBook Pro $57-9 NOW $448 masisfe/a 

FREE WITH EVERY MAC 1 

t Extended warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 

MpR fj$ 3 Years Total ; Phone support, Warranty, Peace of mind. 

x AppleCare International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops within 

80km of service centre. Extends standard coverage. Apple-certified repairs. 

• Expert Training Sessions 

• 6 month MacWorld subscription 

See compnow.com.au/everymac 

_ ) 


rentnouu Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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MENU 


Mac Mini 


Live the digital life in stylish simplicity. Just 16.51cm square and 
5cm tall, Mac Mini provides what you need to have more fun 
with your music, photos and movies right out of the box. Mac 
Mini now boasts 1GB memory as well as models with built-in 
wireless and SuperDrive, perfect for use as a Media Centre. 



All Mac mini models include: Remote, Wireless, Bluetooth, iLife'08. Keyboard and mouse sold seperately. 


1 

I a| 

1.83GHz Mac Mini 

$849 or $9 p/wk* 

MB138X/A 

2.0 GHz Mac Mini 

$1,148 or $13 p/wk* 

MB139X/A 

Processor: 

1.83GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

RAM: 

1GB up to 2GB 

1GB up to 2GB 

Hard Drive: 

80GB; 5400rpm 

120GB; 5400rpm 

Graphics: 

64MB shared 

64MB shared 

Optical drive: 

Combo Drive DVD-ROM/CD-RW 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 

DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

*Compnow Finance Pricing. 

Based on 36 Months to approved purchasers. Conditions apply. Call 1300 66 55 86. 


Samsung 22" Widescreen LCD TV 
Black 226BW 

$799 85637 


Razor-sharp, widescreen 
image clarity and a host 
of innovative features like 
a wider viewing angle 
and 16.7 million brilliant 
colors to amaze you with 
clear, life-like images. 




6 months of MacWorld for every CompNow Mac customer 

Every person who buys a Mac from CompNow will receive one FREE 6 month subscription to Australian 
MacWorld! Fill out the online subscription & you'll soon have all the Mac news that's fit to print!** 

Not only this, everyone that buys a Mac from us is also welcome to attend our weekly expert training 
sessions held at our Malvern & Crows Nest store - free of charge! See compnow.com.au/everymac 

Six month MacWorld subscription Single weekly training session 

$4 - 2 : 9 5 NOW $30 Without a Mac purchase $75.00 NOW $50 Without a Mac purchase. 

Code: MWSUB Code: Training-retail 


Mac Mini Upgrade options : ask us about Kingston RAM 


KiiHistoii 

11t e c hJn o l o g v 



RAM upgrade options 

512MB $CALL 84387 
1GB $CALL 84388 
2GB $CALL 86966 
Call us today for current pricing. 
Free installation, SAVE $38 



M-Audio 49e USB MIDI 


Keyboard 

$199 80399 

A perfect MIDI controller USB 
keyboard for getting into music on 
your Mac or PC. 



Lacie External Hard drive 

320GB $29 9 89623 

500GB $359 85132 

USB 2.0 & Firewire 400 Hub as well. 

Designed to sit under your Mac Mini 



Apple USB Keyboard 
$69 MB110LL/A 

Wireless Apple Keyboard 
$109 MB167LL/A 


Mighty Mouse 
$69 MB112ZM/A 

j Wireless Mighty Mouse 
$99 MB111ZM/A 


Belkin Flip KVM DVI 
$179 91718 

Share your PC or Mac keyboard, mouse 
& display without having to swap cables. 
With wired remote for DVI, USB & 
analogue audio. 


AppleCare for Mac mini $229 NOW $188 masufe/a 

FREE WITH EVERY MAC 1 

, Extended warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 

^ 3 Years Total ; Phone support, Warranty, Peace of mind. 

" AppleCare International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops within 

80km of service centre. Extends standard coverage. Apple-certified repairs. 

• Expert Training Sessions 

• 6 month MacWorld subscription 

See compnow.com.au/everymac 

_ ) 




Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 


*MacWorld offer terms & conditions - see backpage. 













































MENU 


Mac Pro 

Now available in both 8-core and quad-core Intel 
Xeon configurations up to 3.0GHz, the Mac Pro is the 
workstation of choice for both creative and scientific 
professionals. With fast memory, workstation graphics, 
four internal hard drive bays, and an impressive list of 
advanced features, this ground-breaking system is the 
fastest, most customisable Mac yet. 





Processor: 

RAM: 

Hard Drive: 
Graphics: 

Optical drive: 

Bluetooth: 

Wireless: 


Mac Pro Quad 2GHz 

$3,499 or $38 p/wk* 

86827 

2 x 2.0GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

1GB ECC up to 16GB 

250GB; 7200rpm 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT 
graphics with 256MB memory 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

optional 

optional 


Mac Pro Quad 2.66GHz 

$3,999 or $41 p/wk* 

MA356X/A 

2 x 2.66GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

1GB ECC up to 16GB 
250GB; 7200rpm 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT graphics 
with 256MB memory 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

optional 

optional 


Mac Pro Quad 3GHz 

$5,318 or $52 p/wk* 

89283 

2 x 3.0GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

1GB ECC up to 16GB 

250GB; 7200rpm 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT 
graphics with 256MB memory 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

optional 

optional 


Mac Pro 8-core 3GHz 

$6,428 or $60 p/wk* 

89284 

2 x 3.0GHz Quad-Core Intel 
Xeon 

1GB ECC up to 16GB 

250GB; 7200rpm 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT 
graphics with 256MB memory 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW 

optional 

optional 



Apple Cinema Displays 

20" Apple Cinema Display $899 or $10 p/wk* M9177X/A 
23" Apple Cinema HD Display $1399 or $15 p/wk* M9178X/A 
30" Apple Cinema HD Display 11 $2798 or $29 p/wk* M9179X/A 

H 30" Requires ATI Radeon 9650, X850 XT or NVIDIA GeForce 6800GT DDL, 6600LE, 6600, 7800GT, FX4500 


All Apple displays include : 178° horizontal & vertical viewing angle, 14 ms response time, DVI connection, 2 x USB 2.0 ports, 2 x FireWire 400 ports 


AppleCare. 3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 


AppleCare for Apple Displays ONLY $155 MA517FE/A 



RAM & Hard Drive upgrades 

$CALL - phone us for current pricing. 
2 x 1GB 86609 250GB HD 83667 

2 x 2GB 86610 5 00GB HD 86372 

2 X 4GB 89773 750GB HD 86313 

Free RAM installation, SAVE $38 



Mac OS X Leopard Server 10.5 

$1,199 Unlimited MB004Z/A 
$598 10 User MB005Z/A 

Share files, schedule meetings and events, 
exchange instant messages, send and 
receive email, access the network remotely, 
and host websites, wikis, and blogs. 



Taurus RAID 1TB External 
$769 90523 

Unlike other external hard drives, 
Taurus RAID offers data protection 
(RAID 1), speed increase (RAID 0). 
Firewire 400 / 800 / USB 2.0. 



Universal 


Logic Studio 
$649 MA797Z/A 

$298 LOGIC EXPRESS 8 - MA806Z/A 

The industry-leading application for music 
creation and audio production from Apple 
- in two flavours. 


Keyboard Covers 

Photoshop for Apple keyboard 



$63.95 - 89828 

Final Cut for Apple keyboard 
$63.95 - 89827 


Also available for Laptops 


Pioneer BLU-RAY Internal Drive 

$899 89819 Pioneer Model BDR-202 
Read & Write the hottest new digital 
format. Also reads & writes DVD's. 

Free installation when purchased with 
any Mac Pro. 



AppleCa 

re for Mac Pro $419 NOW $338 masi6fe/a 

FREE WITH EVERY MAC " 

P* 

r 

Extended warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 

3 Years Total ; Phone support, Warranty, Peace of mind. 

International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops within 

80km of service centre. Extends standard coverage. Apple-certified repairs. 

• Expert Training Sessions 

• 6 month MacWorld subscription 

See compnow.com.au/everymac 

_ ) 


f'QfYtplOUJ Cdl 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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Create with iLife. Share with .Mac 



.mac 


.Mac $139.95 MA927Z/A 

$249.95 Family Pack Great value with 5 accounts MA928Z/A 

Share photos and movies in an elegant Web Gallery. Create a website. Email from 
anywhere, and stay in sync. All with drag-&-drop simplicity and just a few clicks. With 
powerful online services that work seamlessly with iLife and Mac OS X, .Mac makes it 
easy to get more from your Mac. 

With .Mac you can have all of this, plus more!!! 


r .Mac accounts include: 

• 10GB Storage 

• IMAP Mail 

• Web Gallery 

• Sync 

• Website 

• iDisk 

Hosting 

L._ 

• Groups 



iLife '08 

$99 MB015Z/A 

$129 Family pack mboi6z/a 

Enjoy your photos and video in exciting new 
ways. Share them online with a few clicks. Make 
amazing music, websites, photos, and DVDs. 

All with the new iLife '08. 




« « iS&mnn 

fcfiWork 


N #' 


iWork '08 

$99 MA790Z/A 

$129 Family pack ma79iz/a 

Streamlined word processing & page layout. 
Quality presentations. Compelling spreadsheets. 
Built-in compatibility with Microsoft Office. 
Whatever you need, do it beautifully with iWork '08. 


s# 



JamF JamF JamF JamF JaffiPack 


0-artV 


iWeb GarageBand 

Pages Keynote 

Numbers 

Garageband Jam Packs 

$149 each 

Rhythm 

Remix 

MA375Z/A 

MA371Z/A 

Instantly enhance your songs with 

Symphony 

MA319Z/A 

thousands of loops and dozens of 

World Music 

MA211Z/A 

playable software instruments. 

Voices 

MA990Z/A 






The most advanced 
interactive network 
display... 


TuneTalk Stereo for iPod Video 

85632 

$99.95 


TuneBase FM 2 


*349 


.95 


N1 Vision Wireless Router 

91495 


USB 2.0 4 Port Plus Hub 

White - 89642, Brown - 89641 


USB 2.0 7 Port Plus Hub 

White - 89645, Brown - 89643 


Leather Folio nano 3G 
Pink/Chocolate 91501 
$39.95 


Sports Armband iPod nano 3G 

91502 

$29.95 


Leather Folio iPod Classic 
Black/Chocolate 91503 
$39.95 


Sports Armband iPod Touch 

91505 

$39.95 































eyetv 


Eye TV : Digital TV on your Mac and 



Elgato Turbo.264 
$199.95 89820 

Turbo exports to your iPod or Apple 
TV. Converts videos to superior quality 
H.264 MP4 files at amazing speeds. 
Accelerates the export command of 
popular Macintosh video applications & 
frees up the processor while encoding. 



4 m 



Eye TV Hybrid 
$299 86673 

Watch either analogue or digital TV, or 
connect your game console and enjoy 
an excellent live play experience. RCA 
inputs also allow for the connection of 
your gaming system. 



Eye TV Diversity 
$299 87532 

2 tuners in 1. Superior reception deep 
indoors. EyeTV Diversity contains two 
receivers and two antennas. They work 
together to achieve optimal reception, 
or independently as two distinct tuners. 


iPod 



Eye TV DTT USB 
$149.95 86305 

For Digital Television only. EyeTV for 
DTT has one quality setting, Lossless. 
The DVB stream is recorded unaltered. 
Supports Dolby® Digital sound. 


Apple TV : The revolution will be televised 

$419 40GB model MA711X/A 
$579 160GB model MB189X/A 
Connect Apple TV to your widescreen television and wirelessly sync your iTunes library. 
Then pull up a seat, put up your feet, and pick up the Apple Remote. Viola. 

$69 AppleCare Extended warranty for Apple TV - 2 years total MA937FE/A 





XtremeMac XtremeHD 
High Quality Cables 

$49.95 each 

TOSLINK Optical Audio 3.5mm 2m - 88340 
HDMI male to HDMI male 2m - 88339 
HDMI male to DVI male 2m - 87321 
Component Video 2m - 88341 


XtremeMac HDMI Switcher 
$199 4-port with remote 

89385 



Seamless wireless integration 



Belkin 802.11g Wireless Router 
$99.95 89625 

Allows users to share files and a broadband 
Internet connection among their wireless 
computers, without using networking cables. It 
features 802.11 g technology and an integrated, 4- 
port 10/100Base-T Ethernet switch also allows you 
to connect wired computers to the network. 
Includes manufacturer's lifetime warranty. 



BELKIN 


Belkin ADSL2+ Wireless Modem/ 

Router 

$169.95 89632 

A one-box solution that lets you share your ADSL 
Internet, files, and peripherals, without 
cables. Two essential networking 
functions in one innovative product, an 
ADSL Modem with a 4-port Wireless 
Router. Operating at wireless speeds 
up to 54Mbps. Includes manufacturer's 
lifetime warranty. 



Apple 


Airport 


- print & listen or backup wirelessly - you choose. 



Airport Express 
$149 M9470X/A 

Enjoy your iTunes music library in virtually any 
room of your house. Share a single broadband 
Internet connection and USB printer without 
inconvenient and obtrusive cables. Create an 
instant wireless network on the go. Extend the 
range of your current wireless network. How many 
devices do you need to do all this? Just one. 


Airport Extreme Base Station 
$259 MB053X/A 

Five times faster than 802.11 g, AirPort Extreme is 
the next-generation wireless networking solution 
from Apple. You can even print wirelessly, or back¬ 
up to a USB hard-drive. Compatible with Mac 
and PC with Wi-Fi certified 802.11 b, 802.11 g and 
802.1 In cards installed. 

t 
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Print > Scan > 



Epson STYLUS PHOTO R2400 
$1,599 or $17 per week* - C11C603031 

• 8 Individual Color Ink Cartridges 

• A3+ Printing & A3+ Border Free Printing 

• UltraChrome Hi-Gloss Ink 

• Print directly onto compatible CD's or DVD's 



Home > Office 



Epson STYLUS PHOTO R1800 
$1,099 or $12 per week* - 81717 

• 8 Individual Color Ink Cartridges 

• A3+ Printing & A3+ Border Free Printing 

• UltraChrome Hi-Gloss Ink 

• Print directly onto compatible CD's or DVD's 



EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



Epson AcuLaser Cl 100 $649 81098 
Epson AcuLaser Cl 100N $749 81939 

• AcuBrite toner cartridge sysyem 

• Speedy 25ppm black , 5ppm colour 

• Effective resolution of 2400dpi 

• N model includes Ethernet Networking 



Epson Perfection Scanners 

$249 NOW $209 VI 00 Photos 86783 

$349 V350 Photos + auto film loader 87522 
$949 V700 Photos + transparancies 85415 

Graphics tablet 



Wacom Cintiq DTZ-2100 

$3890 NOW $3,790 or $38/week* 

87471 

The Cintiq DTZ-2100 USB Interactive Pen Display 
is your perfect instrument for working in creative 
digital applications 



Epson STYLUS PHOTO R290 

$149 91514 

• 6 Individual Colour Ink Cartridges 

• Print directly onto compatible CD's or DVD's 

• A4 Border Free Printing 

• Outstanding Photo Quality Prints 


Epson STYLUS C90 
$79 91196 

• 4 Individual Colour Ink Cartridges 

• Speedy 25 Pages Per Minute 

• Revolutionary Pigment Ink 

• A4 Border Free Printing 


options for everyone 



wacom 



Wacom DTI-520 

$1,760 or $19/week* 15" model 86520 
$2195 or $23/week* 17" model 89824 

Interactive Pen Display combines a Wacom with 
an LCD screen. A point-and-draw-on-screen 
interface to use with a PC or Macintosh. 



Wacom lntuos3 9"x 12" USB Tablet 

$749 79166 - Call for education pricing 

$349 89817 - Wacom lntuos3 6"x8" education 
The A4 tablet size is perfect to provide a 1:1 
mapping ratio for most monitors and is ideal for 
artistic styles that need full arm motion. 




Wacom Bamboo Creative Fun 4"x 6" 
$159.95 White 91248-Silver 91247 

Use your Bamboo Fun to edit photos, paint, draw 
and write. Includes a battery free pen and mouse. 
Take advantage of the 4 user defined Expresskeys 
to provide short-cuts to your most frequently used 
keystrokes. 


Wacom Bamboo Creative Fun 6"x 9" 
$299.95 White 91250-Black 91249 

Use your Bamboo Fun to edit photos, paint, draw 
and write. Includes a battery free pen and mouse. 
Take advantage of the 4 user defined Expresskeys 
to provide short-cuts to your most frequently used 
keystrokes. 


Wacom Graphire3 
6"x 8" Bluetooth Tablet 
$479 89818 

$399 86521 - education price 
Now you can enjoy this freedom with all the 
powerful features of a Wacom pen tablet with the 
Graphire3 Bluetooth. 
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Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 
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NETWORK 


Next G - Data Pack - 24 month plans 

Includes a series 3 modem to suit your computer. 





Price per month 

$59 

$89 

$119 

Data included per month 

200MB 

1GB 

3GB 

Excess data costs per MB 

$0.25 

$0.25 

$0.25 


Telstra's Next G™ 
network broadband 
connection. 

Up to 98.8% Australian 
population coverage. 


Add a new 7 series modem for blistering speed! 

Download speeds of up to 7.2Mbps / upload up to 1.9Mbps! 


Telstra Turbo 7 Series USB Modem 




$149 


Telstra Turbo 7 Series Express Card Modem 



$149 


Take your broadband 
wherever you take 
your laptop. 

Mac & Windows 
compatible. 

















protecting your digital cargo 


large loop 

$179.95(17“) 

Backpack with multiple large compatments for 
gear and documents. Equipped with a 
seperate protective padded laptop section. 
Suits the 17"MB Pro. 


alley 

$79.95 (13-) / $89.95 (15“) 

Shoulder bag with padded laptop section and 
separate section for all your documents. 

Suits the 13"MB, 15"MB Pro. 


duplex 

$129.95 (is-)/ $139.95 V) 

A carry-all shoulder bag with 
adjustable/removable laptop sleeve. 
Medium to fit up to 15" MB Pro and the 
large to fit up to 17“MB Pro. 


zebra 

$59.95 (13*) / (15‘) / (17*) 

A neoprene jacket that protects against bumps and 
scratches. Handle makes it easy to carry around & 
keyboard cover protects the screen against marks. 
3 sizes for 13" MB, 15“ & 17"MB Pro. 


evolution 

$139.95 (13-)/ $149.95 (15“) 

STM's latest backpack features removable iPod 
pocket, organiser and rain cover. 

Equipped with maximum laptop protection. 
Suits the 13"MB and 15"MB Pro. 


sports2 

$129.95(15-) 

Features an ergonomic harness system and a 
unique suspended padded cell for your 
notebook. Filled with essential features for your 
active lifestyle! Suits the 15"MB Pro. 


brink 

$79.95 (13“)/ $89.95 (15“)/ $99.95 (17“) 
Slim-line bag with space for cables and notes. 
Available in 3 sizes - small to fit 13"MB, medium 
to fit 15”MB Pro and large to fit 1 7"MB Pro. 


cargo 

$139.95 (13V $159.95 (is-) 

Cargo is the perfect combination of style and 
function. Comes with removable laptop sleeve 
and cable case. 

Suits the 13"MB and 15"MB Pro. 


phantom 

$99.95 (i3“) / $99.95 (15“) 

STM's phantom has a sleek exterior which 
disguises the built-in padded laptop section so 
no-one will ever know the contents of your 
precious cargo. Suits the 13"MB and 15"MB Pro. 


STM specialises in stylish and chic laptop bags that focus on fashion, function and versatility. To see our complete range, visit our website - www.stmbags.com.au 

































LaCie Storage & Burner Solutions 


& as ir^disfr 



LaCie Porsche Firewire 
USB 2.0, FireWire 400 
320GB 90715 $£29 NOW $199 

500GB 90616 $289 

With these drives now you've got a stylish place 
to put all of your music, videos and data. Macs 
or PCs. 


LaCie Rugged All-Terrain Hard Drive 

FireWire 800/400 & USB 2.0 
160GB 87832 $289 

250GB 91524 $399 

Protect your valuable data with this ultra¬ 
portable Triple Interface storage solution. 
Tough metal casing and shock-resistant rubber 
bumper for extra data protection. 



LaCie d2 Big Disk Extreme Triple 
USB 2.0, FireWire 800/400 
1TB 90686 $549 NOW $499 

Extreme speed, massive capacity and triple 
interface connectivity FireWire 800, FireWire 400, 
USB 2.0 makes this plug & play drive ideal for 
audio/video professionals. 



Lacie Blu-Ray /DVD / CD Burner 

FireWire 400 & USB 2.0 

d2 Blu-Ray 89728 $999 or $11/wk* 

Easily save 50GB of digital data on 1 disc, BD 
(Blu-ray)/DVD/CD writer in one drive, with 
a durable metal d2 case design; quiet operation. 


Creative Power for your Mac 

Quad & Triple interface cases power & performance. 



LaCie d2 Extreme Quadra 
USB 2.0, FireWire 800/400, eSATA 
320GB 90471 $299 

500GB 90440 $099 NOW $349 

1TB 91380 $799 

All the best interfaces - eSATA, FireWire 800 / 400 
and USB 2.0 - complete universal connectivity. 





d2 FireWire LightScribe Dual-Layer 
DVD±R - includes Toast 8 
$229 83639 

Includes Mac Toast 8 Titanium Software and 
LightScribe technology that burns precise 
professional-quality custom designs directly onto 
the label side of your discs. 


Western 

Digital® 






Speed is what you need when you're 
editing video, managing photo shoots 
and working on big design projects. 


My Book Studio 

500GB $299 91736 

With Leopard purchase P10 


500GB 

$349 91736 

750GB 

$499 91737 

1TB 

$699 91733 


Powerful quad interface : 

- USB 2.0 

- FireWire 400 / 800 

- eSATA 3 Gb/s 


My Book Pro Edition II 


1TB $699 90983 

1.5TB $899 90984 

Powerful triple interface : 

- USB 2.0 

- FireWire 400 / 800 

Western Digital's My Book Pro 
Edition II dual-drive external 
storage systems are the pre¬ 
eminent drives in their class. 
Featuring excellent RAID 
options and exceptional design 
to match your Mac. 



Studio Series: 

• Perfect for Mac OS X Leopard Time Machine 

• Easy to set up - just plug and play 

• Automatic back-up 

• Front mounted LED Capacity gauge 

• Standby mode and smartPower features 


Edition II Series: 

• Perfect for Mac OS X Leopard Time Machine 

• Dual-drive external storage system 

• Front mounted LED Capacity gauge 

• RAID 1 (mirroring) for extra data protection or RAID 0 
(striping) for extraordinary capacity and performance. 



rentnouu Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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Essential Software 

Empower your Mac and your digital lifestyle with these leading applications 



MYOB FirstEdge 1.1 

$ 1 49 87040 

MYOB FirstEdge simplifies the way you quote, track 
and invoice your jobs, simultaneously tracking your 
transactions and GST 



MYOB AccountEdge 7 

$595 91063 

MYOB AccountEdge gives you the power to manage 
even the most complex medium-sized business, with 
a powerful multiple pricing level inventory, multiple 
currency transaction functionality, integrated payroll, 
and more. 



Internet Security Barrier 
X4 Platinum Edition 
$21 9.95 86058 

This complete security suite contains: 

NetBarrier X4, VirusBarrier X4, ContentBarrier X4 
Personal Backup X4, Personal Antispam X4. All 
products are Mac OS X compatible. 



VirusBarrier 
X4 Dual Protection 
$1 1 9.95 88605 

Users running Windows on a Mac are vulnerable to a whole 
new range of security threats to their Windows installation. 
Intego's Dual Protection product line provides security for 
both Mac OS X and Windows. 




Disk Warrior 
$1 59.95 88075 

The safest, most technologically advanced, most 
powerful utility to eliminate directory damage available 
for any computer, designed from the ground up with 
a totally different approach to resolving directory 
damage which is the leading cause of Mac instability. 


Suitcase Fusion 

$169 84649 

Thee next-generation professional font manager and 
the only one to provide the industrial-strength features 
to ensure hassle-free, reliable font management no 
matter how many fonts you use, how many documents 
you work with or how demanding your workflow. 



Toast 8 

$179 88245 

The standard for burning CDs, DVDs, and now Blu-ray 
discs on the Mac. Create superior sounding audio CDs with 
crossfades. Enjoy your TV shows anywhere with exclusive 
EyeTV burning and TiVoToGo™ transfers to DVD or iPod®. 
Copy your audio CDs, movies and DVDs. 





Fast Track Schedule 9 

$529 86141 Mac, 86186 Windows 

Awesome project management software, FastTrack 
Schedule 9 has the right tools to help you plan smartly, 
work efficiently, and achieve project goals. Integrates 
with Microsoft project. 

"ff 



POPCORN3 


Popcorn 3 

$1 19.95 91779 

Easily backup the entire DVD with all movies, menus, and 
extras in one step Take your favorite TV shows on the go 
with TiVoToGo transfers. Award-winning Toast® burning 
technology supports all commercial DVD formats and 
ensures high quality copies 



Roxio Crunch 

$79.95 90547 

Convert DV, AVI, MOV, MPEG-4, MPEG-2, DivX, DVD- 
Video, Video_TS folders, and more. Automatically add 
converted video to your iTunes library for easy syncing 
with your Apple TV, iPod, or iPhone. Powerful award¬ 
winning video conversion technology from the makers 
of Toast® 



HansaWorld Accounting 

HansaWorld is an award winning suite of integrated 
accounting and CRM software. Easy to use, fast and 
efficient - ideal for novice and experienced users alike. 

Computers Now runs the Mac Enterprise version 
across all aspects of our business: 

- sales, service, accounts, operations and stock. 


£) HANSAWORLD 

„ \ c | | First Office From $250 1 - 4 users 

rv f- f — Express From $4,999 i - io users 
Enterprise $Call 10-1000 users 


Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 

























Game On! Best sellers for Kids & Adults 



The Sims Pet 
Stories ^ 

$44.95 I 

Train, play with, and care for your 
Sims' cats and dogs, and do your 
best to keep them happy. Count on 
many unexpected twists and turns 
in this easy-to-play, laptop-friendly 
version of The Sims. 



Battlefield 2142 

$99.95 10012 Intel only. 

In Battlefield 2142™, players 
choose to fight for one of 
two military superpowers 
- the European Union or 
the newly formed Pan Asian 
Coalition -in an epic battle 
for survival. 




MACDVD 


Harry Potter 
Order of the Pheonix 


$49.95 


Intel only. 


In Harry Potter and the Order of the 
Phoenix, Harry returns for his fifth year 
of study at Hogwarts. Meeting secretly 
with a small group of students who 
name themselves "Dumbledore's Army", 
Harry has taken it upon himself to teach 
his band of students how to defend 
themselves against the Dark Arts. 


Enemy Territory: 
Quake Wars 
$69.95 91768 

Enemy Territory: Quake 
Wars pits the armies of 
Earth against the invading 
alien Strogg in an online 
strategic shooter. 



Need for Speed 

Carbon Intelonly. 

$79.95 91770 

Need for Speed Carbon 
immerses you in the world's 
most dangerous and 
adrenaline-filled form of 
street racing. 



The Sims 
Life Stories 
$64.95 89024 
NOW $54.95 

Follow the lives of Riley 
Harlow and Vincent 
Moore, two very different 
characters who have 
reached similar crossroads 
in their love lives. 



r*i 


Expansion Packs 

$49.95 each 


University 

83866 

Nightlife 

85207 

Open For Business 

86304 

Pets 

87450 

$39.95 


Happy Holiday Pack 

91176 



The Sims 2 Family 
Fun Stuff Exp Pack 
$39.95 89665 

All-new collection of furniture, 
clothing & decor. Decorate the 
home with cool new furnishings, 
including upscale living 
room items and adventurous 
bedroom sets. 



Age of Empires 3 

$89.95 87452 

Set foot on the battlefield. 
With a host of new units 
including the mighty War 
Chief, and new ways to 
play and win the game. 



Lego : Star Wars 2 

$64.95 89672 
Combines the endless 
customisability of LEGO 
with the epic story, 
characters and action 
of Episodes IV, V& VI. 

Build and battle your way 
through all your favorite 
moments from the films. 



Star Wars 

Empire at War Intel only. 

$69.95 89025 

The power to command an 
entire war for the Star Wars 
galaxy in the hands of players, 
giving them freedom to 
determine the game within 
the completely scalable and 
accessible gameplay. 



X-Plane V8 Mac 
OSX DVD Deluxe 
$119.95 86183 

X-Plane is the world's 
most comprehensive, 
powerful flight simulator, 
& the most realistic flight 
modeling available for 
personal computers. 



Civilization 4 
$64.95 86016 

Civilization IV comes to 
life like never before. 
Warlords Expansion Pack 
$44.95 87449 
Buy both & Save $10 

$109.90 $99.90 



Command & 

Conquer Generals 
Deluxe 

$74.95 85202 

Includes Zero Expansion Pack. 
Put your trigger finger on the 
pulse of modern warfare. 


rentnOUU Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! www.compnow.com.au 21 




































Your clients will love you for it. 


Sexy Interface 

Streamline is designed by designers for 
designers. Quick to learn and easy to navigate. 

Multiple Invoices 

Split billing and progress payments 
or monthly account fee billing. 

Time Sheets 

Reduce slippage on jobs by capturing time 
more efficiently. Designers record time/costs 
in their own window effortlessly. 

Multi Platform. Mac OS / 

Vista / XP 

Access Streamline on your network in 
a mixed environment of Macs and PCs. 

MYOB Integration 

Streamline integrates to MYOB and other 
major accounting solutions - exporting 
data with ease. 

WIP 

The ultimate electronic whiteboard where 
jobs and all creative people can be viewed 
simultaneously in real time. 

Customised Stationery 

t 

No License Fees 

Time Line Projects 

Incorporate your own corporate identity 

Streamline comes with no compulsory 

Interactive gantt charting. Keep track 

into the printed stationery of Streamline. 

annual license fees. Our VIP support 

of budgets, critical timelines and overall 


program 'Pipeline' is optional. 

deliverables in one easy view. 


streamline 


Job Ticket 

Quote No 2014 Job No BCG4125 

Date In 10 Aug 04 Projea [~T] 


Timeline 




cs o s%ao 

ran Ha man ooHCA.it Mat on ibtjow 

Fendtton Ey« CMc [*)«♦ Job Sutu* in production 0WIP 

H Owners |ARu| fJIJ Branch C 0 

iti Suit Amende Rudkin 

Order No 322 651 


E-Mail 

Phone ♦60 359 3599 
Mobile 021 727 642 


IEmZI 


Wod 16 May 2007 

,9 n—r" 


DFu - Studio Brief 
DFu - Artwork 
DFu - Copywriting 
DFu - Pilch ® Client 
DFu - Photo Shoot 
DFu - Web Development 
DFu - Print Deadline 


iL= 


kss 


“never had my agency run 

SO well...” - Daryl Peterson 

“finally a solution that 
understands the issues 
a creative business faces 
everyday” -Tania Harold 

We all know most clients don't leave 
because of a lack of creativity. Issues like 
late invoices, going over budget & missed 
deadlines are just some of the things you 
can avoid with Streamline - Australasia's 
fastest growing software for the creative 
industry. Get online, download the demo 
and stop the chaos... 

previewstreamline.com.au 

streamline 

time is valuable. 



W 

winrlows 


4 


Mac 

Untoful 


Get online, download the demo - 

www.previewstreamline.com.au 
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Adobe 


Adobe : Creative License * m 

Computers Now specialise in all types of Adobe software, c «S 
from single student copies through to 10 , 000 + seat licenses. 


Adobe CS3 Master Collection 

$3,699 19280033 


Adobe Photoshop CS3 Extended 

$1,549 19400073 


Upgrade from CS 1.x Suites $2,999 19280064 

Academic* $1,349 19280022 

Student* $699 19280127 



Adobe Creative Suite 3 Master Collection 
enables you to design across all media; 
print, web, interactive, mobile, video, and 
film. It's the most comprehensive creative 
environment ever produced. 

Contains: 

Indesign, Photoshop Extended, Illustrator, 
Acrobat Pro, Flash Pro, Dreamweaver, 
Fireworks, Contribute, After Effects Pro, 
Premiere Pro, Soundbooth, Encore. 


Photoshop CS3 

$989 

13102488 

Upgrade CS3 Extended from 7, CS, CS2 

$599 

19400094 

Upgrade CS3 from 7, CS, CS2 

$345 

13102564 

Photoshop Lightroom 

$549 

88698 



CS3: Take advantage of productivity and workflow 
enhancements, unrivaled editing power, and breakthrough 
compositing capabilities. 

CS3 EXTENDED: Everything in Photoshop CS3 plus tools for 
3D and motion-based content and performing image analysis. 


LIGHTROOM: Discover an efficient way to import, 
select, develop, and showcase large volumes of digital 
images. The perfect complement to Photoshop CS3. 


Adobe CS3 Design Premium 

$2,699 19500009 

19500233 
19500130 
19500300 


Upgrade from CS Std/Prem $1,039 

Academic* $899 

Student* $449 


Adobe CS3 Production Premium 

$2,499 19600034 

Upgrade from CS Std/Prem $1,385 19600035 

Academic* $799 19600033 

Student* $449 19600067 



Adobe Creative Suite 3 Design Premium 
software is the designer's dream toolkit 
for print, web, and mobile publishing. It 
combines all-new versions of essential tools 
for producing everything from professional 
page layouts to rich interactive experiences in 
a unified, intuitive environment. 



W 


Adobe Creative Suite 3 Production Premium 
software is the total post-production solution 
available for both Mac and Windows. Tighter- 
than-ever integration between all new video, 
audio, and design tools & now including 
Adobe Flash CS3 Professional software. A 
smooth workflow from concept to film, video, 
DVD, Blu-ray, web, and mobile. 


( I ^ 

^ Adobe Licensing Programs 

Do you need more than one copy? Try TLP! 

Computers Now can help you with Adobe Licensing Programs. 

We provide TLP for small to medium businesses which can 
provide free upgrades for the life of the program, or CLP for 
Educational Institutions or Large Business with hundreds of 
copies. Get in touch today. 

Call 03 9684 3633 or 02 9951 7979 

V_ ) 


Adobe Photoshop Elements 
NOW $149 Mac Version 4.0 19230154 

NOW $95 Academic 19230152 


II# Adobe 

^ Photoshop 
Elements 0 



Elements 4.0 software combines power and 
simplicity. Edit and enhance by fixing common 
flaws instantly or using advanced options 
for more control. Keep every photo at your 
fingertips. And show off your creativity with 
cards, calendars, and more. 


*For academic and student pricing, set conditions apply, and proof needs to be provided. Ask in-store for more details. 


rentnow Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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Connect to the — 

world of data " s 


Faster and easier than ever before! 


Get all these new features and 
more in new FileMaker Pro 9 
and FileMaker Pro 9 Advanced! 

New! FileMaker Quick Start Screen 
New! Conditional Formatting 
New! Send Database Link 

New! Scripting Tools 

Enhanced! FileMaker Web Viewer and Tab Control 

New! Auto-Resize layout objects 

New! Software Update Notification 

And many more great features like 

ShT , eVe,S ° f Undo and Redo 

o b eVe,S r ,,CheCkin9 ' danced 

bars and new shipping label formats. 

$499 90512 

$299 Upgrade 90513 

$299 Education 90514 




FileMaker Pro 9 
Advanced 

Design and develop 
more powerful, more 
customized database 
solutions 




i FileMaker 

j 2—r— Server 9 


$799 91661 

$495 Upgrade 91237 
$495 Education 90534 


FileMaker Pro 
Server 9 

High-performance 
server software for 
teams of FileMaker 
users that want 
to maximize the 
performance 



FileMaker Pro 
Server 9 Advanced 

Deploy shared 
FileMaker database 
files over networks, 

intranets, and the 
Internet. 


$1/645 91660 

$990 Upgrade 
$990 Education 90697 


Find out more at: 

www.filemaker.com.au/compnow/products 

© 2007 FileMaker in,- _ _ 


and the file folder 

the U.S. or other countries. ademarks of FileMaker, Inc., in 


comp 

nour 

compnow.com.au 


$4,165 91687 

$2,495 Education 9 i 6 88 
$2,495 Upgrade 9 i 68 9 


% FileMaker 







Upgrade Guarantee to Office 2008 for Mac 

Purchase any of the following Microsoft® Office 2004 for Mac editions before 

29th February 2008 for guaranteed upgrade to the following Microsoft® Office 2008 for Mac 

edition for $27. Buy from Computers Now, and we'll give you a $27 discount to pay for it! 

Office: mac 2008 U» V P o % 


Purchase Receive - Upgrade Microsoft Product 


Microsoft Office 2004 for 

Mac Student and Teacher edition 

Microsoft Office 2008 for Mac Home and Student 

Microsoft Office 2004 for 

Mac Standard edition 

Microsoft Office 2008 for Mac Special Media edition 

Upgrade Includes Microsoft Expression Media 
(Valued at $523 RRP) 

Microsoft Office 2004 for 

Mac Standard Upgrade edition 

Microsoft Office 2008 for Mac Special Media edition 

Upgrade Includes Microsoft Expression Media 
(Valued at $523 RRP) 


Claims must be received by 31st March, 2008. Go to http://www.microsoft.com.au/office/mac/upgradeguarantee 


Microsoft 


Terms & Conditions. Purchase selected genuine Microsoft® Office 2004 for Mac products in the promotional period to receive your copy of Microsoft Office 2008 for 
Mac for S27 inc GST, postage 8c handling. The promotional period for purchase is 26 September 2007 to 29 February 2008. For full details and terms and conditions 
to claim your upgrade product please visit http://www.microsoft.com.au/office/mac/upgradeguarantee. Only complete applications received by Microsoft at PO Box 
1037, North Ryde NSW 1670 on or before 5pm (DST) 31 March 2008 will be eligible to receive the offer. Participant(s) will forfeit claims not made by this date. Upgrade 
Products will be mailed out from 31 January 2008, Please allow 4-5 weeks delivery. Please note internet access 8c a debit or credit card are required for redemption. 



Microsoft Office 2004 for Mac 


Entourage, Excel, PowerPoint, Word, 

Windows Media Player, Remote Desktop Connection & more. 


Office 2004 Mac Student & Teacher edition # 77607 $24 9 NOW $222 
Office 2004 Mac Standard edition 77605 $64 9 NOW $622 

Office 2004 Mac Upgrade 776 O 6 $3 99 NOW $372 

# For non commercial use. 


In business? Why not ask us about Microsoft Office volume licensing for 5 workstations or more. 
Call our South Melbourne or North Sydney branches and speak to a software specialist. 



Run Windows XP Pro on your Intel Mac 

Parallels Desktop™ for Mac, innovative software that lets you 
run any version of Windows* at blazing speed, right alongside 
Mac OS X. And, best of all, no rebooting is required! Now it's 
easy to run literally thousands of Windows applications like 
Access, Project, Money, Internet Explorer, ACT! and more all 
on your Mac and all while running OS X. Parallels Desktop is a 
must have for any Intel Mac owner. 

*Requires windows license purchased separately. 


Parallels Full version 
$114.95 86198 

Parallels OEM version 
$99 91089 


rentnouu Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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VMware Fusion 

The most seamless way to run Windows on your Mac. 


Mac OS X 


VMware Fusion 

$1 1 9.95 91546 


VMware Fusion OEM 


$99 


90832 Must be purchased with CPU 


VMware Fusion combines a clean and intuitive interface that Mac 
users expect with a virtualization platform trusted by millions of users. 
VMware Fusion allows you to easily launch your Windows applications 
and quickly switch between Windows and Mac applications. 


With the industry's most advanced virtualization technology, VMware 
Fusion lets you leverage all the hardware currently available on your 
Mac to simultaneously run 32 and 64-bit operating systems, use two 
processors at the same time, run select 3D games and utilize USB 
2.0 devices! VMware Fusion gives you the best of both worlds - your 
favorite Windows applications on your Mac! 

@ vmware* 



(fpl vmware 


VMWARE 

FUSION 

The most seamless way to 
run Windows on your Mac. 


compatible 


From the winner of more than 
100 awards for its industry-leading 
virtualization software. 


QuarkXPress 7 

The industry-leading software for design and layout 


© 

Authorized 

Reseller 

Quark 





QuarkXPress 7.2 

$4t499 NOW $1,399 

Mac / Win 87909 

$499 NOW $479 Upgrade 

Upgrade from any version 3.0 or higher. 89465 

$249 NOW $229 Education 

Edu eligibility proof required. Mac / Win 88678 

Volume Licensing Program (QVLP) 

QuarkXPress 7 pricing examples: 

Full version: 

2-4 licences: $1130 each 
5 - 24 licences: $1100 each 

Upgrade from version 3, 4, 5 or 6: 

2 - 4 licences: $385 each 
5-24 licences: $375 each 

Quark Print Collection 
$539 87603 


QuarkXPress 7 boasts 160 new, innovative 
features. Start with a highly-evolved user 
interface for maximum productivity, then dive 
into the powerful features and functionality. 
You’ll quickly discover how QuarkXPress 
7 surpasses the competition in design, 
collaboration, and production. 

More people use QuarkXPress for creative 
design and page layout than any other 
software in the world. Period. Millions of 
users are now discovering the power of the 
QuarkXPress 7. 

Quark Volume Licensing Program (QVLP) for 
commercial businesses: 

- Simplify purchases with one easy serial number 

- Reduce costs for managing multiple licences 

- Protect investment with Quark Assurance 

- Save money with volume price breaks starting with 
just 2 licences 


QuarkXPress 7 now includes FREE Quark® 
Interactive Designer and Quark® XPert Tools Pro 
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£ Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 
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Expert professional audio tools & advice 



PM 05 Bundle 
(PM0.5+PM05 Sub) 

$899 (91464) 

SAVE $449 

► i 

PM1 Bundle 
(PM1+PM05 Sub) 

$1,099 (91465) 

SAVE $499 


MBox 2 Mini Audio 
Interface & Protools LE 
$499 89573 

Next-generation USB-powered 
audio/MIDI production system 



Logic Studio 

$649 MA797Z/A 
Everything you need to create, 
perform and record your music. 
Includes Logic Pro 8, Mainstage, 
Soundtrack Pro 2, Studio Instruments, 
Studio Effects, Studio Sound Library 


M-Audio 49e USB Midi 

Keyboard 

$199 80399 

The Keystation 49e is the perfect USB 
MIDI controller keyboard for getting 
started with music on your Mac 



Logic Express 8 

$268 MA806Z/A 
A step up from GarageBand for 
aspiring musicians, producers 
and composers without breaking 
the bank 


MXL 2006 USB Mic 
$249 88193 

Large Diaphragm, Gold Sputtered 
true "Class A" FET condenser 
microphone. 



Behringer Podcasting Kit 
$199 USB 89947 
$399 FireWire 89880 

PODCASTUDIO bundle has all you need 
to make high-quality podcasts and home 
recordings 


Fostex Speakers 

The ideal choice for nearfield monitoring. 


PM0.4 

86214 

$499 

PM0.5 

82230 

$749 

PM0.5 Sub 

83282 

$599 

PM01 

82233 

$999 

PM02 

82234 

$1,199 



MOTU Audio Interfaces 

MOTU UltraLite Firewire 
$999 86307 
MOTU Traveller Firewire 
$1,499 86308 


High quality SD/HD video production 

Call or visit icorp at our South Melbourne or Crows Nest locations : sales@icorp.com.au 


Final Cut Studio SD/HD video 
MacBook Pro online production system 


c 



• 2.4GHz MacBook Pro 15" (160GB HD / 2GB RAM / DL DVD Burner/etc) 

• Final Cut Studio 2 

• 1TB External storage system 

• Apple Mighty mouse 

• Final Cut Pro KeyCaps coloured editors keyboard 

• Crumpler bag that holds everything 

• All software setup, installed and tested. 


Total Investment: only $6,299 

(even less for education and KCP customers) 


TeraStore Final Cut Pro storage systems 


2TB $2,399 (other sizes available) 

Fault tolerant Mac Pro storage systems supporting 
qualities up to uncompressed HD online. 2TB 
RAID systems (1.5 TB useable) Withstand a drive 
failure without losing your data! 200MB+ per 
second bandwidth. Includes card. 


*3 




icorp Pro Video 

We have been providing video production solutions for over 10 years, 
specialising in Online Digital Video, icorp have a wealth of experience 
and integration knowledge. Specialising in SAN shared media storage 
systems, DVD production systems and whole "turnkey" installations and 
specialist support from cameras to post. 

A selection of the range of products we supply & support 

S O NY Blackmagicdesign 8 

^ AJA VIDEO SYSTEMS INC 


Cation SUH resiiteredre * P3’ 

microsystems invent 
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ICORP 

Why you should buy your 
Epson inkjet from icorp. 

In-store product demonstrations and 
print samples made from your files 

Expertise in Pre-press, graphic design, 
photography, fine art, CAD, proofing. 

Integration with peripheral products 
for complete digital printing solutions 

Professional consulting services for 
your Colour Management, Workflow 
Colour analysis and ICC Profiling 

Media samples & help in choosing the 
best media & ink for your application 

Equipment installation and training 



Epson STYLUS PRO 9880 

from $11,985 or $15/day* 

• 44" (1188mm) Wide 

• Micro Piezo PrintHead Technology 

• 2880 xl 440dpi Maximum Print Resolution 

• Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink Technology 

• 8 Colour Ink Configuration with Vivid Magenta 
(K, Lk, LLk,C, VM,Y, VLm, Lc) 

• Free on board Ethernet 

• Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 

• 2 year Extended warranty available 


Professional printing solutions 



Epson STYLUS PRO 4880 Epson STYLUS PRO 7880 

from $3,295 or $5/day* from $5,935 or $8/day* 


17" (432mm) Wide 

Micro Piezo PrintHead Technology 

2880 x1440dpi Maximum Print Resolution 

Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink Technology 

8 Colour Ink Configuration with Vivid Magenta 

(K, Lk, LLk,C, VM, Y, VLm, Lc) 

Free on board Ethernet 

Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 

2 year Extended warranty available 


• 24" (610mm) Wide 

• Micro Piezo PrintHead Technology 

• 2880 x1440dpi Maximum Print Resolution 

• Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink Technology 

• 8 Colour Ink Configuration with Vivid Magenta 
(K, Lk, LLk, C, VM, Y, VLm, Lc) 

• Free on board Ethernet 

• Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 

• 2 year Extended warranty available 



Epson STYLUS PRO 11880 

from $25,295 or $36/day* 

• 64" Wide 

• Micro Piezo TFP Print Head Technology 

• 2880 xl 440dpi Maximum Print Resolution 

• Advanced Image Processing Technology 

• 360 nozzles per colour 

• Epson UltraChrome K3 Ink with Vivid Magenta 
(K, Lk, LLk, C, VM, Y, VLm, Lc) 

• Free on board Ethernet 

• 2 year Extended warranty available 


EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



Epson Gold Seal 
Consumables 




From paper to ink to 
maintenance tanks. 

We stock genuine Epson products for 
your small or wide format inkjet printers 


Find out how a RIP can save 
you ink & paper & money! 
Demo your files with us. 


icorp 



Colour 

Management 

Specialists 


If you want to solve colour issues, we can help. We 
specialise in colour for all creative professionals using: 


• Hard and Soft Digital Proofing 

• Professional Digital Photography & Digital Input 

• Colour Management Workflow 

• PDF Workflow Automation 

• Digital Asset Management 

• Apple, Windows, Sun - Servers & Storage 

• Consulting, Integration, Installation & Training 


icorp MCT workflow solutions incorporate leading products from 

i^^scntialtoprim* ^ x rite ^ Eizn 


HASSE LB LAD /MICROTEK 


QUATO 

Technology GmbH 



HELIOS 


Canto 


Computers Now - icorp 
South Melbourne 03 9684 3633 
North Sydney 02 9951 7979 
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Managed Creative Technology : MCT 

Computers Now : icorp 

Since 1998 icorp have been providing production solutions for creative professionals in these speciality areas : 

• Professional Digital Photography • Apple, Windows & Sun 

• Professional Digital Video • Workstations, Servers, Storage & Backup 

• Digital Asset Management • Consulting, Integration & Tendering 

• Large Format Digital Printing & Proofing • Installation & Training Services 

• Colour Management • Service Level Agreements 

Managed Creative Technology (MCT™) provides icorp's customers with a "whole of life" managed approach 
to their purchase, implementation, upgrade and replacement of digital production systems. Achieving the best 
possible return on their technology investment and maintaining their competitive advantage. 

Ask us about how MCT™ can work for your business to increase your return on investment. 


Call us on 03 9684 3633 or 02 9951 7979 
sales@icorp.com.au 



Pro Photography 
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ICORP 


Professional 

Corporate 

Government 



Australian 

Government 

Endorsed 

Supplier 



Printing & Proofing I Colour Management 


There's more to Computers Now than meets the eye! 


Multi Platform Integration 

CompNow : Integration - onsite installation specialists 

CompNow Integration is made up of a group of specialist technical engineers supporting complex environments 
and delivering a range of solution focussed and contractual services. Boasting the largest team of certified Mac 
& Windows engineers in the country, our large team of highly skilled Systems Engineers are able to design 
and devise server and networking solutions in all types of specialised environments across all types of markets. 
Ranging from education through to broadcast or advanced colour management and digital proofing. 

CompNow Integration provides skilled engineering services for all areas of IT including: 

• Mac / Windows / Unix / Novell integration • Networking & communications 

• Servers & redundant storage • Wireless networks & VOIP 

• Backup plans & implementation • Scheduled maintenance contracts 

• Disaster recovery • Remote network management service 

We appreciate suiting the needs of your business are paramount and that's why we offer these services on 
anything from an hourly call out, through to an annual contract. For added flexibility we 
have voucher booklets you can purchase in advance. 




Sf] 


Windows 


Call us on 03 9684 3600 or 02 9951 7979 

comp Onsite - home / office / school 


nouu 

INTEGRATION 


Service Level Agreements 
Friendly professional service 



Computers Now - icorp 
South Melbourne 03 9684 3633 
North Sydney 02 9951 7979 
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Education : Student, Staff, Faculty 

Individuals, Primary, Secondary, TAFE, University 

We are Australia's largest Apple Education Reseller, offering the education sector a full spectrum of IT related 
products & services for Mac & Windows. Boasting one of the most experienced Apple education teams in the 
country & two Apple Authorised On-Campus Stores, CompNow Education will always be there with a solution. 

From student discounts and teachers salary sacrificing a laptop, through to the deployment of labs or entire 
network upgrades for your school, our staff provide you with all the technology & training you'll need. 

We provide schools with Professional Development on a range of IT applications. From DV movie making to 
podcasting, we tailor sessions to your schools curriculum and learning objectives. 

If you're an educator at any level subscribe now to our quarterly Education Update by emailing your details to 
education@compnow.com.au. Or just give us a call. 


2007 


0 



Education Reseller Of The Year 

L_ ^ 


Thank you to all our loyal staff & customers 


Call us on 03 9684 3600 or 02 9951 7979 
education@compnow.com.au 


On-Campus Authorised Reseller 
Professional Development Courses 
Education Discounts : Staff & Student 


comp 
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EDUCATION 


Over 130 Staff: Retail, Education, Finance, icorp. 



Service : Quality & Assurance 

Apple Platinum Service Centre 



Computers Now employ the largest team of certified Apple technicians in the country! 



24 hour 
diagnosis 


[Quick response I 


Whether you have a problem, or just need some friendly service and advice, the Computer's Now Service team 
have the skill and expertise you need to keep your hardware going. We service & repair all Apple & PC equipment 
- from iPods to Xserve's and everything inbetween. 

With Apple certified service technicians across four service workshops located in Melbourne and Sydney, 
Computers Now Service can provide a 24 hour diagnosis on all Apple equipment brought into a service centre. 

• Platinum Apple Service Centres • Microsoft certified Partner 

• Certified iPod Repair Centres • Cisco Gold Partner 

• Free courier service for edu institutions 

No matter how large or small the task we have the experts and knowledge required - including disaster recovery 
and premium guaranteed response times for systems that you simply cannot afford to have down. 



Thank you to all our loyal staff & customers 


Call us on 03 9684 3600 or 02 9951 7979 


Mac / PC / iPod 
Warranty & Non-warranty 
Quotes & Repairs 
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SERVICE 


30 Apple Platinum Service Centre - iPod repairs, Apple repairs - in & out of warranty 





















CompNow Finance 

Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval in minutes & then go shopping! 


With Compnow Finance, our customers can have hte best finance solution put together to suit them. Whether an 
individual, or a small, medium or large business, Compnow Finance can help you finance $500 to $5,000,000. 

• Salary Sacrifice - tax effective rental solutions. • Flexible end of term - own or upgrade! 

• RentNow - rental packages to suit your lifestyle. • Businesses - 100% software finance available 


Why use rentnow? 

You can have what you want when you want, for just a few dollars a week! If you need equipment for your home 
or business, why wait? Get everything you need now with rentnow. Whether for home or corporate use, renting 
your MacBook, iMacs, iPods, MacPros, printers, cameras and projectors makes perfect sense. 

Get all your equipment and finance from Computers Now - all in the one spot! We have you covered. 



Call us on 1300 66 55 86 for personal finance or 
03 8832 0766 for business, institutions or goverment 
Salary Sacrifice 
$500 to $5,000,000 
FINANCE Corporate Leasing 


comp 

now 
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Finance between $2,000 & $3,500 
& you will receive a 4GB iPod nano 
valued at $199 + 

Finance over $3,500 & you will 
receive an 80GB iPod Classic 
valued at $349 + 


FREE iPods - Special Finance Offer 


Integration, Service, Training. We have you covered! 


Training : covering all levels 

Free training for every Computers Now Mac customer! 

Whether you are a first time Mac user and need assistance importing your email from your 
old Windows PC, or a long time user who wants to take their professional applications to the 
next level, we can provide the right training for you. 







From our FREE group training for anyone who purchases a Mac from us, through to 
specialised one on one training on the latest professional applications, we guarantee you'll 
get more from your Mac after one of our sessions. 

Visit www.compnow.com.au/training for session times and registration details. 



Sign-up today via our website : 
www.compnow.com.au/training 

Free training offer 
One-on-one paid training 
Professional Development 


r 
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U & 

iPhoto 

iMovie 

iDVD 

iWeb GarageBand 




_ A 

^ Just some of the 

applications our training covers ^ 
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TRAINING 


rentnouu Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval & then go shopping! 
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Computers Now Locations Why Computers Now? 


FOOD 

COURT 


O 


4 


LOWER 

FLOOR 


Chadstone 

Chadstone Shopping Centre 
t: 03 9568 8655 
f: 03 9568 2255 
sales@compnow.com.au 



Geelong 

255 Moorabool Street 
t: 03 5223 1550 
f: 03 5223 2021 
sales@compnow.com.au 
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We understand you have a choice 
when selecting a technology partner 
for your needs. 

At Computers Now we believe that 
we have many reasons to become 
your number one choice, and we are 
constantly looking for more! 
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Malvern 

1420 High Street 
t: 03 9508 2600 
f: 03 9500 8460 
sales@compnow.com.au 


RMIT On-Campus Store 

Building 10, Swanston St 
t: 03 9654 8111 
f: 03 9654 8911 
sales@compnow.com.au 




South Melbourne 

64 Clarendon Street 
t: 03 9684 3600 
f: 03 9682 2902 
sales@compnow.com.au 


South Yarra 

409a Chapel Street 
t: 03 9827 5011 
f: 03 9824 2786 
sales@compnow.com.au 
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Crows Nest 

222 Pacific Highway 
t: 02 9951 7979 
f: 02 9957 4325 
sales@compnow.com.au 
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LIBRARY 

MAP 

BUILDING 

REF F22 

O ‘ 

POST 


LIBRARY WALK 


UNSW On-Campus Store 

Library Building, Main Campus 


t: 02 9385 2377 

f: 02 9385 2746 


sales@compnow.com.au 
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Computers Now 
Specialist Services Key 


O icorp Professional Sales 
Division 

© Apple & iPod Platinum 
Service Centre 


Pro Printing Centre 



Pro Video Centre 



University & K-12 Education 
Centre 


Pro Audio Centre 



Apple Authorised Student 
Discounts Available 



Pro Photography Centre 


Service Provider Of The Year 
& 

Education Reseller Of The Year 



Thank you to all our loyal staff & customers 


Computers Now: 

• An Apple reseller - since 1991. 

• A 100% Australian owned & run family business. 

• Eight locations for your convenience in NSW & VIC. 

• The largest group of Premium Apple Resellers in Victoria. 

• Australia's Largest Apple Education reseller. 

• All locations staffed by certified Apple Sales Professionals. 

• A certified Help Desk Specialist at every location. 

• Free training & MacWorld subscription with every Mac 
purchased. Subscribe at www.compnow.com.au 

• Apple Platinum Level Service Centres providing repairs 
for all Apple products. 

• Largest team of on-site technicians in Victoria. 

• Regular free seminars. 

• A comprehensive range of 3rd party products & 
peripherals in stock. 

Please don't hesitate to contact any of sales or service staff at any of 
our listed locations. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Podcast product reviews online! fij 

See : www.compnow.com.au 0 


Computers Now Summer 2008 Catalogue Terms & Conditions: 

Pricing valid until 31st January 2008 unless otherwise marked, or while stock lasts. 

*Per Day or Weekly amounts shown payable monthly, based on 36 month rental 
finance through Compnow Finance to approved customers. Conditions apply. 

^iPod Finance offer: For finance deals between $2,000 & $3,500 an Apple iPod Nano 
4GB RRP $199 will be included. For finance deals over $3,500, an Apple iPod Classic 
80GB RRP $349 will be included. Based on 36 & 48 month rental finance agreements 
only. To approved Customers only. Conditions apply & finance is subject to credit 
approval. Offers end midnight 31st January 2008. E&OE. 

**Page 6 : MacWorld offer 6 month subscription. Form must be completed to receive 
magazines. Only one subscription per person. Offer not transferable. Retail purchases 
only. 

All prices in the catalogue include GST. All items in this publication have been included 
in good faith on the basis that the products, as described, will be available at the time 
of sale. Failure by a supplier to deliver in accordance with sample, description or at all 
or other unintentional causes may result in some product being unavailable. 

Whilst every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in this catalogue, we reserve 
the right to change incorrect prices resulting from a 
printing, typographical or supplier error. Pictures are for 
illustrative purposes only. Prices are current at the time of 
publication, however Computers Now reserves the right to 
alter pricing at its discretion. 

Computers Now Pty Ltd. ABN 48 592 886 118 E&OE 

PP34074200143 
























sion system called MPEG-2. This is the same compres¬ 
sion system that is used for TV broadcasting, including 
HD TV. Compression, along with other electronic tricks, 
allows the video signal to fit in a much smaller band¬ 
width or file size. The aim is to produce a picture that 
is still acceptable to viewers without obvious artefacts 
such as “blockiness” in the picture. Most viewers would 
never be aware that they were watching a compressed 
signal unless the broadcaster or program provider used 
too much compression. 

A standard DVD is capable of storing 4.7 gigabytes, 
which is sufficient for storing most movies in SD. How¬ 
ever, as the various HD standards require much more 
space to store the larger files, we strike some problems. 
The first is obviously that the disk can’t take a full-length 
movie. For instance, it may only fit 30 minutes of HD 
video in MPEG-2. The second problem is that domes¬ 
tic DVD players simply aren’t designed to play back HD 
content. They’re limited to the SD format by the fact that 
they can’t move that much data that fast. 

It is possible to store HD content on a DVD data disk 
and play it back on your Mac or Windows PC. In fact this 
is a feasible way to distribute material. Just remember 
that you won’t be able to play it back in a DVD player. 

Enter the putative successor(s) to the DVD - Blu-ray 
Disc (BD) and HD-DVD. These two new disks look like 
DVDs but aren’t. They use a different optical system and 
are capable of holding up to ten times the data of a 
standard DVD. Despite using the same video file formats, 
the disks themselves aren’t cross-compatible. Yes, you’d 
think we would have learned by now but apparently 
we haven’t. 

Commercial movies are being released on both for¬ 
mats. BD seems to be ahead in the “race” but no-one 
knows if one will triumph or if both will coexist in the 
market. If both standards continue it seems likely that 
eventually the players and even the recorders will be 
able to handle both formats (some hybrid players are 
already on the market), but this only complicates matters 
and drives up the price of hardware. 

The HD disk formats also use other data compression 
systems in addition to MPEG-2. These are AVC (also 
known as MPEG-4) and VC-1. Each standard has advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages. 

Getting it on-screen. Your HD videos are safe on 
your computer. Any modern Mac or Windows PC is ca¬ 
pable of displaying an HD picture. That’s fine for per¬ 
sonal viewing, but what happens when you want to 
show your creation to others? 

The trend nowadays is to have a large, thin, flat dis¬ 
play. An LCD or a plasma screen. A typical set is a 
106cm screen. The older ones have no TV tuner or only 



an analogue TV tuner, but the newer models have built- 
in digital TV tuners. 

So, these are all HD, right? Wrong. Even when the 
Weasel Words “HD Ready” are used, the screen is basi¬ 
cally just standard definition. For various reasons they 
give a much better picture than your old CRT TV, but 
they aren’t HD. As with your LCD Mac monitor, the most 
important specification is the Native resolution. That is, 
the actual number of pixels in the horizontal and verti¬ 
cal axes. Hint: if the vertical resolution is less than 1080, 
you won’t be able to see a 1080p image in all its glory. 

The jury is still out about spending the extra money 
to get a screen with full HD native resolution. Pioneer 
has just released a new range of 720 screens that appear 
to give pictures that are as good as the top 1080 screens 
on the market. It might be time to take your HD camera 
down to the local electronics store and tiy some screens. 
Take a packed lunch. 

Time to jump? Is it time to adopt this new technol¬ 
ogy? Not in this writer’s opinion. I’d say that it will be 
at least a year before you would want to buy any hard¬ 
ware. By all means spend the time shooting, editing and 
archiving your HD video. If you need to give your cre¬ 
ation to someone on a disk, use your DVD authoring 
software to convert and save your HD as SD. It will still 
look great. ^ 


Common Australian broadcast 


video standards 




Resolution 

Description 

Type 

Data rate 

Notes 

576i 

576 horizontal lines 

Interlaced 

5-7Mbps 

Standard SD 


interlaced x 720 



broadcast TV in 


active pixels 



Australia 

576p 

576 horizontal lines 

Progressive 

10-13Mbps 

Transmitted by 


progressive x 720 
active pixels 



SBS 

720p 

720 horizontal lines 

Progressive 

10-13Mbps 

Transmitted by 


progressive x 1280 
active pixels 



ABC and CH 7. 

1080i 

1080 horizontal lines 

Interlaced 

13-15Mbps 

Transmitted by 


interlaced x 1440 



most Australian 


active pixels 



TV stations 
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Fleur Doidge 
believes everyone 
has a story to tell. 


Insights into the Australian Mac community 


Phoenix from the ashes 


W HEN the smell of smoke 
drifted through Design- 
wyse’s Melbourne premises 
on 23 July, it was Jason, the 24-year- 
old son of managing director and 
founding proprietor Robert Kloester, 
who alerted the company to the possi¬ 
bility of fire. 

"It was a Monday, about 5:15pm,” 
recalls Rob Kloester. ‘Jason was 
working downstairs and he smelt 
something burning and I was 
upstairs.” The Kloesters began 
searching the building, up and down 
on every floor, eventually finding the 
storage area in flames. “They were all 
over the place; it was too far gone to 
put out.” 

The way Kloester tells it, the staff 
and family themselves narrowly 
escaped with their lives. Some people 
might not have wanted to persevere 
after such a catastrophe — some of 
the computers on site were so badly 
melted by the fierce heat as to make 
a complete mockery of the concept of 
business disaster recovery. 

Yet three months on finds Kloester 
rebuilding the 12-year-old business 
and not only thanking whatever gods 
there might be but using what he 
learned from circumstances of the fire 
to benefit his customers. “We were 
lucky that we had a very good insur¬ 
ance policy and were well-covered 
when we really needed it,” he said, 
adding that he works to ensure his 
clientele knows about the difference 
proper insurance can make, and 
that one shouldn’t underestimate the 
damage a fire can do so quickly. 

Sometimes he adds, wryly, that it’s 
pretty difficult to recover data from a 
computer or server that has become a 


puddle of liquid plastic. “But our stock 
was covered and also our relocation 
costs, and things like that,” he said. 

Kloester had insurance, and suf¬ 
ficiently generous it proved to be. 

All staff kept their jobs. Similarly, 
Designwyse’s suppliers, including 
Apple itself, were very supportive, call¬ 
ing up immediately after the fire, and 
all the way through to the eve of the 
reopening of the Designwyse store, 
in a completely new location with a 
bigger showroom. And the custom¬ 
ers — some of whom lost computers 
themselves in the fire — are only too 
happy to return. 

Historical ties. To find out what 
created this loyalty to one relatively 
small store serving, mainly, a spe¬ 
cialised customer base hailing from 
the creative, graphics and design 
sector, it might help to go back to the 
beginning. 

Kloester and his wife, Barbara, have 
been in business together 25 years 
— about as long as they’ve been 
together, in fact. “Around 24 years 
ago, we started selling computers, 
when they were first released. We sold 


the Dick Smith Electronics System 80, 
the first Apple ][e, and that was at first 
at Bob’s Computer Centre,” Kloester 
said. Bob’s Computer Centre became 
Designwyse in about 1989. 

“My brother’s in the advertising 
agency business. So we started sell¬ 
ing to the people who know and love 
Macs,” he said. “And we just offered 
good service and prices, and busi¬ 
ness has grown.” 

Key, he says, is to look after your 
customers. Sure, we’ve all heard that 
before but, nonetheless, when the 
soft-spoken Kloester says it, it seems 
to pack an extra punch. And there’s 
a real difference: Kloester tells his 
28-odd staff to think long term, that 
building a relationship with a cus¬ 
tomer is more important than focusing 
on sales. If your customers trust you 
to give good advice and support, he 
says, they’ll come back. And that’s 
worth more to any business in the 
long run than the one-off sale. 

In this mission he’s helped by his 
wife — who isn’t at all a computer 
fanatic — and the twins. Barbara 
is more focused on the marketing 
side of the business and assists as 


Hoyjnks 

www.designwyse.com.au 

Designwyse web site 

www.old-computers.com 

Apple lie, and other oldies but goodies 
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appropriate, juggling family responsi¬ 
bilities as well. When she was having 
the children, and busy with that side 
of things, she took time out from the 
business. But Robert is quick to point 
out that she helps whenever she can, 
in whatever capacity she can, accord¬ 
ing to circumstances. 

Sharon, Jason’s twin sister, has just 
graduated from teacher training but 
also helps out in the family business 
when she can. ‘Jason, he did some 
work on the technical side but now 
he’s in sales,” Kloester said. 


The family, working so closely to¬ 
gether, obviously get along extremely 
well. In many families, that might be 
considered very unusual — almost 
impossible. “I don’t know why we get 
along so well. It’s just a choice to get 
along really well. We’re best friends,” 
Kloester said. 

And when they’re not working, 

they socialise a lot. “We all love 
sitting around and watching a great 
movie together,” Kloester said. 

“All kinds. And we go outdoors, 
or shopping." 


That said, it’s been a long time since 
the family has done that, he says, 
due to the heavy workload — often 
16 hours a day for Kloester himself 

— imposed on the family by the fire. 
Because of that, at the moment, he 
finds it hard to remember the last 
movie they saw. “Until it’s all rebuilt, 
we’ve got to stick at it,” he said. 

So the last few months have meant 
mainly work, work, and then, just for 
variety, more work. By the time you 
read this, though, the new showroom 
will be open. Kloester is excited about 
the prospect of the new 1000 m2 to 
1500 m2 premises, which at press-time 
were just two or three weeks from 
opening. Designwyse expects to have 
a new service centre too, and Kloester 
plans to offer training to Designwyse 
customers in the coming year. 

Kloester admits it’s been hard. But 
his family and the loyalty of his cus¬ 
tomers have kept him going through 
the tough times. And IT isn’t an indus¬ 
try he would want to be away from 

— not now, and maybe not ever. It’s 
ever-changing. “It’s exciting,” Kloester 
says. “There’s always something dif¬ 
ferent coming up and happening.” ^ 
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S OME people find buying gifts easy. Without 
anguish or pause, they seem to know 
intuitively just what to get for everyone on 
their list. Most people aren’t like that. For them, 
matching gift to recipient can be like doing a jigsaw 
puzzle in the dark. 

We’re here to shed a little light on the problem. In 
the pages that follow, we’ve collected some of the 
year’s coolest Mac-compatible gadgets, in three 
broad categories: digital entertainment (speakers, 
headphones, and the coolest way to watch movies 
from your Mac), photography and video (including 
some of the hottest new camcorders and great 
accessories for digital photographers), and travel 
(from laptop bags and sleeves to iPhone adapters 
and headsets). Within each category, you’ll find gifts 
at various prices, making it that much easier to find 
the right gift at the right price for each recipient (even 
if the recipient is you). 

The result, we hope, will aid the shopping 
challenged — or at least give you some excellent 
ideas to slip onto your wish list. 
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Entertainment 

Speakers. You can’t wear headphones all the time, 
right? That’s why the electronics stores are crammed 
with iPod speakers. Among the new models worth check¬ 
ing out are the following: 

The iGroove SXT ($299 from PowerMove, www.pow- 
ermove.com.au), from Klipsch, gives you much of the 
same performance as the company’s standard iGroove 
desktop speaker system, but in a smaller package and 
for less money. Tweeters featuring Klipsch’s horn-loaded 
technology deliver the detail, and an automatic wake 
feature lets you use your iPod’s built-in alarm to nudge 
yourself out of bed. 

Want something more portable? Sonic Impact’s i-F3 
($275 from Decibel Hi Fi, www.decibelhifi.com.au) com¬ 
bines the rugged built-into-a-hard-case design of the 
company’s i-Fusion and i-F2 speaker systems, but adds 




I can’t believe it’s not 
a subwoofer 


There are two kinds of computer speakers: those 
that include a full, rich sound but fill your desk 
with bits and pieces, and those that are small and 
compact and virtually unlistenable. 

Bose has added a third category with its Comput¬ 
er MusicMonitor speakers ($499 from Bose deal¬ 
ers, www.bose.com.au). Using an innovative “dual 
internal opposing passive radiator” construction, 
the MusicMonitors overcome the physical barri¬ 
ers to producing powerful low notes from small 
devices, and at the same time virtually eliminate 
the vibration that can occur when small speakers 
are pushed to their limits. The package is rounded 
out by other Bose innova¬ 
tions such as neodym¬ 
ium transducers and 
proprietary switching 
algorithms (and some 
other jargon that no 
doubt gets speaker buffs 
really excited). 

Short version: they 
sound incredible for 

such small speak¬ 
ers. Forget the 
physics and listen to 
the sound. 

— Matthew JC. Powell 



a digital alarm clock and FM radio. The system sounds 
good for its size, includes a rechargeable battery, stands 
up to quite a bit of abuse, and can even store your iPod 
and earbuds inside the case. 

JBL’s On Air Control 2.4G ($599 from Convoy, www. 
convoy.com.au) combines an audio transmitter with a 
pair of compact, amplified, wireless speakers to let you 
listen anywhere in your house, regardless of the loca¬ 
tion of your audio source. You just connect the small 
transmitter to that source — via analogue cables or, in 
the case of a computer, USB - and turn on the speak¬ 
ers. You can also connect a second audio source (say, an 
iPod) directly to the speakers. A wireless remote lets you 
adjust volume and switch the input source without hav¬ 
ing to venture to the room with the transmitter. 

If you’re especially aesthetically minded - the kind of 
person who doesn’t even want to see speakers in a room 
- you’ll appreciate Soundolier’s Duo Wireless Speaker 
Lamp ($US300 plus shipping, www.soundolier.com). To 
casual observers, it looks like any other stylish floor lamp 
(and it does indeed light the room), but inside each lamp 
is an omnidirectional 5.25-inch speaker and a wireless 
receiver. Connect the system’s transmitter to your audio 
source, and you’ve got sound, up to 100m away, without 
traditional speakers cluttering up your room. If you have 
two Soundolier Duos, you can even use them as left and 
right speakers or as rear speakers in a surround-sound 
system. — Dan Frakes 



Headphones. If you really want to do your iPod jus¬ 
tice, you’ve got to ditch the earbuds that came with it 
and upgrade. 

Ultimate Ears’ triple.fi 10 Pro 
($549 from Headphonic, www. 
headphones.com.au), the 
company’s top univer¬ 
sal-fit, in-ear-canal 
model, is among the 
best that we’ve tested. 

Using three drivers in 
each ear, the triple.fi 
10 Pro provides sound 
quality that rivals that 
of the company’s much 
more expensive custom- 
made personal monitors, 
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EMP-DM1 


Sure, big-screen plasma and rear-projection TVs 
are great for watching movies. But to get your 
cinematic geek on, there’s nothing like a projector 
that blasts your favourite film theatre-size across 
the nearest white wall. Epson’s EMP-DM1 ($1199, 
www.epson.com.au) isn’t the only projector that’ll 
let you plug in a DVD player or Mac laptop to 
project your favourite movies, but it’s one of the 
smallest all-in-one projectors on the market. The 
DM1 includes its own DVD and CD player, two 
built-in speakers, offset lens shift for distortion- 
free images, Epson’s 3LCD technology for brilliant 
images and video, and a sleek white design. Oh, 
yeah, it’ll also do a dandy job in the conference 
room at work for those boring old presentations. 

— Dan Miller 
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in a design that fits any 
ear. The downside? 
You may need to rerip 
all of your CDs at a 
higher quality level. 

Noise-cancelling 
headphones are a 
great alternative for 
frequent travellers or people who 
spend their days in noisy environ¬ 
ments. The headset samples the noise 
around you and then produces an inverse audio signal 
that cancels out some of that sound, letting you enjoy 
your music at the same time. Audio Technica’s ATH- 
ANC7 ($449 from TAG, www.tag.com.au) is our current 
favourite among noise-cancelling models, thanks to 
its excellent noise isolation and reduction, solid build, 
long-term comfort, and great sound quality. 

iSkin’s Cerulean FI and TX (FI alone, $199, TX+RX 
$299 from Try and Byte, www.tryandbyte.com.au) let 
you listen to your iPod with no strings attached. The TX 
plugs into your iPod’s dock-connector port and sends 



audio, via Bluetooth, to the 
FI’s two earpieces, which 
are attached to each other 
by a short cable that wraps 
behind your head. You can 
even control iPod playback 
from the right earpiece. 

If you care about your ears, you 
should guard them by limiting your lis¬ 
tening volume and by protecting them 
when you’re in noisy environments. In¬ 
expensive earplugs work well for the latter situation, 
but they make everything sound muffled and distant. 
That’s why Etymotic’s Musicians Earplugs ($US150 to 
$US200 plus shipping and a trip to the audiologist to 
get moulds done; www.etymotic.com) make a great gift 
for any music lover. These plugs don’t come cheap - but 
they fit perfectly and reduce noise levels without af¬ 
fecting sound quality, so you can enjoy every note of a 
live concert without enduring ringing ears later. If cus¬ 
tom-made earplugs seem a little over-the-top, you can 
also get Etymotic’s well-regarded ER-20 earplugs from 
Headphonic, www.headphones.com.au. — Dan Frakes 



Audio 

Fatman iTube 

Audiophiles complain that compressed music 
sounds cold and thin. Many also swear that 
old-school valve amps deliver sound that’s 
warmer and fuller than what you get from today’s 
transistor-based hardware. Translate those two 
observations into a product, and you get TL 
Audio’s Fatman iTube amp and dock for iPods 
($899 without speakers or $1099 with a pair from 
Nexus, www.nexus.com.au). As the name implies, 
it’s a tube-based amp designed specifically for 
iPods. The iTube comes with a dock for your 
iPod and a squat, chrome-faced amplifier with 
three vacuum tubes proudly sprouting out of 
its top. You also get a 27-function remote control, 
and composite and S-Video outputs so that you 
can watch iPod-hosted videos on your TV. 

— Dan Miller 
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Photography and video 


Camera accessories. Today s superslim cameras 
are easy to take just about anywhere. But travelling with 
them can mean exposing them to lint, loose change, 
and other mysterious gunk that collects at the bottom of 
most backpacks and purses. Sure, you can enclose your 
camera in a case, but most of those are awfully chunky. 

Made Products’ Always-On Wrap-Up ($US20 plus ship¬ 
ping, www.goalwayson.com) isn’t chunky. It covers your 
camera’s sensitive controls in stretchy neoprene with¬ 
out adding bulk. Even better, you don’t have to worry 
about keeping track of the case as you use your camera; 
it screws right into your camera’s tripod mount. Simply 
unwrap it to grab your shot and then 
wrap it back up. 

Of course, getting the shot is just the 
beginning. The vast majority of digital 
photos never see the light of day, 
because making prints involves 
either figuring out your 
Mac’s printer controls 
or taking a trip to 
the photo shop. You 
can save yourself the 
hassle - and the pet¬ 
rol money - with Hewlett- 
Packard’s Photosmart A826 


Home Photo Center ($399 from 
Hewlett-Packard, www.hp.com. 
au), which brings the convenience 
of kiosk printing right to 
your home. Simply pop 
in your memory card and 
use the printer’s touch-sensi¬ 
tive screen to choose the photos you want to print - no 
computer required. The extra-large screen also makes it 
easy to remove red-eye, correct colours, apply borders 
and card designs, and even write captions. 


And if you’re looking for a great way to send 
photo prints to faraway relatives or friends, look 
no further than Photojojo’s Super Premium Mail- 
able Photo Frames ($US5 each plus shipping, 
www.photojojo.com). These sturdy cards come 
in five chic designs that match any decor. Sim¬ 
ply slide a 4x6-inch photo into the plastic 
sleeve, write your message on 
the inside, and then pop it in 
the mail. An attached ribbon 
turns the back of the card into a 
convenient stand. Kelly Turner 


Video 

Archos 605 WiFi 



Once you’ve shot your video, it’s always nice to 
have a portable way to show it. If you haven’t yet 
bought an iPod touch, take a look at the Archos 
605 WiFi (A range of sizes and prices available 
from Archos dealers, tinyurl.com/yrzrfy). This 
portable video player has a 4.3-inch 800x480-pixel 
screen; plays video in WMV, MPEG-4, MPEG-2, 
and H.264 formats; plays music in AAC, WMA, 
MP3, and WAV formats; displays photos in JPG, 
BMP, and PNG formats; and even displays PDFs. 
As its name implies, the device also has a built-in 
Wi-Fi connection, so you can stream your edited 
movies from your Mac to the player. — Dan Miller 


Camcorders and video accessories, choosing 

the right camcorder just got a bit trickier. With Apple’s 
Final Cut Pro 6.0.1 and iMovie ’08, Macs can support 
camcorders that use hard-disk drives or flash-based 
storage instead of tape. That means Mac users have a lot 
more camcorders to choose from. More options are al¬ 
ways nice, right? Maybe so, but they can also be confus¬ 
ing. To make choosing a camcorder simple, think about 
your budget and the kinds of videos you shoot. 

Serious, tech-sawy videographers will love the Can¬ 
on HG10 ($2199, www.canon.com.au). It’s Canon’s first 
hard-disk camcorder to use AVCHD (Advanced Video 
Codec High Definition) technology, which captures and 
stores full 1080i high definition video. Bonus features 
include instant autofocus, a 2.7-inch multi-angle wide¬ 
screen LCD, and a 24p cinema mode. This camcorder not 
only eliminates the need to buy tape, but also brings 
an end to the days of constant rewinding and 
fast-forwarding. 

If the HG10 seems at¬ 
tractive, you should also 
consider Panasonic’s 
AVCHD camcorder, the 
HDC-SD1 ($2419, www. 
panasonic.com.au). With 
three CCDs, the HDC-SD1 is 
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ElgatoEyeTVfor DTT 

Watch, record, pause and rewind live HD Digital TV on 

your Mac. Includes EyeTV 2 with easy 

export to Apple TV or iPod. f$l 39| 


Elgato Eye TV Diversity 

The HD Digital TV stick for Mac that includes two' 
Tuners! Use them together for improved reception or 
separately to watch/record two different stations at 
once. With EyeTV 2 included you can 
easily export to Apple TV or iPod. | $279 











See our other ad on pages 8&9 
for more great gift ideas! 



PMX 70 Sport Earphones 

The rugged Sennneiser PMX 70 neckband headphones fit 
comfortably behind the neck. The moisture-resistant 
construction makes these headphones the ideal sports 
companion. All materials used are extremely robust, 
long-lived and also sweat and water resistant. Powerful 
neodymium magnets ensure a brilliant and detailed sound. 


CX400 Noise-Isolating Earphones 

The CX 400 are high quality, noise-isolating ear-canal-headphones 
with powerful, bass-driven stereo sound for listening on the go^ 
They feature a short cable, perfect for use with mobile phones ( 
or MP3 player with a remote-control and/or microphone. 

With the included 1M extension cable the CX 400 can also be 
used with a player carried in your pocket. 


CX 500 Noise-Isolating Earphones 

The CX 500 are high quality, noise-isolating ear-canal-headphones 
with a superior, bass-driven stereo sound. They feature a 
volume control integrated in the cable and come with a 
new, unique type of ear adapter for an improved fit and 
even better passive noise attenuation. 
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Stylus Photo R390 Printer 

The printer of choice for fast, ultra high definition photo 

printing anyone can enjoy. It combines economical 

Intellidge individual ink cartridges, a large LCD viewer, 

multi-format card reader, PictBridge connectivity, 

CD/DVD printing, as well as advanced 

light and ozone resistant Claria 

photographic ink. |$259 I 




Stylus CX8300 Multifunction 

A quality multifunction printer offering versatile 
functionality and ease of use for home or small office 
users. It combines economical Intellidge individual ink 
cartridges, high resolution printing, a 


2.5" LCD viewer and the versatility of 


scanning & copying capabilities. 

l$T85l 


Stylus Photo RX690 Printer 


The premium performance multifunction solution 
for super fast, high quality printing, scanning and 
copying. Combining economical Intellidge individual 
ink cartridges, a large LCD viewer, PictBridge, 1200 
dpi scanner, advanced Epson Claria ink, with the 
convenience of dual paper trays and 
optional duplex printing flexibility. [$ 375 | 


. Purchase a full set of Genuine Epson inks at the same time and get even more Cash Backif 
I See in-store or online for even more hot Epson Cash-Back offers! 

t Cash-back via online redemption with Epson Australia. Must be purchased before January 13 2008. 

Additional cash-back available when additional compatible Epson inks purchased on the same invoice as the printer or MFU. See online or in-store for full terms and conditions. 


Ph: (03) 9818 2100 826 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn Victoria 

Streetwise and the Streetwise Logo are registered trademarks of Streetwise Software Pty. Ltd. Mac and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 

Prices and specifications correct 7/11/07, but may be subject to change without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. 




































































Web cameras 

QuickCam Pros 

Shortly after Apple started building iSight cameras 
into many of its computers, the company stopped 
selling the stand-alone iSight video camera. If you 
have an older Mac and want a camera for video 
chats and other impromptu filming, Logitech’s 
QuickCam Pro for Notebooks and QuickCam Pro 
9000 ($150 each, www.logitech.com) can help. 
They’ve got Carl Zeiss optics, a 2-megapixel sen¬ 
sor, and autofocus (so you don’t have to move 
back and forth trying to make yourself look less 
fuzzy), and they clip neatly above your laptop’s 
screen. The devices’ included software doesn’t 
work with Macs, but the hardware itself is compat¬ 
ible with OS X 10.4 and later, as well as with iChat 
and other Apple programs. — Dan Miller 



designed to reproduce colours very accurately, even in 
low light. The main difference between the HDC-SD1 
and the HG10 is that the HDC-SD1 doesn’t use a hard 
disk. Instead, it stores video and images on SD or SDHC 
cards. Therefore, the HDC-SD1 is not only small, but 
also weighs less than 500g. It’s a great tool for making 
casual home videos and the occasional YouTube short. 

The HDC-SD1 is small, but the Sanyo 
Xacti VPC-CA65 ($800, www.san- 
yo.com.au) is as small as cam¬ 
corders get. This standard defi¬ 
nition, miniature camcorder 
doubles as a 6.37-megapixel 
digital camera and fits in 
your pocket. You won’t 
need tapes, either, because 
the VPC-CA65 stores its 
files on inexpensive SD 
or SDHC memory 
cards. The VPC- 




CA65’s decent picture 
quality and super¬ 
compact size make 
it good for begin¬ 
ners looking to im¬ 
mortalise their va¬ 
cations. As a bonus, 
it’s splash-resistant, 
so poolside videos 
needn’t be a worry. 

Sharing the handgun- 
style form factor of the CA-65, 
the Xacti HD-1000 ($1299) is Sanyo’s 
entry to the HD camcorder stakes. It records 
H.264 video at full 1080i resolution onto SD or SDHC 
memory cards and includes HDMI output. It can also 
take 4-megapixal stills -but keep it away from water. 

Despite the new Mac compatibility of tapeless cam¬ 
corders, some buyers would rather wait before jumping 
on a new technology. Not to worry: tape-based MiniDV 
just keeps getting better. Die-hard tape fans should find 
plenty to like in the Canon HV20 ($1799, www.canon. 
com.au). Equipped with a lOx optical zoom lens and a 
2.96-megapixel CMOS (complementary metal oxide semi¬ 
conductor) image sensor, this consumer-level HD MiniDV 
camcorder is widely regarded as the best of its kind. The 
HV20 captures stellar video in both low-light and nor¬ 
mal-light conditions (especially when you turn on its 24p 
cinema mode). If you don’t have an HD display, the HV20 
gives you the option to shoot in standard definition, so 
your good old telly won’t go to waste. Whether you’re 
just shooting home videos or you have serious cinematic 
aspirations, the HV20’s ease of use and excellent video 
quality will make you happy you tried it. 

Even great camcorders may leave something to be de¬ 
sired when it comes to recording sound. Filmmakers and 
YouTube stars alike know that the microphones built 
into most camcorders just aren’t good enough. 

Australia’s own Rode Microphones offers a speedy, af¬ 
fordable solution with its VideoMic ($210 from Rode, 
www.rodemic.com). Lightweight and powered by a 9- 
volt battery, this shotgun mike can slide onto any cam¬ 
corder that has a standard camera-shoe fitting and can 
plug directly into a stereo minijack. For its price, the 
VideoMic delivers about as close to 
professional audio as you can 
get. — Brian Chen 
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Travel 




Bags. For the environmentally responsible mobile Mac 
user with panache, Monsoon makes a line of colour¬ 
ful laptop bags and totes made out of recycled 
plastic trash (which has been collected, 
the company says, by scavengers in In¬ 
donesia). The Laptop Bag ($US90 plus 
shipping, www.themonsoongroup.com) is 
trimmer and lighter than most, though with 
plenty of padding and pockets for your stuff. 
The Tough As Nails Tote ($US45 plus shipping) 
isn’t specifically designed to carry a laptop, but it’s 
big enough to hold pretty much anything. 

If you don’t require a full-fledged bag but still want to 
be environmentally correct, check out TightJacket laptop 
sleeves ($US25 plus shipping, www.tightjacket.com) in 
faux tiger fur and other unusual prints. Like any sleeves, 
these will protect your laptop from scratches and from 
inadvertently opening in your shoulder bag, but they 
don’t have any padding. The green angle? The company 
makes its sleeves out of unused bolts of spandex (most 
of which it buys from swimsuit manufacturers), 
which would otherwise end up in a landfill. 
One by-product of TightJacket’s unorthodox 
sourcing strategy is that many of its sleeves 
are unique. 

There are, of course, plenty of new 
bags in a more traditional mould. 
Logitech’s Kinetik 15.4 Backpack and 
Kinetik 15.4 Briefcase ($150 each, www.logi- 
tech.com) are great for anyone who travels rough. The 
laptop cases have hard outer shells and padded inner 



Search and rescue 

Spot 

If you or somebody you care about is heading off 
to the wilderness, you should know about Spot 
($US150 plus service fees; www.findmespot.com). 
It’s a satellite-based emergency beacon that lets 
you send emergency requests to 000, or messag¬ 
es to family and friends to let them know you’re 
OK, from almost anywhere on the planet. It also 
lets family members (or whomever you want) 
track your whereabouts via Google Maps. 

Spot is smaller than traditional emergency 
beacons, and it’s less expensive to boot. An 
Australian distributor is being sought, but 
the product works fine when imported from 
the USA. — Dan Miller 



Security 

zReturn 

The road is the riskiest place to take your elec¬ 
tronics, which is why zReturn (www.zreturn.com) 
has come up with its lost-and-found system for 
gadgets. You affix a zReturn tag to each of your 
mobile devices, and then register those tags 
online; six tags cost $US13. Whoever finds the 
missing item can log into the zReturn web site and 
send you an anonymous message that he or she 
has found your goods. You can then arrange for 
their return, —dan miller 


sleeves that cradle your MacBook, they sport plenty of 
internal pockets, and they come in both briefcase and 
backpack forms. 

If you’re tired of the wimpy shoulder strap that came 
with your laptop bag, you could solve the problem with 
the Skooba Superbungee Strap ($24 from Sun Studios 
Australia, sunstudiosaustralia.com), from Skooba De¬ 
signs. It’s a heavy-duty replacement strap with a ring of 
bungee cord built into the shoulder pad; that cord acts 
as a shock absorber. The back of the pad is covered with 
air-filled cells to soften the load even more. The strap is 
available in five colour combinations and adjusts to fit 
pretty much anyone. — Dan Miller 

Power Supplies. If you travel with your Mac, iPod, or 
any other electronic gizmo, you know that keeping the 
batteries charged can be tough. 

Tekkeon’s MyPower Go ($28 from Expansys, www.ex- 
pansys.com.au) lets you take one charger for 
all your mobile gadgets. It has seven adapter 
tips that’ll let you charge iPhones, iPods, 
BlackBerries, and mobile phones from LG, 

Motorola, Samsung, and Sony Ericsson. 

In the building-a-better-mousetrap cat¬ 
egory, there’s DLO’s Power Bug for iPod 
($25 from iWorld Australia, www.dlo.com). 

Of course, Apple sells its own wall charger 
for the iPod, but the Power Bug for iPod is 
cheaper and smaller than Apple’s iPod char¬ 
ger, and it has a status light that glows green 
or red to indicate power status. — Dan Miller 
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EA Launches Some of its 
Hottest Games on Mac 
for Christmas. 



Available Now. 


EA" games on Mac" are available from the Apple Store store.apple.com.au and your local Apple Resellui. 

For store locations visit... apple.com/au/buy 

For reseller enquiries call Try & Byte on 02 9906-5227 
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Harry Potter Publishing Rights © JKR. 
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Martin Levins 
likes empowering 
people to create 
using computing 
technologies 


Parenting 

T HE protection of children 
on the internet has been a 
regular feature in many media 
for some time now and it’s been 
capped off recently with the Federal 
government offer of an internet filter 
for free (for three years) to every 
Australian family. 

As educators, we are “in loco 
parentis” and have to look at the 
protection of our students in the same 
way as their real parents would. It’s 
tempting to think that banning some 
sites, will fulfil our responsibilities. 

This is naive, to say the least. Still, 
we always look for a magic bullet, 
one that will mean that we can click a 
button and we’re “safe” — but it’s a 
complicated business. 

First, let’s ask what it is that we 
are trying to protect people against? 
This question may seem banal, but 
one man’s fish is another’s poisson 
— schools, parents and teachers will 
have differing expectations as to what 
is acceptable at what age and in what 
circumstances. 

For example, the use of language 
that encourages the viewer to “make 
love elsewhere” will be considered 
inappropriate by many. We can 
resolve this by filtering the ABC web 
site because some vodcasts are 
liberal with the lip. But how can the 
computer discriminate between “The 
Chaser” (where language is rife), and 
"The Cook and the Chef" (where it 
isn’t — except when the gravy goes 
lumpy)? 

So here comes some jargon, watch 
the step. 

Hoignks 

www.google.com/trends 

How our searching patterns have changed (and remained the same) 
over the years. 

netalert.gov.au 

The Australian Government website where advice and free (for the first 
3 years only) internet content filters can be accessed. 

www.multiproxy.org 

A description of how anonmysing proxies work to bypass parental or 
institutional protection measures 




When a user sends a request for www. 
abc.net.au the computer interprets 
this as “make a TCP connection on 
port 80 to the machine at IP address 
202.6.74.88” (a Domain Name Server 
somewhere will have already con¬ 
verted the human readable “www.abc. 
net.au” to the numerical address). 

We could restrict the browser to 
contact specific, tested web sites 
only (a "whitelist”), which would be a 
fairly limiting experience, so let’s use 
a “blacklist” to block the offending 
address (or URL), using a URL filter. 
Good idea — until you realise that this 
can easily be bypassed. Requesting 
202.6.74.88 instead can foil the block 
on www.abc.net.au. Therefore, we 
have to block both the name and its 
IP address. 

However, if I use a third-party web 
site to fetch the inappropriate web 
site on my behalf (an anonymising 
proxy — see “Hotlinks”), then the filter 
doesn’t get to see the banned URL at 
all: it only sees the proxy. 

Maybe it’s a better idea to ignore 
the address and look at the content 
of the page. "SafeEyes", the latest 
Mac-compatible utility from the Feds’ 
NetAlert program, will do this — but it 
too can be foiled. 

If my computer can connect using 
encryption, then the content cannot 
be analysed. If I convince my machine 
to use port 80 instead of the normal 
443 for encryption, then I bypass any 


firewall blocks on encrypted channels. 
Again reasonably easy to do — there 
are recipes on the web! 

"Parental Controls” — installed on 
the client as part of the operating 
system — are another example of a 
content filter. Leopard and Vista both 
have this functionality and, because 
the filter is part of the operating sys¬ 
tem, we would hope that it would work 
smoothly with any form of browsing. 
That being said, it’s already known 
that Firefox currently ignores the 
parental protection in Vista. 

Whilst parental controls in Tiger 
were fairly rudimentary (essentially a 
whitelist), Leopard takes another road. 

Leopard’s controls are content- 
based but, at the time of writing, 
it’s not clear how often they will be 
updated. 

Unlike the Vista version of parental 
controls, Leopard’s controls work with 
any browser. Leopard can also control 
total hours browsing, use of iChat 
and Mail, can be remotely controlled 
from a “parent” computer or from 
Workgroup Manager, and parents or 
administrators can look for attempts 
to contact “banned” sites even if the 
History is disabled or cleared in the 
browser. 

Filtration is fine, but there is no sub¬ 
stitute for supervision, even if that just 
means noticing that the laptop lid gets 
closed very quickly on your approach. 
It’s criminal to do the Pontius Pilate 
thing — apply a filter and think that 
the problem is solved — or deny our 
kids access altogether because it’s 
too dangerous. 

We don’t stop driving cars just be¬ 
cause they haven’t got an airbag. We 
need to educate to overcome tabloid 
paranoia. Just like we teach kids to 
cross the road safely, we should teach 
them to negotiate the web safely 

Knowledge is still the best filter and 
it’s free forever. ^ 
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New iPod Touch Cases 


GizwoS k 

Your Portable Solutions Partner 




New iPod Classic Cases 




New iPod 3G Nano Cases 

For more information visit Wip6izMoS.cOM 


For stockists and all enquiries phone | 03 9551 8760 

web | hipgizmos.com email | sales@hipgizmos.com fax | 03 9551 8765 
































3 Ter a Bytes of Storage 

2 Superior NAS Products. 
A Innovative Company. 


TeraStation PRO II TeraStation LIVE 


Professional Grade 


Multimedia Server 



Welcome to 
TERASTATION 


Welcome to 
TERASTATION 


BUFFALO 
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www.takecontrolbooks.com/leopard-upgrading.html 

Macworld contributor Joe Kissell’s comprehensive guide to 
preparing your computer to make the leap, only $US10 



Upgrade to Leopard 

Taking the fear out of moving to the latest Mac OS X 



M OST of us face the prospect 
of upgrading our operating 
systems with a mixture of 
excitement and dread. True, a new OS 
brings cool new ways to work, but that 
doesn’t change the fact that when you 
install a major version of OS X you’re 
essentially gutting your Mac and 
replacing its virtual insides. 

Luckily, Apple’s improved the 
upgrade experience with each new 
cat, making the process much less 
daunting — but despite the Installer’s 
useful guidance, there are things it 
doesn’t tell you, and places where its 
help falls short. 

What you need. Before you get 
started, the two most important things 
you need are a compatible Mac and 
a complete backup of all your data. 
Leopard requires a Mac with an Intel 
or PowerPC G4 or G5 processor; a 
DVD drive; built-in FireWire; at least 
512MB RAM; and at least 7GB of 
free hard-disk space. (I recommend 
at least 1GB RAM and 10 to 15GB of 
free disk space.) 

To protect yourself from mishaps, 

I recommend you clone your hard 
drive instead of just backing up data 


piecemeal. You can create a clone 
— a complete, identical copy of your 
Mac’s hard drive — using a utility 
such as Shirt Pocket’s SuperDuper, 
Bombich Software’s Carbon Copy 
Cloner, or even OS X’s own Disk Util¬ 
ity. If anything should go wrong with 
the upgrade, you can start up from 
the clone, restore it back to your main 
hard drive, and be back where you 
started with nothing lost but time. 

Before you begin. Before start- 
ing the installation process, here are a 
few steps you should take: 

• Double-check your backup. Make 
sure you can boot from it by actu¬ 
ally restarting your Mac using the 
backup as the startup drive. 

• Check vendor web sites to see if 
the software programs you use the 
most are compatible with Leopard 
— this includes Login Items (in 
the Accounts preference pane), 
third-party preference panes, and 
third-party system add-ons. If new 
versions are available, download 
those and keep them handy for 
installation after the upgrade. (You 
can install them before upgrading 
to Leopard, although some may 


require re-installation afterwards.) At 
time of writing, unresolved compat¬ 
ibility issues were noted with some 
Adobe applications and non-US 
English versions of FileMaker Pro. 

• Decide which installation method 
you want to use. 

• Verify and, if necessary, repair your 
hard drive using Disk Utility. You can 
access this tool from the Welcome 
screen of the Mac OS X Installer 

— choose Utilities -> Disk Utility. 
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The installation process. 

The actual installation procedure is 
straightforward. Just follow along 
as the Installer walks you through 
the steps. However, don’t miss a 
couple opportunities to customise the 
process. 

Select a destination. After selecting 
onto which drive you want to install 
Leopard, click on Options. This is 
where you choose your installation 
method — Upgrade, Archive and 
Install, or Erase and Install. 

Pick what not to install. Click on 
Customize. Here you can opt not to 
install several items in order to save 
hard drive space. Select any item in 
the Package Name list to view 
information about that item at the 
bottom of the window. When you’re 
finished, click on Done. Here are 
some likely things you might skip: 

• Printer drivers. Click on the 
expansion triangle to deselect 
drivers you don’t want to install. 

You can uncheck all but the brand 
of your own printer (or printers) to 
save several gigabytes of space. 


However, if you’re installing Leopard 
on a laptop, having all these drivers 
is useful if you ever need to use 
another printer on the road. 

• Additional fonts. If you don’t need 
the listed fonts, deselect this item. 

• Language translations. If you don’t 
need to run Mac OS X in non- 
English languages, deselect this 
item. Alternatively, expand the item 
and deselect particular languages. 

•XII. This option allows you to use 
software that requires the X11 Unix 
windowing system. Given that it 
takes up only 100MB or so, I’d say 
it’s worth installing. In the future, 
if you find a cool program that 
requires X11, you’ll be able to run 
it without digging out your OS X 
Installation disc. 

Click on Install on the Install 
Summary screen and the installation 
will begin. The process can take a 
while, especially the step when the 
Installer checks the Installation DVD. 

(If you’ve previously installed Leopard 
using this same disc, so you know it’s 
error-free, you can click on Skip to 


bypass this step.) When the 
installation process is finished and 
your Mac restarts in Leopard, you’ll 
see either the full-length, full-screen 
Setup Assistant (if you did an Erase 
And Install) or a shorter registration 
version. 

After you’re done, if you per 

formed an Archive And Install with 
the option to preserve user accounts 
and network settings, you should be 
up and running mostly where you left 
off the last time you used your Mac 
pre-Leopard. If you chose not to 
preserve users and network settings, 
or if you used the Erase and Install 
option, the Setup Assistant will give 
you the opportunity to transfer over 
files from another Mac, another 
drive on the current Mac, or a backup 
volume. You can choose to transfer 
user accounts, network and other 
settings, applications, and other 
non-system data. 

In either case, you’ll want to check 
your favourite programs to see if 
they’re working properly. You may 


STM Query H 
of the month 

Sling your SlingBox 






Hotgnks 

www.srmgcommunity.com 

SlingBox users’ com- 


Would it be possible 
for me (with my iiNet 
ADSL2+ plan) to 
receive European TV 
content if a SlingBox 
was installed at a 
location in a Euro¬ 
pean country (eg 
Germany)? 

Walter Haenel 
Perth , WA 


The short answer to 
your question, Walter, is 
“Yes" — however, the devil 
is in the detail. 


The issues you’ll need to address are 

as follows: 

• The SlingBox in Germany should 
have a static local IP address 
assigned (one outside its router’s 
DHCP range), or a static DHCP as¬ 
signment within the router’s DHCP 
range. I’ve seen mention that the 
SlingBox requires an IP address in 
the 192.168.x.x range, so reconfigu¬ 
ration of the router’s LAN settings 
may be required as some manu¬ 
facturers (including Apple) use 
different default ranges. 

• The router in Germany will need to 
forward port 5001 to the SlingBox’s 
local IP address. 

• You’ll need some way to know the 
router’s external IP address — 
either get a static IP address from 


the ISP in Germany, or use a router 
which has a Dynamic DNS client 
built in so you can use the domain 
name you’ve assigned for the router 
as your connection address. 

• You’ll want an internet plan in 
Germany which has an adequate 
upload speed for serving the video. 
The upload speed is the second 
number quoted in speed speci¬ 
fications — so a 1512/256 ADSL 
plan has a 256 kilobit per second 
(kbps) upload speed. I’ve seen 
references to 768kbps as delivering 
good streaming speeds, but the 
higher this number, the higher your 
monthly bills (unless Germany’s 
more enlightened in these matters 
than Australia). 

• With the above, anyone could use 
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need to re-enter registration or serial 
numbers for some. Other programs 
may require re-installation (especially 
those that install files in the /Library 
or/System/Library folders). Also keep 
an eye out for misbehaving programs 
that don’t work well with Leopard; 

No files left behind, if you used 
the Archive and Install method, I 
recommend that you navigate to the 
/Previous Systems/Previous System 
1 folder and browse through the 
subfolders inside to make sure all 
your files were moved properly. (If 
you’ve performed multiple Archive 
and Install installations, you may have 
Previous System 1, Previous System 
2, and so on; you want to browse 
the newest one.) For example, if you 
used the Archive and Install op¬ 
tion to preserve user accounts, the 
files inside the Shared user folder 
(/Previous Systems/Previous System 
1/Users/Shared) don’t get moved. 
You’ll likely want to copy them to the 
new /Users/Shared folder. (If you use 
the Setup Assistant to transfer files, 


the Shared folder’s contents do get 
transferred.) 

Also check inside the Library folder 
in Previous System 1, paying special 
attention to the contents of Contextual 
Menu Items and QuickTime. If there 
are files in the Library folder that are 
required by programs you use, or 
third-party system add-ons that you 
want to continue using, you may 
want to transfer them manually to 
the same location in the current 
/Library folder. However, first make 
sure that the software is compatible 
with Leopard. (It may be easier to 
simply re-install this software in order 
to ensure you have all the necessary 
support files.) 

Back to work. With any luck, this 
entire process should take only a few 
hours, which isn’t bad for something 
you need to do only once every 
couple years. And with these tips and 
suggestions, you should be back up 
and running, enjoying Leopard’s new 
features, with minimal growing pains. 
— Dan Frakes 



the SlingBox to grab video — you 
could configure the German router 
to only allow connections from your 
IP address, but to do this you’d 
want a static IP address from iiNet 
here in Australia. Alternatively, you 
could get a VPN-capable router 
and try and get it working with the 
Mac here, but that can be a bit of 
a minefield as far as getting the 
settings right. 

* If you’re on a usage-based or 
usage-limited plan here or in Ger¬ 
many, you may well hit your limits 
quicker than you’d like — it’s hard 
to quantify until you start doing it. 
You’ll probably find lots more info at 
the Sling Community web site (see 
"Hotlinks”), which has lots of info 
and forums — it appears from that 


site that many people are doing 
just what you’re interested in do¬ 
ing. — Sean McNamara 

Each month, STM (02 8338 0222) 
gives an Evolution backpack valued 
at $150 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who sends in the 
most intriguing query. 

Evolution is the next level in 
laptop protection, presented in a 
comfortable, easy to use backpack 
large enough to accommodate a 
15-inch laptop. 

Send your query to matthew.pow- 
ell@niche.com.au. Include your full 
mailing address to be eligible to win 
the Evolution backpack. All queries 
and solutions are the sole property 
of Niche Medial 



Not ready to 
upgrade to 
Leopard 
immediately? 

You can still 
keep your 
desktop clean 
from downloaded 
files and have them 
placed automatically 
in your dock. Create a 
new folder (preferably 
not on your desktop), 
name it something ap¬ 
propriate like “Downloads” 
and drag it into your Dock to 
create an alias. 

In Safari or your default 
browser, go to Preferences and 
choose the new folder you cre¬ 
ated as your “Save downloaded 
files to” folder. 

Then whenever you download 
something it will go straight into 
your preferred folder, which is 
only a click away in the Dock. It 
will also appear in the contex¬ 
tual menu if you control-click 
or right-click an image in your 
browser. 

Rachel Pala 
Preston, Victoria 


Each month, Microsoft gives a free 
Notebook Optical Mouse valued 
at $70 to the Australian Macworld 
reader who submits the best tip. 
Sized for mobility and designed to 
be noticed, Microsoft Notebook 
Optical Mouse 3000 offers great 
comfort for either hand and is 
always good to go. E-mail your tip, 
together with your name, address 
and phone number, to matthew. 
powell @niche.com.au All reader 
tips published become the sole 
property of Niche Media. 
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Decode your installation options 

Picking the right installation saves time — and pain 


T’S easy to miss the Mac OS X 
installer screen’s Options item A. 
Clicking on this small button reveals 
several significant choices for how OS 
X gets installed on your Mac. Here’s 
what each method does. 

Upgrade Mac OS X. This option 
keeps your older version of Mac OS 
X, but installs new versions of any 
files that have changed between the 
older version and Leopard. Although 
in theory this should be safe for 
everyone, third-party system add-ons, 
as well as damaged system files that 
aren’t replaced, can cause problems. 

I recommend it only for brand-new 
Macs being upgraded from Tiger to 
Leopard out-of-the-box. For most us¬ 
ers, I recommend Archive and Install 
(or Erase and Install, restoring your 
data from a full backup using Setup 
Assistant). 

Archive and Install. This method 
installs a complete, new version of 
Leopard, using none of your older OS 
installation files. However, it keeps 
all of your older system files on your 
hard drive — in a folder called Previ¬ 
ous System 1 (or 2 or 3, depending 
on how many Archive and Install 


Select a Destination 




Hotljnks 

www.apple.com/au/macosx 

Home of big cats 

www.apple.com/support/leopard/install/ 

Help with most of the problems you might encounter 


installations you’ve done) —just in 
case you need any of those files. 

This method avoids many problems 
because the contents of your old Sys¬ 
tem folder, including some third-party 
system add-ons, are archived in the 
Previous System folder. I recommend 
choosing the option to Preserve Us¬ 
ers And Network Settings, because 
this retains your existing user ac¬ 
counts and all user data in Leopard. 
(Note that the Archive and Install 
option requires much more hard-drive 
space than an Upgrade install. It 
may also require a bit of manual file 
transferring.) 

Erase and Install. This method 
actually erases your entire hard drive 

— deleting all your data, as well 

— and installs Leopard. (It should go 
without saying that you must have a 
backup of your data to use this op¬ 
tion.) This is useful if your current OS X 
installation has been having problems, 
as it guarantees that any disc or file 
corruption is eliminated. (Choose the 
option to Format Disk As Mac OS Ex¬ 
tended [Journaled].) However, unless 
you really want to start from scratch, 


after the installation you’ll need to 
either recreate your user accounts in 
Leopard and restore your data from a 
backup, or use OS X’s Setup Assistant 
to transfer those accounts and data 
over from another computer or from 
a full backup. (This latter procedure 
nearly replicates an Archive and Install 
with the Preserve Users and Network 
Settings option — but with the added 
bonus of a new, clean hard drive.) 

Install Mac OS X. You’ll see this 
option — instead of Upgrade Mac OS 
X — only if you choose a volume that 
doesn’t already have an upgradeable 
version of Mac OS X installed. In that 
case, Install Mac OS X and Erase 
and Install will be your only choices. 

(If you received your copy of Leopard 
through the Mac OS X Up-To-Date 
program — for people who purchased 
a Mac that shipped with Tiger after 
the date of leopard’s release was an¬ 
nounced — your disc will install only 
onto a drive that already has Tiger 
installed. You’ll get the same installa¬ 
tion options except for this one — you 
won’t be able to install Leopard on a 
non-Tiger drive.) — Dan Frakes 


Install Summary 

Mac OS X will be installed on the “Macintosh HD" volume. 



To begin installing Mac OS X. click Install. 

To change your installation settings, click Customize. 

Your computer will restart after the Installation is complete. 


( Customize ) ( Co Back ) ( Install ) 
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New to the Mac? Start here 

Find your way around 




The Mac OS has had a hierarchi¬ 
cal model of file and folder storage 
since its original version, although 
the navigation of this hierarchy in 
earlier OS versions was relatively 
limited to opening folders and sub¬ 
folders by double clicking on them 

— it wasn’t possible to examine 
more than one level of the hierarchy 
in a single window. 

As the OS matured, Apple 
introduced “disclosure triangles” in 
System 7 in 1990 — these triangu¬ 
lar controls in list views allows the 
user to see the contents of a sub¬ 
folder without opening a separate 
window A. Unexpanded folders are 
indicated with a triangle pointing to 
the right, expanded folders are indi¬ 
cated with a triangle pointing down. 
Contents of folders are indented 
from the horizontal position of the 
folder they’re in. 

Sub-sub-folders can also then 
be expanded in the same way B 

— this can continue on until the 
whole hierarchy has been revealed 
in one window C. The state of a 
disclosure triangle is persistent — if 
you expand a sub-folder, close its 
parent without closing the sub-fold¬ 
er, then re-expand the parent, the 
sub-folder will still be expanded. 
This allows you to have sub-folders 
readily expanded without the list 

0O0 Navigation 


view always being too full. 

The operation of disclosure 
triangles has remained the 
same in Leopard D. 

Windows has very similar 
functionality within the 
Explore function — the hier¬ 
archy is shown in the left pane of the 
window, the contents of the current 
folder in the right pane of the window 
and the triangles are replaced with 
a " + ” for unexpanded folders and a 
for expanded folders (signifying 
more and less information available, 
respectively). 

For the masochists amongst us, 
full expansion can be done manually 
— just keep clicking away at those 
disclosure triangles until they’re all 
pointing down and examine the full 
contents of your hierarchy. For the rest 
of us, option-click on the disclosure 
triangle of the folder you want fully 
expanded — the end result is the 
same as manually clicking on all of 
the triangles. This is not a permanent 
state change for the sub-folders’ 
disclosure triangles — if you click on 
the disclosure triangle you option- 
clicked on a minute ago, then just 
click on it normally, only those which 
had previously been clicked 
on without the option key 
will still be expanded as per 
normal operation. 

Flaving the folder 
hierarchy expanded 
in this way is great 
for finding items that 
have been diligently 
categorised in different 
sub-folders, or for 
moving items between 


different members of the hierarchy. 
In our sample folder, it would be 
quite easy to move the text file in 
the folder called "Level 1.1.1 ” to 
any other folder in the hierarchy, 
no matter how “far removed” the 
receiving folder is. 

List views with expanded dis¬ 
closure triangles aren’t the only 
way to navigate folder hierarchies 
in the Mac OS these days. Mac 
OS X inherited NeXT’s column 
view, which allows many levels 
of the hierarchy to be viewed in 
a less vertically demanding way 
E — however, column view can’t 
show the contents of “siblings"; it 
only shows the contents of direct 
line ancestors and descendants. 
Despite this limitation, column view 
is still a very useful tool for navigat¬ 
ing folder hierarchies. 

Next month, we’ll be looking 
at the basics of firewalls. — Sean 
McNamara 


|[TT](1IW)[57) q 




AMW December 07 063 ◄ 
























































Hot|nks 

semaja2.net/insomniaxinfo 

www.alxsoft.com/mac/sleepless.html 

Prod your Mac with a stick 

Stop a MacBook from 
sleeping 

I’m just wondering if there is an option to stop my 
MacBook from sleeping when the lid is closed. I 
love using Macs but am missing this feature from a 
Windows laptop. 

Paul Richardson 
via internet 

There are a couple of software solutions available for 
you, Paul. You could use external monitors, keyboards 
and/or mice to achieve similar things with hardware, 
but I’m assuming you don’t want to drag these around 
with your computer when you close the lid. 

The two software solutions are InsomniaX and 
SleepLess (see “Hotlinks” for both). 

Just be aware that operating in this mode may affect 
the ability of your laptop to properly counteract heat 
issues, so it’s not something you’d necessarily want 
activated full-time. Both programs have extensive 
warning in their installation process about heat issues. 
Some reports place the increased heat at only a 
couple of degrees, though, so your mileage may vary. 
— Sean McNamara 


Fix Safari text displays 

For some time now I’ve noticed that Safari displays 
unreadable text on certain web sites, and I narrowed 
it down and discovered that Safari cannot display text 
that has been italicised if no italic version of that font 
actually exists. 

Any ideas how to get around it (short of telling every 
web designer in the world not to do it)? 

Steve Younis 
via internet 


Have you installed any non-standard versions of the WebKit 
rendering system? If so, you may want to revert to the 
Apple-standard version. 

Have you tried this as another user on your machine 
— this will tell you whether it’s a System-wide problem, or 
just something in your Home folder (such as preferences, 
cache, etc.). 

If the problem only occurs for one user on the system, try 
disabling the Safari preferences file (com.apple.safari.plist) 
in the Preferences folder in the Library folder in that user’s 
Home folder. 

Something to look for in the Safari preferences (so you 
don’t lose all your preferences) is whether a different Style 
Sheet has been specified for use in Safari A — you’d want 

to make sure the Style 
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Universal Access: . 


se font sizes smaller than < 


Style Sheet None Selected 


Sheet preference in 
the Advanced section 
of the Preferences 
is set to "None 
Selected”. 

— Sean McNamara 


Hgtgnks 

www.box.com 

Free online storage 


Add ringtones to a BlackBerry 


A BlackBerry is quite possibly the 
best smartphone on the market 
at the moment (we’ll judge the 
iPhone when it’s here). However, 
the difficulty for Mac users is that 
it’s rather difficult to exchange 
data between your Mac and your 
BlackBerry. Sure, you can use 
PocketMac or Missing Sync for 
calendars and contacts and all 
that boring stuff, but what about 
the things that really matter 
— ringtones? 

Simply attaching the BlackBerry 
via USB and activating “Mass 
Storage Mode” allows you to see 


the BlackBerry as a disk on your Mac 
desktop, but if you actually copy files 
to it manually like that you’re in for a 
nasty shock. The BlackBerry can’t in¬ 
terpret Mac resource forks, so you end 
up with files like ”._StarWars” sitting 
on there, cluttering things up. Worse, 
neither your Mac not your BlackBerry 
can see or delete these files. 

But there is another way. 

Once you’ve created your ringtone, 
log on to Box.com, a free online stor¬ 
age service (see “Hotlinks”). Unlike 
many similar services there is no fee 
for a basic membership and you can 
activate and start using your account 
instantly. 


Then, upload your ringtone. 

Here’s the cool bit. On your Black¬ 
Berry, navigate to your Ringtones 
folder. Press the menu button and 
select “Download Tunes” (you must 
be in your Ringtones folder for this to 
work). The browser will launch, and 
take you to RIM’s download site. 

Press the menu button again, and 
select “Go To” then type in rn.box.com 

— this is the mobile version of Box. 
com. Once you’re there, log in to your 
account, select the ringtone file, and 
from the menu that comes up after 
that choose "Save”. 

And you’re done. 

— Matthew JC. Powell 
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protecting your digital cargo 



stmbags.com.au 


STM specialises in stylish and chic laptop bags that focus on fashion, function and versatility. To see our complete range, visit our website - www.stmbags.com.au 








Keep flash memory cards in good form 


Hgtgnks 

www.xyber.com.au 

Xyber Technology 


In digital photography we’d be lost 
without flash memory cards — They 
represent the film in digital capture. 

If you’re like me you have a love- 
hate relationship with these little 
marvels. They’re tiny, ultra light, 
mostly reliable and for their size 
have a remarkable storage capacity. 
But mistreat them and they’ll bite 
back like a wounded dingo. 

Flash memory cards work by 
means of an implantation process, 
where the electrons are forced into 
an insulating layer — and trapped 
— within the chip itself. High energy 
electrons are implanted into bit 
cells during the write process; a cell 
is either charged or not charged, 
on or off. You can expect current 
cards to have a life expectancy of 
between 10,000 to about a million 
write cycles. 

Remember: a single write cycle 
is more than the action of writing a 
single image to a card. The cards 
write a whole block at a time; this 
may total a couple of kilobytes 
each. A whole block gets rewritten 
every time even a single bit of infor¬ 



mation gets changed. If you write five 
separate bytes in the same block, that 
block is rewritten five times. So the 
total number of writes is much higher 
than you think. 

Keep the card planted in the 
computer no longer than necessary. 
Do the image downloading from the 
card, then withdraw it. Leave it in the 
computer and it will continuously ac¬ 
cess the directory, checking the byte 
order, to see if there are any changes 
etc. This accessing action can be 
similar to a write cycle and reduces 
the life of the card. Don’t work on the 
image while it’s still on the card. You 
could easily knock out half of the life 
expectancy of the card just by doing 
that with a single image. 

Gone! What do you do if hell hap¬ 
pens and your images fall off the 
card? Are they really lost? 

What you must remember is that a 
card is a removable device as far as 
the computer and camera are con¬ 
cerned. It behaves in the same way as 
a small hard drive. 

On the card is an area called the di¬ 
rectory. That area is very important as 
it keeps track of the files on the disc 
and on which sectors they’re written. 
Without that information the rest of the 
data is still there — it just cannot be 
retrieved. If you damage the directory 
the card is useless in the sense that 
the data is still on it but you can’t ac¬ 
cess it in a meaningful way. 

Plamen Pazov of Xyber Technol¬ 
ogy draws the comparison with what 
would happen if you were to pull all 
the books from a bookshelf, tear all 
the pages out, then put them in a pile 
in the middle of the floor. The informa¬ 
tion is there but the context and page- 
to-page relationship is missing. With a 
digital file there are no page numbers 
if the directory is missing. 


Many problems derive from a 
damaged directory. It may have 
been overwritten or some sectors of 
it cannot be read. 

Pazov’s company (see “Hotlinks”) 
engages in data recovery from all 
sorts of media and uses specialised 
hardware and software for the 
purpose. [Editor’s unsolicited plug: 
Xyber has rescued more essential 
and un-backed-up data on my vari¬ 
ous computers over the years than 
I’d care to admit, —m.jc.p] 

Good practice. There are some 
things you can do in your day to day 
activities with digital cameras and 
memory cards to avoid disaster. 

After a shooting session, it’s good 
practice to download the pictures, 
then reformat the card in the cam¬ 
era. This forces the camera to write 
a clean directory on the card. There 
are then no leftover and unrelated 
entries on the card. As a general 
rule, as often as you can, reformat 
the card. 

If, by some chance, you have 
accidentally erased (formatted) the 
card in the camera, the pictures 
may still be recoverable. It’s only 
when a camera has performed a 
“long erase" and not simply deleted 
the images you may not be able to 
recover the images. 

In Pazov’s experience very few 
cameras will perform a long erase. 
They just rewrite the directory. Ear¬ 
lier images that are not overwritten 
by new ones will still be there. Each 
image has very clear markers that 
say that it’s a .jpg, a .tif or whatever. 
JPEG images are compressed, so 
recovery of a partly damaged image 
is problematic; with a TIFF image 
the information is discrete so part 
of the image may be recoverable. 

— Barrie Smith. 
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FreeAgent™ Go 
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FreeAgent™ Pro 




FreeAgent™ Data Movers from Seagate 

Up to 750GB of sleek external storage from the industry leader with 5 YEAR limited warranty and FreeAgent Software. 
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Open up 


Keith White 
has been a Mac 
addict since 1984 
and can’t fathom 
why anyone isn’t. 


Better by design 


THE 

DESIGNER'S 

DESKTOP 

MANUAL 


w 



Author Jason Simmons 
Publisher RotoVision 
■ ISBN 9782940361762 
|a RRP $55.00 


The Designer's Toolkit 

500 Grids & Style Sheets 


I 



Author Graham Davis 
Publisher Ilex 
ISBN 9781905814091 
RRP $59.95 



Author Rod Ashford 
Publisher RotoVision 
ISBN 8066578159 
RRP $35.00 


The Designer’s Desktop 
Manual is a full-colour 250-page 
reference manual covering most 
aspects of design in QuarkXPress, 
InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop, 
DreamWeaver and Bridge. Without 
the usual introductory stuff you’re 
thrown straight into the first of six 
sections looking at the workspace 
in the above applications on both 
Mac and PC. Section two, Type, also 
kicks off with the differences between 
the two platforms before a thorough 
grounding in print basics for hard 
copy and the web. Color deals with 
the different characteristics of RGB 
and CYMK and the holy grail of 
maintaining colour consistency 
throughout your workflow. In the 
Image section you’ll learn about 
building graphics libraries, working 
with illustrators and photographers 
and the basics of digital manipulation. 
Master pages, grids and columns 
form the basics of the Layout section 
before you move on to table 
construction and web design 
fundamentals. Finally Production 
focuses on the myriad considerations 
in transferring your work accurately 
from your Mac to the printed page. 

Succinct text sections backed with 
copious well-targeted illustrations in 
an inspirational layout make this very 
easy fare to digest. Suitable for 
wannabes and pros alike. 


HoUnks 

www.creativecow.net/cowmag_pdfs/COWmag_SeptOct2007 

single-page.pdf.zip 

Creative Cow magazine Film Values and how to get them in your 
next video. 


The Designer’s Toolkit—500 
Grids & Style Sheets pres¬ 
ents its accompanying CD strikingly 
embedded into the front cover. This 
title moves design fundamentals right 
onto your desktop with the promised 
500 templates from the CD. Formats 
include brochures, catalogues, news¬ 
letters, newspapers, magazines, fly¬ 
ers, ads, postcards, menus, stationery 
and web layouts. The final section 
of the book contains all templates in 
easily viewable thumbnail format. All 
print templates come in both US letter 
and A4 setups. The QuarkXPress tem¬ 
plates will open in any version from 6 
upwards and the InDesign samples 
from CS1 (InDesign 3) upwards. The 
web templates can either be edited 
directly as code in a text-editing app 
or as layout in a web design program 
such as DreamWeaver. 

The book begins with advice on 
how to choose an appropriate grid 
and style sheet for your task, the basic 
structure of grid and style sheets for 
print and the web and how to add 
in your own text and images to the 
templates from the CD. The remainder 
of the book deconstructs examples of 
each format into its design principles 
and gives you tips on how you might 
use it. This is done in quite some fine 
detail of typesetting, font selection, 
column grids and spacing. Learn¬ 
ing by doing is a sound educational 
principle and is promoted in this book. 
It’s fascinating to see the templates 
come alive when you replace the 
placeholder text “lorem ipsum ...” with 
your words, and the cheesy pix with 
your own images. 


500 Lighting Hints, Tips and 
Techniques covers most things 
photographers honing their art need to 
know. It doesn’t matter whether you’re 
snapping with a mobile or a high end 
digital SLR, the principles are the 
same. Auto settings work fine in aver¬ 
age lighting but creative lighting can 
accentuate texture, mask imperfec¬ 
tions and produce “an unusual or new 
and exciting view of something quite 
familiar”. There are numerous colour 
illustrations throughout the book. 

The first section looks at equipment 
— particularly how cameras operate 
and the qualities of everyday light. 
Section two examines the characteris¬ 
tics of light — colour and brightness. 
Section three works with daylight 
and covers reflectors, diffusers and 
fill flash. The next section explores 
artificial light and includes on-camera 
flash guns, domestic lights and studio 
lighting. Section five puts theory into 
practice with twelve simple projects 
to teach you lighting basics with 
minimum equipment. The final sec¬ 
tion looks at postproduction lighting 
techniques, using the quite sophisti¬ 
cated light manipulation possible in 
Photoshop Elements. 

The 500 Flints, Tips and Tech¬ 
niques are short paragraphs which 
keep it sim-ple, arranged in logical 
sequences to step you through the 
various aspects of lighting. Many are 
illustrated in full colour. 

If you’re itching to switch your 
camera from auto to manual this 
well-crafted book will show you how 
to present your pictures in the best 
possible light. ^ 
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View your 
options, make your 
choices. Australian 
Macworld puts 
latest-release 
hardware and 
software through 
its paces. 


RATINGS KEY 

Outstanding MM 
Very good MW 
Good M 
Flawed M 
Unacceptable $ 
Dangerous 


Finding your lost horizon 


T HE first GPS receivers shared some attributes 
with the early mobile phones — they were large 
heavy chunks of electronic wizardry reserved for 
those who could justify the expense because they really 
needed one, or wanted one so badly they ignored the 
stratospheric price and very basic functionality. There 
are many people who still fit into the latter category, 
but for the rest of us, GPS receivers have fallen in price 
rapidly and “unknown” brands can now be acquired for 
less than $300 in department stores. 

AMW lab looked at offerings from Mio, TomTom, Ko¬ 
gan, Hitachi and Garmin - but there are many, many 
more to choose from on the shelves, and Mio, Garmin 
and TomTom each have a plethora of different mod¬ 
els within their own catalogues. And, just like mobile 
phones, the latest GPS receivers don’t just tell you ex¬ 
actly where you are lost. Along with maps and points of 
interest and warnings about speed traps, you get music, 
photo and video functions, and some have Bluetooth- 
enabled handsfree connections for your mobile phone. 
The huge widescreen Hitachi even allows you to connect 
your car’s reversing camera to the display. 

Not long ago, GPS receivers came with screens in the 
same aspect ratio as televisions. It was what we were used 
to looking at, after all. Now we’re all looking at wide¬ 
screen TVs so the GPS toys have all moved to widescreen 
as well. Of course, unless you take widescreen photos and 
videos you won’t be using all the screen space, but they 
do let you see a bit more geography when being used for 
their primaiy purpose, and you could always download a 
widescreen movie to watch by the campfire. 


GPS on the road. Most GPS receivers are designed 
for use in your car, so the larger screens are easier to 
see and they also have enough screen real estate avail¬ 
able for larger virtual buttons on their touch screens, 
which are also easier to see and press. Now, before you 
go pressing buttons while driving, every GPS vendor 
throws up a warning before you get going that tells you 
of the dangers of engaging in such a distracting activity 
while behind the wheel. You have to click your accep¬ 
tance before the mapping and navigating can begin, al¬ 
though under test we did accidentally discover that just 
waiting a while achieves the same result on some units. 

Bigger isn’t always better though, as the Hitachi 
proved too large and distracting when attached to the 
window of a Toyota Corolla — admittedly a small car. In 
fact, in that car, we attached the Hitachi GPS receiver to 
the windscreen in front of the passenger, and the driver 
could still easily glance across and see what was hap¬ 
pening, while the “navigator” could easily adjust the set¬ 
tings and make changes to the route. This large display, 
however, did not seem too large when stuck to the wind¬ 
screen of a Range Rover Classic, which has a much more 
vertical windscreen, and an elevated driving position, 
allowing the driver to look down on the GPS receiver 
rather than having to look past the unit. This also made 
it easier to press the buttons, which of course we only 
did while stationary. Promise. 

Another gotcha mentioned in the instructions for these 
GPS receivers involves not locating the unit where it 
would obstruct any SRS airbags, including avoiding the 
area where the bag will end up if deployed. With the 


AMW lab: GPS receivers 


AMW December 07 071 ◄ 




















MIO DIGIWALKER C220 


HITACHI MMP-501B 


GARMIN FORERUNNER 305 


Type 


GPS receiver 

Rating 


«« 

Pros 


Simple, basic and acquires a fix very quickly 

Cons 


No extra functions 

SRP 


$399 

Manufacturer 


Mio 

Distributor 


Mio Australia 1300 646 477 

Reviewer 


Ian Yates 

Hot links 


www.mio-tech.com.au 



GPS receiver 

«« 

Huge display, reversing camera input, music, 
photos, videos 

Too big for small cars 

$799 

Hitachi 

Hitachi Australia 1800 448 224 
Ian Yates 

aus.hitachi.com.au 




GPS receiver 

«« 

Wearable for biking, walking, running 


Necessarily small display 


$499 

Garmin 

GME Electrophone 02 9879 8888 
Ian Yates 

www.garmin.com.au 


GPS stuck to the front windscreen to the left of the steer¬ 
ing wheel you should be fairly safe, but some late model 
cars have side airbags which could collide with the dis¬ 
play if it was attached very close to the outside edge on 
the right of the steering wheel near the “A-pillar”. 

GPS made for walkin’. Just when you thought your 
mobile phone had strayed so far from its intended pur¬ 
pose that it couldn’t possibly go any further, you can 
now also get GPS receivers embedded into a smartphone, 
such as the Mio A702. Of course, along with the phone 
function you also get an MP3 player, photo viewer, 
still camera, movie camera, calendar, internet browser, 
e-mail and more. This type of GPS receiver uses Win¬ 
dows Mobile (shudder) under the covers, but you can 
still integrate with your Macintosh using software like 
MissingSync. 

A Smartphone GPS comes with a much smaller screen 
than the standalone units, but that isn’t necessarily a 
problem. All these navigators use some form of text-to- 
speech wizardry to provide spoken directions, so you don’t 


really need to keep looking at the screen. And remember, 
you’re not supposed to be pressing the buttons anyway 
while you’re driving. The level of annoyance generated 
by the spoken commands varies greatly between differ¬ 
ent GPS receivers. Kogan had the smoothest most natural 
sounding voice, sounding least like C-3PO and more like 
a helpful butler. The Mio voice was the next smoothest, 
but unfortunately also the most annoying. 

GPS meets the Mac. When it comes to involving 
your Macintosh with your GPS receiver only the Tom¬ 
Tom and the Garmins had software that wasn’t restricted 
to Microsoft Windows PCs, but you have to download it 
yourself - there’s no CD in their boxes. It doesn’t really 
matter, because the GPS units with no intrinsic Macin¬ 
tosh awareness all use SD-cards to store their updates. 
All you need is an SD-card reader. The Kogan even sup¬ 
plied a USB SD-card reader in the box — very thought¬ 
ful. Map data is generally only updated every six months 
from most suppliers, so even if you were forced to use 
a Windows PC for the update, it would only require in- 
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GARMIN NUVI 250W 


M10 DIGIWALKER A702 


KOGAN FIO 


GPS receiver 

Wide screen, currency converter, calculator, 
photo viewer 

None 

$479 

Garmin 

GME Electrophone 02 9879 8888 
Ian Yates 

www.garmin.com.au 




GPS receiver 

m 

Most accurate maps, included USB SD-card 
reader, best voice 

No speed camera warnings, low-contrast screen 

$349 

Kogan 

Kogan Technologies 1300 304 292 
Ian Yates 

www.kogan.com.au 



frequent visits to a friend’s torture chamber, or a restart 
with Boot Camp if you have an Intel Mac. 

Speaking of map updates, all units reviewed except 
the Kogan were convinced there was a shortcut to our 
nearest highway, and all insisted we take that route 
which has been an overgrown feral track for at least the 
last five years, impassable even for the mighty Range 
Rover Classic. All the units except the Kogan use either 
Sensis or Whereis maps and they all tried to direct us 
down the dead-end while the Navteq maps in the Kogan 
knew about the road closure and directed us down the 
tarred main road to the highway. However, using lo¬ 
cal knowledge and ignoring the bogus instructions and 


driving past the turn-off caused the others to perform 
a recalculation and the correct route was begrudgingly 
offered. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. You can 

choose a basic no frills GPS-only model such as the Mio 
Digiwalker C220 or go all out for the widescreen Hi¬ 
tachi with Bluetooth hands-free, music, photo, videos 
and input for your reversing camera. In between are the 
Garmin nuvi250W and the Kogan FIO. If you want to 
boldly go where no 4WD fool has gone before, the Ko¬ 
gan is the one most likely to keep up with your attempts 
to get lost. ^ 
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CANON EOS 40D 

Type 

Rating 

Pros 

Digital SLR 

m\ 

Fast 6.5fps burst rate 

Cons 

Weighty 

SRP 

$2799 

Manufacturer 

Canon 

Distributor 

Canon Australia 

Reviewer 

Barrie Smith 

Hot links 

www.canon.com.au/products/cameras/digital slr.html 


Canon EOS 400 


Strikes a balance between 
pro and consumer features 



C ANON’S energetic promotion of 
CMOS sensors leads to the release of 
the interchangeable lens EOS 40D 
- an excellent example of the breed. 
Resolution is 10.1 megapixels, which 
accounts for a maximum image size 
of 3888x2592 pixels; print this at 
300dpi and enjoy a fine print 33x22 
cm in size. 

The camera writes 14-bit images to 
a CompactFlash card in the form of 
JPEG or RAW files as well as JPEG and 



SRP 

Manufacturer 


Distributor 
Reviewer 
Hot links 



Big pixel count; choice of image stabiliser 

Limited zoom range 

$649. 

Nikon 

Nikon Australia 
Barrie Smith 
www.nikon.com.au 


Nikon Coolpix 5100 

Powerful package 

B IG question: what do you do with 12 million pix¬ 
els in a digital image? With Nikon’s flagship digi¬ 
cam, the Coolpix P5100, you’ll need to know. 
The camera has a moderate 3.5x optical zoom, com¬ 
pact size and a knubby hand grip that lets you handhold 
the magnesium alloy-bodied camera with confidence. 


RAW simultaneously and a novel option - “small RAW” 

— saving 42 per cent in file size. 

This big gun can shoot a continuous run of 75 full res 
JPEG - or 17 RAW - images at a rate of 6.5fps. Using 
the new DIGIC III processor and DDR DRAM high-speed 
memory, the camera uses two separate motors for opera¬ 
tion of the shutter and mirror. 

Top shutter speed is 1/8000 second, with flash sync at 
1/250. Slowest speed is 30 seconds and a Bulb function 
can handle extended exposures. 

Exposure control is well served: a 35-zone metering 
sensor operates in evaluative, nine percent partial and 
3.8 per cent spot as well as centre-weighted metering. 
The auto focus system offers a nine point cross pattern 
as well as a centre AF detector sensitive to vertical and 
horizontal lines. 

The big bugbear of an interchangeable-lens camera 

- dust landing on the sensor - is addressed, thanks to a 
dust removal function at power up and power down. 

In normal operation you use the optical pentaprism 
viewfinder but there’s also the handy option of Live 
View, so you can preview the shot on the huge 7.6cm 
LCD screen as an electronic image. There are some is¬ 
sues with Live View, chief among which is heat from the 
environment and extended operation; ignore this and 
erratic colour rendering and image noise may result. 


Australian Macworld’s buying advice, a big 



camera that makes fine pictures. 


Unusually, the P5100 offers two 
stabilising systems: one employs 
a default optical lens shift ap¬ 
proach and the other, selectable 
on the mode dial, kicks the ISO 
setting up to 1600, cancels the flash, raises the shutter 
speed, shoots a bunch of at least ten pictures, then selects 
the sharpest of these. You get the best of both worlds! 

The camera can handle face-priority AF, an in-camera 
red eye fix and D-Lighting to enhance brightness and 
contrast. As well as these there’s also an unusual op- 
timiser for B8tW picture making with a choice of four 
different filters. Then there’s a continuous flash mode 
that can handle rapid sequence shooting with no need to 
wait for the flash to recharge. 


Australian Macworld’s buying advice. 12 mega- 

pixels may seem excessive in a camera this size and at 
this price, but the advantage of such resolution is the 
freedom to crop and adjust pictures on the computer 
afterwards. ^ 
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XDA FLAME 


XDA Flame 

Packs a lot, costs a lot 

0 2 has bucked the trend of ever-shrinking smart¬ 
phones with the XDA Flame. Weighing in at a 
hefty 190g it manages to pack in a VGA screen 
powered by the 3D NVIDIA GoForce 5500. In fact, the 
multimedia capability is a real highlight and even sup¬ 
ports output to a TV via a 3.5mm port. 

The left edge of the Flame has a small Infrared trans¬ 
mitter. That’s matched to 02’s Remote Control applica¬ 
tion so you to use the Flame as a universal remote con¬ 
trol for your AV setup. You can even train it to replace 
the Apple Remote that ships with your Mac. 

Connectivity is well covered with WiFi, Bluetooth and 
3G mobile comms. Connecting to a Mac is covered with 
a standard USB cable that’ll also charge the unit while 
it’s connected. You’ll need a copy of Missing Sync or 
PocketMac for syncing to Entourage or iCal. As a bonus 
there’s a USB host cable that allows you to connect USB 
thumbdrives, making it easy to share files between the 


Smartphone 

W 

Multimedia capabilities 
Size; Old operating system 
$1499 
02 

Ingram Micro 1300 651 124; Brightpoint 02 9485 1111 
Anthony Caruana 
www.seeo2.com 


Type 

Rating 

_ Pros 

Cons 

SRP 

Manufacturer 
Distributor 
Reviewer 
Hot links 


Flame and other storage devices and to provide a short 
term boost to the 2GB of internal memory. 

While the Flame has a foot firmly planted in the 
multimedia camp, it’s a serious business machine. In 
addition to standard complement of Microsoft apps 
bundled with Windows Mobile 02 has bolstered the 
package with Adobe Reader, 02 SMS Plus, 02 Menu, 

02 MediaPlus, Worldmate and Codewallet Pro. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. 

You do get a lot in the package but the premium 
price is a little steep for a device running an older 
operating system. ^ 
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«. ' Solutions 


symbiotic Australia Experts in Point of Sale & Inventory Management 


Robust & adaptable...POS'IM edges out in front when it comes to hitting the ground running and (providing) flexibility for your needs. 


Buy any Multi-User Point of Sale System & receive a FREE 
Axis I.P. Camera with SecurityCam Software to watch your store! f . 

w w w » s m € u r ityca m . c o m . a 


POS»IM, LightSpeed or Hansa? 


Plug in a printer & 
barcode scanner 


Start Retailing 


Choose your Mac 


Install Software 


The Symbiotic Advantage: 


Easy to Use 
Single and Multi User 
Multi Store, Multi Site 
Mac or Windows 


Barcoding options 
Customisable reports 
Stock, Invoicing, Debtors... 
Integrates with accounting 


POS-IM is cost-effective, tried, true & proven with thousands of installations. 
LightSpeed is ground-breaking, new multi user Point of Sale software. 

Hansa provides integrated POS, Job Costing, ERP, CRM, Accounts, Project Management. 


Suitable for all Retailers & Stock Managers Beats the Competition! 


Reliable On-site or Remote Support 


Since 1990 
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NOVAMIND 4 PRO j 


Mind-mapping tool 

Rating 

Pros 

m 

Powerful mind-mapping functions; many graphic and display options; can build 
multiple mind maps in a single document; Spotlight sawy; multiple printing and 
exporting options 

Cons 

Number of graphic options and palettes can be confusing; outline view is 
limited; document windows don’t remember their size; a bit pricey for casual 
mind-mappers 

OSX 

10.4 


$US149; SUS104 academic 

Publisher 

NovaMind 

Distributor 

Available online 

Reviewer 

Kirk McElhearn 

Hot links 

www.nova-mind.com 


NovaMind 4 Pro 


Highly visual, offers 
lots of options 


M ind-mapping is a form of visual outlining that 
can help you get a better overview of your 
projects, open your mind when brainstorming, 
take notes, and organise disparate ideas easily. Unlike 
text-based outlines, mind maps don’t lock you into a 
rigid vertical structure: 

A number of Mac programs let you make mind maps, 
and NovaMind 4.0.11 Pro is one of the most graphically 
advanced of these mind-mapping tools. You can start 
with a blank document, or get inspiration from one of a 
dozen preset templates, which contain formatted items 
that you can fill in, replace, and add to. You can also 
use RapidFire mode (renamed BranchStorm in version 
4.1.14 of the software), which is great for brainstorming 
and note-taking. With this feature, you just type ideas 
and press the Return key after each one; when you’ve 
finished, each idea appears on its own branch. You’re 
then free to move them around, change their connec¬ 
tions, and format them in any way you want. 


jt’s all in the 
mind. NovaMind 
lets you make 
colourful or simple 
outlines, in any 
style you want. 
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The number of options for embellishing your documents 
is stunning, and can in fact be confusing. You can set 
your own styles for text, branches, links, graphics, back¬ 
grounds, and much more. More than a dozen palettes 
— that can sit in the program’s window or be dragged 
off to float on your desktop - let you access all these 
formatting options. 

In addition to basic formatting - font styles, colours, 
borders, and links - you can add graphics to your mind 
maps. Import your own graphics, or use the more than 
1400 graphics available for download from the Nova¬ 
Mind web site. Some of these are large graphics that 
stand out and illustrate ideas, and others are tiny adorn¬ 
ments, which you can use to mark up your mind maps. 

One useful feature in NovaMind is its ability to pack 
multiple mind maps into a single document; just create a 
new tab and you can start building a new mind map. 

While the program is powerful, its graphic options may 
be overkill for some. Each type of item in a mind map has 
many options, and the numerous palettes can be confus¬ 
ing. However, when you’ve mastered the complex graph¬ 
ics, you can save your favourite layout as a template so 
you don’t have to keep tweaking new mind maps. 

In addition, the program focuses on its graphic dis¬ 
play; while it does have a text outline view, you can 
only view the outline, not reorder it as you can with 
some programs, such as Inspiration 8. You can add notes 
to any part of your mind map; formatting options are 
limited, but sufficient for most cases. 

The program offers a full-screen mode, but what you 
get may not be what you may expect if you’ve used one 
of the many text programs that offer a similarly named 
mode. NovaMind’s full-screen mode simply zooms the 
program’s window and hides the menu bar, but retains 
its title bar. And one annoyance when working with 
large mind maps is that when you close a document and 
then reopen it, the program doesn’t remember the win¬ 
dow’s previous size; all documents reopen in cramped 
windows, regardless of their contents. 

The program comes with very good documentation, 
and an excellent set of tutorials, which, in both text and 
video form, introduce new users to the concepts of mind 
maps and the specific features of NovaMind. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Nova¬ 
Mind 4.0.11 Pro is a powerful program designed for ex¬ 
perienced mind-mappers. If you’re just getting into this 
method of organising ideas, you may find the graphics 
options overwhelming, but the ability to create templates 
is a boon for those who use mind maps regularly. If you 
take the time to discover all the program’s graphical op¬ 
tions, you can make a template that is perfect for your 
style. NovaMind is a bit pricey, but those who are famil¬ 
iar with mind maps will find it worth the money. ^ 
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FLUID MASK 3 


Fluid Mask 3 

Takes the pain out of 
extracting backgrounds 

I T can be time-consuming and frustrating to isolate 
objects like hair, tree branches, or animal fur using 
Photoshop’s built-in selection and masking features. 
Fluid Mask 3.0.2, a Photoshop plug-in, can save you 
time and effort and help you produce natural-looking 
cut-outs. 

The product really shines in difficult situations where 
foregrounds and backgrounds are similar, or where ob¬ 
jects have soft, unfocused edges. Fluid Mask analyses an 
image and creates outlines at the edges of areas with dis¬ 
tinct colour and texture, breaking the image into regions 
that you can choose to keep or to delete. 

Fluid Mask 3 includes a number of enhancements over 
its debut version and the subsequent revision. The inter¬ 
face now fills the screen and its tool palette, tool options 
bar, and panels may look familiar to Photoshop users. 


Photoshop plug-in 

««'* 

Effectively separates complex foreground objects from their backgrounds; familiar 
Photoshop-like interface; useful online live training and video tutorials 

Steep learning curve for tackling complex cut-outs 
10.2 to 10.4 

Vertus 

Jan Kabili 
www.vertustech.com 

The new Color Sampler tool, which selects colours di¬ 
rectly from the image, is useful for building masks based 
on color. The Patch features come in handy for identi¬ 
fying and blending difficult edges in localised problem 
areas. 

Macworld’s buying advice. Fluid Mask 3 . 0.2 offers 
a variety of useful features for tackling almost any dif¬ 
ficult image, from wispy hair to complex foliage. Online 
video tutorials and live training sessions help ease the 
learning curve. ^ 



Express Powermac Solutions 


f "Apple Accessories Delivered Australia Wide" 


Network Attached Storage 


Memory Upgrades for All Macs I External Hard Drives 



TAURUS LAN 

The Latest NAS RAID Enclosure 
500GB (2 x250GB) -$495 




APPLE IMAC INTEL MEMORY UPGRADE 
512MB- $33 1GB- $77 2GB- $144 



SAROTECH HARDBOX 

USB2.0/Firewire/eSATA 250GB - $199 
Add a Dual eSATA Express34 Card for - $99 


Shop with confidence! 

We guarantee that every transaction 
you make at epowermac will be 100% safe. 


[»> www.epowermac.com 


oi5528 3700 



























CHOCOLATIER 


Tycoon game 

m 

Story and freeplay modes; auto-save; lots to see and do; different aspects of 
business to manage 

Arcade-like production sequences may be offputting to some; no free online 
version like PC 

10.3 to 10.5 

$US20 

Playfirst 

Available online 
Peter Cohen 
www.playfirst.com 

Chocolatier 

Sweet entertainment 

T HE “casual game” appellation is often tied to 
games that offer shallow value — simple game 
mechanics, repetitive play, and copycat styles 
from other popular titles. Playfirst is determined to break 
that connotation with games like Chocolatier. 

Chocolatier is a strategy game with arcade elements 
— a business simulation that takes place in the late Vic¬ 
torian era. You’re a young candy maker, tasked by the 
great chocolate maker Evangeline Baumeister to restore 
her family’s name. The Baumeister clan has suffered ill 
fortune of late after Evangeline left her errant younger 
sister to run the company. The Baumeister recipes, have 
been scattered to all four corners of the world, and it’s 
your job to recover them. 

To help you pull off this task, Mrs. Baumeister helps 
seed your fledgling operation and directs you to travel 
by steamship and rail to exotic locations throughout the 
Caribbean, Africa, South America, Europe, and Asia as 
you gather exotic products (cacao beans and Trinidad 
lemons, for example) at the lowest prices possible. Then 


Sweet smell of 
success. 

Shoot the right 
ingredients into the 
machine to make 
fancy chocolates 
in the arcade- 
style element of 
Chocolatier. 




you have to return to your factory in San Francisco and 
put them together, selling them at the highest price pos¬ 
sible. That profit margin helps fund further trips, where 
you’ll interact with characters that have the Baumeister 
recipes. And they may be willing to barter the recipes 
back to you if you’re willing to help them. 

The result is a surprisingly challenging game that fea¬ 
tures more than 130 quests through 14 cities around the 
world, as you seek to acquire 64 different recipes. 

Eventually you’ll need to put on your tycoon hat, 
managing confectionery production and multiple facto¬ 
ries, making sure that each one has the requisite supply 
of raw materials to make the fine chocolates that the 
public wants. Glut the local area with too much of the 
same product and watch as prices drop (and watch as 
your profit margins descend). You have to manage rela¬ 
tionships with suppliers and retailers, keep your compe¬ 
tition hopping and maintain your bank accounts to help 
restore the Baumeister family’s honour (and bolster your 
own fortunes). 

There’s also an arcade game element involved in get¬ 
ting the recipes just right. Each factory contains a ma¬ 
chine that produces the chocolates, comprising a rotat¬ 
ing housing with slots in it. You need to use your mouse 
to aim and fire the correct ingredients into the machine 
in the appropriate proportions. A plain chocolate bar 
might be one part cacao bean, one part sugar, for ex¬ 
ample, while a milk chocolate bar requires one part milk 
as well. When you start making mint chocolate confec¬ 
tions or truffles, the recipes get even more elaborate. The 
more accurately you do this (the machine spins faster 
and faster as it gets up to production speed), the greater 
your rate of output. 

While solidly 2D, Chocolatier doesn’t skimp on graph¬ 
ics or sound. They help set the game solidly in its Vic¬ 
torian era surroundings and demonstrate top-notch pro¬ 
duction quality. 

In addition to the Story mode I’ve just described, there’s 
a Freeplay mode that lets you set your own company 
goals. This “sandbox”-style of gameplay will be better 
for players who may be overwhelmed by the more rigid 
production and travel itinerary the Story mode offers. 

Chocolatier will automatically save progress in be¬ 
tween turns, so if you need to exit to get work done or 
because your commute is over, you don’t have to woriy 
about losing your progress. 

My one regret here is that there’s no free online ver¬ 
sion, like Playfirst offers for Windows users. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Choco- 

latier is a delightfully challenging business tycoon game 
with some sweet twists and turns. Definitely check this 
game out, and try the demo. ^ 
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macmarket 


Get the MOST out of your new 
N-series Modem. 11 b/g Macs slow 
i your network down so 
“QuickerTek” them. 

# 

Use the New QuickerTek N-series 
WiFi adaptors for ALL USB Macs. 

From $99 incl postage & gst 


www.IH3CS-4-U.com 
Tel: 08 9274 7111 

email: macs-4-u@westnet.com.au 


Macs-4-u 

* 

V Authorised Reseller 



Xsilva LightSpeed POS 
Software with Printers, 
Scanners & Cash Drawers 



330D Miller Street, Cammeray NSW 2062 


Tel: (02) 99222327 
Fax: (02) 99222527 
Email: ndart@macsasnew.com.au 
Website: www.macsasnew.com.au 

Apple Secondhand Reseller 


Mac Centre 


• New, Ex-Demo & Pre-loved Macs 

• Long & Short term rentals 

• Software & Peripherals 

• Trade-in your System 

• On-site Support 

• Training 

^ Authorised 
w Solutions Reseller 



87 Albion St, Surry Hills 

02 9281 4444 

www.maccentre.com.au 



Apple 
problems? 

" apple computer & ipod service specialists [ 

The Mac Doctors 

449 Ipswich Rd Annerley Brisbane Ph: (07) 3848 9438 
459 Flinders St West Townsville City Ph: (07) 4724 5889 







BO® 


ecoAcI/ 


for Macintosh 


Microseconds was established in 1990 and has since 
become one of Australia’s largest retailers of second-hand 
Macintosh computers, parts, and peripheral equipment. 


Service and repairs 
New and used Macs 
Great warranty 
Spare parts 


Serving the Macintosh community for fifteen years 


Suite 214, 22-36 Mountain Street, Ultimo NSW 2007 • Ph: 02 9281 6392 • Fax: 02 9281 4130 • sales@microseconds.com.au • www.microseconds.com.au 


iPod Repairs 


Apple Service 


✓ f| Authorised Service Provider 

Established July 2001 

/ Workshop or On-Site service 
/ Very competitive rates 

✓ Fast turn-around on all work 

Average 3 business days for workshop repairs 

✓ Service contracts available 


/ FREE ASSESSMENT 

A small postage fee is applicable if the faulty iPod is to be 
returned after assessment 

/ Warranty & non-warranty iPods 
/ 6-month warranty on parts 

1 year on batteries. Terms and Conditions apply 

✓ Well established company 

We have been doing non-warranty iPod repairs since 2004 


On-Site Mac Service 
Melbourne Based 

We come to you, anywhere in the 
Melbourne Metro Area 

• Apple Mac Troubleshooting 

• Installation & Maintenance 

• Networking & Internet Sharing • Upgrades 
• Wireless Networking • Independent Advice 

Phone: 1800 762 040 

email: support@macaid.com.au 

mine c u :i Aid 


Phone (03) 9857 0611 • www.synergeticaustralia.com 



























t. 02 8920 0866 m. 0414 270 132 
www.macassist.com.au 
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ft Kensington' 


Quailty peripherals for your notebook, desktop and iPod. Proudly distributed by Try and Byte. 
To view the full range of products, please visit our website. 


TRY BYTE 


Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 


ww w.t rya nd by te.com .a u 



DUPLICATION 


BUSINESS CARD AND MINI CDs 

IN HOUSE MULTIMEDIA, DESIGN, 


PRINTING & PACKAGING 


DVD AUTHORING 


ANY QUANTITY 


MultipliCD 

CD DUPLICATIONlSERVICES 


689 Malvern Rd Toorak, Vic 3142 
mac@duplication.com.au 

PH: (03) 9827 6588 



Hmocassist 

Mac OS X solutions and support 




.com.au 


CBD - Colour Bureau / Large Format Printing 

272 Kent Street Sydney NSW 2000 
Tel: 02 9262 4888 • Fax: 02 9262 1960 


St. Leonards - Digital Colour Printing Centre 

26/2A Herbert St Street. Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel: 02 9922 7288 • Fax: 02 9922 2788 
email, sales@wysiwyg.com.au 




























Alex Kidman 
is waiting 
patiently for 
Oscar the Grouch 
to pop out of the 
Trash can. 


Computing staples 

M 


ANY decades ago, there 
was a linoleum layer’s 
apprentice. For the sake 
of personality, let’s call him Alf. Like 
most apprentices, Alf was given all 
the tedious, noisy, potentially painful 
jobs that nobody else wanted to do. 
On one particular day in 1962, Alf was 
given the job of nailing down a large 
Masonite board to some timber, in 
preparation for some truly hideous 
lino to be set down. Alf was bored, Alf 
was feeling rebellious, and Alf knew it 
would be a long time before anyone 
spotted what he was up to — so he 
went nuts. Spiral patterns of staples, 
double, triple and quadruple staples 
— this board wasn’t going to come 
up without a fight. 

Why am I so conversant now, in 
2007, with the actions of a floorer’s 
apprentice forty-odd years ago? 

Well, largely because I’ve just 
spent the last three days painstak¬ 
ingly pulling up Alt’s handiwork, one 
painful staple at a time. If you’re still 
out there, by the way, Alf, thanks a 
bunch. Remind me to send you my 
chiropractor’s bills. Once I can stand 
up again, that is. 

For a lot of people, operating a 
computer — any computer — is 
rather like my experience with Alt’s 
handiwork; there are always tedious 
tasks that need doing, pain may 
be involved and there are plenty of 
things we’d rather be doing. The clas¬ 
sic easily-avoided but long-regretted- 
if-ducked of these is without a doubt 
data backup. A dry topic at the best 
of times, to be sure, and I’m hopeful 
that Leopard’s Time Machine facility 


Hot tonks 

www.shirt-pocket.com 

Super Duper 

applejack.sourceforge.net 

Applejack 

www.allume.com 

Spring Cleaning 


will make a real difference to my 
backup schedule (for the time being, 
I’m keeping my precious data backed 
up with the curiously named but 
effective SuperDuper). Still, making 
sure that my multiple backup loca¬ 
tions are respectively online, available 
via my home network and available 
overseas is a tedious chore, and it’s 
often tempting to think that it can wait 
until later. Having suffered through a 
few dead hard drives myself, though, 
those thoughts never last long. Which 
is the nice way of saying that I’ve suf¬ 
fered — and you shouldn’t have to.. 

One thing I do like about OS X 10.4 
is that for the last twelve months, since 
I got hold of my current MacBook, I 
can count the number of reinstalls I’ve 
had to do on the fingers of no hands 
at all. A very Zen-like statement, but 
true nonetheless. And critically, it’s the 
first notebook I’ve ever owned where 
that statement is true. 

I’m a hopeless fiddler with pro¬ 
grams, utilities and those terrible 
things that ordinary users were not 
meant to touch (the ominous italics 
are mandated by the Board of People 
Who Know More About Computers 
Than Young Whippersnappers Like 
You, Pty Ltd). In some ways, I’m prob¬ 


ably a bit like Alf in this respect — a 
little bit of knowledge and a little bit 
of access can go a long, long way. It 
should be noted for the ongoing sta¬ 
tus of my warranty that I haven’t gone 
mad peppering it with staples at high 
speed. Well, not yet, anyway. I wonder 
what would happen if someone did? 

Sure, there are bits of my OS that 
don’t run as snappily as they used 
to — for some reason iPhoto ’08 is 
more sluggish than it used to be, for 
example — but the core OS is still the 
same as when my MacBook came out 
of the box. 

There are utilities out there that do 
help keep one’s system running at 
a theoretical best — the fan-heavy Ap¬ 
plejack for some interior cleaning up, 
or something like Spring Cleaning for 
a more individual file-level approach. 
I’ve used both, it’s true, but as much 
from curiosity as a genuine need, un¬ 
like my recent adventures with pliers, 
staples, sweat and the intermittent 
use of words that the Pope probably 
doesn’t use. 

My inner pessimist is sure that a day 
will come when I’m ready to sweat, 
grind and swear at my Mac, but right 
now, I can’t quite work out what it’ll be. 
Isn’t that a good thing? ^ 
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"For all my projects, My Book's 
performance is nothing short of epic." 




Long-form film and professional video production require fast, reliable storage, and lots of it. Curt’s studio 
creations use huge digital assets including video, music, photographs and graphics. And since time is money, 
he can’t afford to be slowed down by slow storage. That’s why the My Book Studio Edition with high-speed 
FireWire" 800 and eSATA interfaces is the perfect production assistant for all his projects. If you need high- 
performance storage formatted for Macintosh", look no further than the My Book Studio Edition from WD 
available in 500GB, 750GB and 1TB capacities. 

• Read more about Curt at www.westerndigital.com/mybook 

• For more information contact your local Apple Reseller or Simms International on 1800 800 703. 



Western 

Digital® 


Western Digital, WD. the WD logo and Put Youf Lite On It are registered trademarks and My Book and Studio Edition are trademarks of Western Digital Technologies, Inc. 

Other marks may be mentioned herein that belong to other companies. Product specifications subject to change without notice. C 2007 Western Digital Technologies. Inc All rights reserved 
One gigabyte (GB) - one billion bytes One terabyte (TB) - one tnllion bytes Total accessible capacity varies depending on operating environment 


PUT YOUR LIFE ON IT 
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Take your film making to the next level 

The Canon HV20 is the only consumer video camera to deliver true cinematic quality. 
Containing a High Definition CMOS sensor, the Canon HV20 will give you the quality 
and creativity to take your film making to the next level. 

Learn how at canon.com.au/hd 
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